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Pla Xai tyereroTara 'C optimo Nobi- 
lifsimo (in quit Euripides) ex qua 
eſententia tn primus ae ſolus fere o- 
ceeurre bas ( illuſtriſsime comes) cuius 
nomen ſi Henrici noſtri fronte radia tet, ipſe & læ- 
tior & tutior in vulgus prodiret. Magnus ſiquidem 
es, & preſenti iudicio, & futuri temporis exæpecta- 
tione: in quo, veluti recuperaſſe nunc oculos, cæca 
prius fortuna pideri poteft; Dum cumulare ho- 
noribus eum giſti, qui omnibus Virtatibus eſt in- 
fienitus, Hunc igitur [i lata fronte excipere dig- 
neris, ſub nominis tui vmbra ( tanquam ſub Aiacis 
clipio Toucer ils Homericus) tutiſtime latebit. 
Deus opt. max. celſitudinem tuam nobis, teique 
publice diu ſeruet in columem: quo nos v. tam fi- 
de quam armit potenti tna-dextra defenſi, vltique, 
diutina cum ſecuri tte tum gloria perfruamu. 
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——ů Nong all ſortes of humane 
2 __ there is none that 
aue done more proſit, or 
deſerued greater prayſt, | 
then they who haue com- 
mitted to faithfull records 
of Hiſtories, eyther the go- 
uerument of mightyſtates, 
or the liues and actes of fa- 
mous men: for hy deſcrib- 
ing the order and pafſages 
of theſe two, and what e- 
uents hath followed what counſailes they haue ſet foorth 
vnto vs, not onely ptecepts, but liuely patterns, both forpri- 
uate directions and for affayres of ſtate : whereby in ſhorte 
time young men may be inſtructed; and ould men more ful- 
lie furniſhed with experience then the longeſt age of man 
can affoorde. And therefore Ciceroreporterk that L. Lucul- 
lu, when he went from Rome to make warre agaiaſt Mi- 
thridetes , was altogether vnskilfull in Militarie feruices : 
yet in the time of his Navigation hee fo exerciſed himſelfe 
what with conference, and what with reading of hiſtories, 
that when hee came into Afia , by the iudgement and 
confeſſion of thac great King, hee was preferred before all 
the commaunders that were before him. Heereypon 
when eMlexarnder Seuerus did deliberate of anye 3 
tic matter, bee would eſpcciallye take aduiſe of men 
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skilfull in hiſtories, and not without good cauſe: for if 
(as Afranius faith) experience hath begot Wiſedome , 
and Memory as a mother hath brought it foorth ; who arc 
to be better accompted then they whole memory is as it 
were a rich ſtorchoule , of the experiences not of one age 
or Country, but of all times and of all nations, And there- 
fore it is nogreat maruaile that Zenobia, who after the death 
of her husband Odonatus tooke vpon her the ſtate, not one- 
ly inſulted vpon the Romanes, but held the Arabians , the 
Saricenes, the Armenians, and other fierce and iutractible 
people, in ſuck obedience, that although ſhee were both a 
woman and a Barbarian, yet they neuer ſtirred againſt her: 
for ſhee had perfectly red the Romaine hiſtorie in Greeke, 
and alſo had her ſelfe abridged the Alexandrian and all the 
Orientail hiſtories, whereby ſhe attained the higheſt pitch 
both of Wiſcdome and authority : for examples are of 
greater force to ſtitre vnto yertue, then bare precepts, inſo- 
much as Cicero ſaid that nothing could be taught wel with- 
out example. Therfore the Lacædemonians (as Plutarci wri- 
teth) did vic vpon feaſtiual dayes to preſent ynto their Sons 
cet taine drunken ſlaues whom they called wares: chat by 
vie w of the vice they might leatne to auoyde it, and Hiſ- 
menias the Thebane, would ſhew to his Schollers mufitians 
of all ſortes good and bad, inſtructing them to followe the 
one and not the other. And this is that which the Apologie 
telleth of acertaine Counttie woman, who being hard ta- 
uoured, and fearing leaſt ſhee ſhould bring foorth chil- 
dren like her ſelfe, got many faire and beautifull Pyc- 
tures, which ſhee did dayly and ſteedfaſtly beholde : the 
meaning whereof is, tbat by ſetting before vs the actes and 
lives of excellent men, it is the readieſt way to faſhion our 
qualities according to the ſame. an batte 
Heereupon Cicero doeth rightly call kiſtory the 'witnefſe 
of times, the light of truth, the life of memory, and the 


meſſenger 


To the Reader. 
meſſenger of antiquity , Heereby wee' are armed againſt - 
all the rage and raſhneſſe of Fortune: and heercby wee 
may ſeeme (in regarde of the knowledge of thinges) 
to haue trauelled in all Countries, to haue liued in all a- 
ges, and to haue been conuerſant in all affayres. Neyther is 
chat the leaſt benefit of hiſtory, that ir preſerueth eternally, 
both the glory of good men, and ſhame of euill. Some Phi- 
lolophers doe deny, that glory is to be deſired: for vertue 
(ſay they)is a reward vnto it ſelfe, & muſt not be reſpected 
for the vaine and titulare blaſtes of glory: yet in wryt- 
ing theſe things , they affect that eſpecially, which they 
eſpecially: depraue. And indeed there is no man hach ſo 
horny hartſtringes, (as Perſius ſpeaketh) who is not tickled 
with ſome pleaſure of praiſe : againe there is no mau of ſo 
flinty a forehead, who is not touched with ſome feare of 
infamy and ſhame. Doe we thinke that the valiant ſouldi- 
er thinketh no toyle too tough, but boldly aduent ureth che 
hazard of all happes, becauſe he is weary of his life? death 
commeth by nature to all men alike , onely with difference 
of memory with poſterity. . Law 
- And.L would thiakerhax Citties at the; firſt were build= 
ed, lawes made, and many things invented for the vſe of 
men, chiefly for deſire of glory: Which humour except the 
old gouernours of common wealths; had thought neceſſa- 
ry, they would neuer haue foſtered it as they did, with Gar- 
landes, ſtatutes, trophies and triumphes, in which notwith- 
ſtanding it is but temporary and ſhoxt; but in hiſtories of 
worth it is onely perpetual. This Cicero perceiuing he dealt 
with Luceius to comit his actions to the monuments of his 
writings: and Pliuie the yonger did wiſh that he might be 
mentioned inthe hiſtories of Cornelius Tacitus, becauſe he 
did foreſce that they ſhould neuer decay. | 

But theſe are ſuch as are not led away with a luſt, ey- 
ther to flatter ox to deface, whereby the creadite of hiſtorie 
is quite ouerthrowne, Yet the endeuour to curry fauour 
A 4 is 


Tothe Reader. 

3s more eafily diſliked, as bearing with it an open.nert of 
| ſervility, and therefore e Ilex ander when ke heard e Argo 
bur read may things that be had written of him farre a- 
boue truth, as he was ſayling the floud Hideſprr,, he threw 
the booke into the Riuer, and ſayd that hee was almoſt 
mooued to ſend Aritobulne after for his ſeruile dealing; 
but enulous ·carping carieth a counterfeite ſhe w of liberty, 
and thereby finterh the berteracceprance, ' © 2 

And fince I am entted into this point, it may feeme' 

not impertinent to write df the Rifle-of a hiſtory, what be- 
ginning, what continue, and whapmeangis v6 hen vſed; 
in all matter; what thinges are io bee ed, wha 
lightly touched, and what to be treated it large: how eres 


dit may be won, and ſuſpition auoyded: what is to bee ob- 
ſerued in the order of times, and deſcription of places and 
other ſuch circumſtances of weight; what _ a writer 
e cauſes, 
hee mu 


may vſe in framing ſpeeches, and ——— th 
counſailes and euentes of thinges done: how farre 
bend himſelfe co profit: and when and ho hee may 
vpon pleaſure, but this were too large a ſielde to enter into? 
therefore leaſt I ſhould run into the fault ofthe Afindians, - 
who made their gates wider then their towne, I will leets 
cloſe vp; onely wiſhing that all our Pugliſh hiffories were 
dra ve out of the droſſe of rude and barbarousEng.. > 
a liſh : that by pleaſure in reading them, ke 
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. x wie DB. -- 
FIRST PARTE 
OF'THE LIFE AND 
-RAIGNE OF KING 

Henty the fourth, 


Extending to the end of the firſt 


Heere of bu raigne. 


2 He noble and victorious 
Prince, king Edward the third, had 
ia bis fortunate gift of a long & proſpe- 
3 rous raigne ouer this realme of Eng- 
land, much ſtrengthned and ador- 

ned, by natures ſupply of ſeuen good. 
, lyc ſonnes. Edward his eldeſt ſonne, 

2 2 prince of Wales, commonly called 

the Blacke Prince: alla of Hatficld : Lyonel, Duke of 
Clarence: John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſter : Edwwrd of 
Langley, Duke of Yorke : Thomas of Woodſtocke, Duke of 
Glouceſter : and iam of Windſore, Theſe ſonnes , du- 
ring the life of their renowmed Father, were ſuch ornaments 
and ſuch ſt ayes to his eſtate, as it ſeemed no greater could be 
annexed thereunto. For neither armies nor ſtrong holdes 
are ſo great defentes to a pn the multitude of children: 
Fortes 


2 The life and Raigne of 
Fortes may decay,and forces decreaſe and both decline and 
fall away, eyther by varietie of fortune, or inconſtancie of 
mens deſires: but a mans owne bloud cle aueth cloſe vnto 
him; not ſo much in the bliſſes of * 2s , Which are e- 
qually imparted to others, as iu the croſſes of calamity, which 
touch none ſo neere, as thoſe that arg neereſt by nature. But 
in ſucceeding times they became in their ofspring , the ſe- 
minarie of diuifion and diſcord, to the viterruine of their fa. 
milies, and great waſt and weakning of the whole Realme: 
for they that haue equall dignitie of birth and bloud, can 
hardly ſtoope to termes of ſoueraignty, but vpon euery of- 
fer of occaſion wil aſpire to indure, rather no equall then any 
ſuperiour, and for the moſt part, the hatred of thoſe that are 
neereſt in kind, is moſt diſpitefull & deadiy if it once breaxe 
forth. The feare of this humor cauſed omuiſus, to embre we 
the foundations of the Citie and Empire of Rome, with the 
bloud of his brother. Remus. According to which example, 
the Tyrents of Turkie, thoſe butchers of Sathan, doe com- 
monly at this day beginne their raigne, with the death and 
flaughterof all their brethren. | 

Prince Edward the thunderbolt of warre in his time, dy- 
ed during the life of his father, And although, he was cut off 
inthe middle courſe, and principall ſtrength of his age, yet in 
reſpect of honour and fame he liued with the longeſt havin 
in all patts fulfilled the meaſure of true Nobilite. He left be- 
hind him a young ſonne called Richard, who after the death 
of King Edward, was Crowned king in his ſteade, and after- 
ward died child. leſſe. der. n 6 

william of Hatfield king Edwards ſecond ſonne, dyed alſo 
without iſſue, leauing no other memorie of his name, but the 
ment ion onely . 

Lionel Dnke of Clarence, the third ſonne of King Ed. 
ward, was a man of comely perſonage., of ſpeech and pace 
ſtately, in other qualities of a middle temperature, neither to 
bee admired nor contemned , as rather yoide of ill partes, 

then 


R. Henrie the fourth. 
then furuiſhed with good. He had iſſue Philip his only daugh · 
ter, who was ioyned in marriage to Edmund: Mortimer, 
Earle of March: Who in the Parliament holden in the eight 
yeare of the Reigne of King Richard, was in the right of his 
wife , declared heire apparant to the Crowe, in caſe the 
King ſhould die without children; but not many yeares after 
he dyed, leauiug iſſue by the ſad Philip, Roger Mortimer 
Earle of March. This Roger was ſlaine inthe rude and tumul. 
tuous warres of Ireland, and had iſſue Edmund, Anne, and 
Flienor. Edmund and Elienor dyed without iſſue, Anne was 
matried to Richard Earle of Cambridge, ſonne to Camund 
of Langley Duke of Yorke, the fift ſonne of King Edward. Of 
theſe two, came Richard Plautagenet Duke of Yorke: who 
by the right depolued to him from his mother, made open 
claime to the Crowne of England, (which was then poſſeſ- 
ſed by the family of Lancaſter)firſt by law, in the Parliament 
holden the thittieth yeare of the Raigneof King Herrie the 
ſixt: here either by right or by fauour, his cauſe had ſuch 
furtherance, that after King Hezrie ſhould die, the Crowne 
was entayled to him, and to the heires of his bloud for euer. 
But the Duke impatient to linger in hape, choſe rather to en. 
dure any daunger then ſuch delay: Whereupon hee entred 
into armes ſoone after, againſt King Heuris in the field, But 
being carried further by courage, then by force hee coulde 
beare through, he was ſlaine at the battaile of Wakefield, 
and left his title to Edward his eldeſt ſonne: who with inuin- 
cible perſiſtance did proſecute the enterpriſe, and after great 
yarictie of fottune at the laſt atchieued it. fi 
lobn of Gaunt Duke. Lancaſter, the fourth Sonne of 
King Edward the third, Was a man of high and hardie ſpirit, 
but fis fortune was many times not anſwerable, either tohis 
force or to his forecaſt. He had two ſonnes, Henry Earle of 
Derby(of whome Iꝓurpoſe chiefly to treate) and John Earle 
of Somerſet. This John was father ** Duke Aan. 
0 2 who 


4. T he life and Raigne of 
who had iſſue Margaret, Counteſſe of Richmond, mother 
to the noble Prince, Henrie the ſeuemth, | 
Henrie Plantagenet Earle of Derby, was likewiſe by his 
mother Blanch, extracted from the bloud of Kings, being diſ. 
cended from Edmund, the ſecond ſonne of King Herrie the 
third: by which line: the Duchie of Lancaſter did accreue vn- 
to his houſe. He was a man of meane ſtature, well proportio- 
ned and formally compact: of good ſtrength and agilitie of 
body, skilful in armes, and of a ready diſpatch: ioyntly ſhew- 
ing himſelfe both earneſt & aduiſed in all his actions. He was. 
quicke and preſent in conceite, forward in attempt, coura- 
gious in execution, and molt times fortunate in euent. There 
was no great place of imployment and charge, which hee 
would not rather affect for glorie,then reſuſe eit her for peril, 
or for paines; and in ſeruice hee often proaued himſelfe not 
one ly a skilfull commaunder by giuing directions: but alſo a 
good Souldier in vſing his weapon, aduenturiag further in 
perſon ſometimes, then policie would permit: his expences 
were liberall and honourable , yet not exceediug the mea. 
ſure of his receiptes, he was verie courteous and familiar re- 
ſpectiuely towards all men, whereby hee procured great re- 
putation and regarde, eſpecially wih — of the mcaner 
ſort: for high humilit ies take ſuch deepe roote in the mindes 
of the multitude, that they are more ſtrongly dra wne by vn- 
profitable curteſies then by churliſn benefits. In all the chan- 
ges of his eſtate, he was almoſt one and the ſame mann ad- 
uerſitie neuer daunted, in proſperitie neuer ſecure: reteining 
Mill his maieſtie in the one, and his mild nes in the other: ne i- 
ther did the continuance of his — * bring him to a proude 
port and ſtate ly — of himſelfe, but in his latter yeare: 
— ſo gentle & faire in cariage, that therby chiefe- 
ly hee did weare out the hatred that was borne him, for the 
death of King Richard. He could not lightly be drawne into 
any cauſe, & was ſtiffe & conſtant in a good: Vet more eaſie 
to 


N. Henrie tbe fourth. 1 
to be either corrupted or abuſed by flattering ſpeeches, then 
to be terrified by threata. To ſome men he ſeemed too gree- 
die of glorie, making ſmall difference of the meanes where- 

by he attained it: and indeede this honour in noble minds is 
molt hardly oner-ruled,and often: ĩmes it dra wet euen the 
wiſeſt awrie. But before I proceed any further in deſcribing 
either the qualities, ox acts of this Earle, I muſt write ſome- 
thing of the Raigne of King Richard the ſecond, his coſin ger- 
maine: ſo far forth as the follies of the one, were either cau 
ſes er furtherances of che fortunes of the other. 

' Richard ſore to Edward Prince of Wales, a little before 
deceaſed, was after the death of King Edward the thirde, 
Crowned King ouer this Realme of England, in the eleventh 
yeare of his age: at which yeares the mindeof man is like to 
the potters earth, apt to bee wrought into any faſhion, and 
which way ſo euer it hardneth by cuſtome, it will ſooner 
breake then bend from the ſame, Now the gouernaunce of 
the King at the firſt was cõmitte d to certain Biſhops;Earles; 
Barons, and Juſtices, But either vppon nicenes to diſcontent 
the King, ornegligence to diſcharge their dutie, euery one 
was more ready with pleaſant conceites to delight him, then 
with poficable counſaile to doe him good: for ſmooth and 
pleaſing ſpeaches noe de fmallendeauour, and alwayes fin- 
deth fauour: wheras te aduiſe that which is meete, is u point 
of ſome paitſes, and many times a thankleſſe ofſict. Here- 
vpontwo daungerous euils did enſue; flatterie brake in, and 
private reſpects did paſſe vnder publike pretences. 

la the thirde yeare of his Raigne, it was thought meete 
that this charge ſhould be committed toone man, to auoiĩd 
thereby the vnnece ſſarie weft of the treaſure of the Realme, 
by alle win g yearely ſtipend vnto many. So by the whele 
conſent of the nobilitie and commons aſſembled together 
zn Parliament, this office was deputed to Lord Tb. 
Beuuebanqpe Earle of Warwicke, and a competent penſion 
was aſſigned him, ont of the Kings Eſchequer for his * n 


. . « 
6 The life and Nuigne of 
But the King being now plunged inpleaſure, did immode- 
rately bend himſe fe to the fauouring and aduancing of cer- 
taine perſons, which were both reprooucable in life, and ge- 
nerally abhorred in all the Realme, and this was the cauſe of 
two great inconuenienees: for many young noble-men and 
| brauc Court iers, having a nimble eye to the ſecret fauours 
and diſlikes of the King, gaue overthemſclues,to a diſſolute 
and diſhonelt life, which findeth ſome followers when it fin, 
deth no furtherancers, much more when it doth flouriſh and 
thrive : the King alſo by fauouring theſe , was himſelte little 
fauoured and loued of many: for it is oftentimes as daunge- 
rous to a Prince, to haue euil and odious adherents, as to he 
euill and odious himſelfe. The names. of theſe men · Were 
Alexander Neuill, Archbiſhop of Yorke. Robert Veere, Earle 
of Oxford: Michael Delapoole;afterwards Earle of Suffolke: 
Robert Triſiliane, Lord chiefe Juſtice, Nicholas Brambre Al- 
derman of London; and certaine others, of no eminencie 
either by birth. or deſert, but obſcquiods and pliable to 
che Kings youthfull humour. Theſe were highly in credit 
with the King: theſe were al way es next vnto him, both in 
campanic and counicit: by theſe he ordered his private acti- 
ons: by theſe he managed his affaires of ſtate: he ſpared nei - 
ther the dignitie nor death of any man, whoſe aut horitie and 
life withſtoode theit preſetment. In ſo much as in the fifth 
yeare of his Raigne, heſremooued Sir Richard Scroope, from 
being Lord Chauncellor of England (to which office he was 
by auctoritie of Parliament appointed) . bec auſe hee refuſed 
to ſet the great Seale, to the graunt of certaine lands, which 
had Wantonly paſſed from the King: alle aging for his denial; 
the gteat debts of the King; and ſmall demetites of the par- 
ties, vpon whome the King might caſt away and conſume, 
but ſpend in good order he could not: aducriifing him alſo 
to haue reſpect, that ryote did/ net deceiue him nder the 
tearme and ſhewe of liberale and thasgifts well ordexeꝗ 
procure not ſo much loue, as plagedi it hgut iſcretion they 
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KR. Henriethe fourth. 7 
ſtirre enuy. This Chancellor was a man of notable integrity 
and diligence in his office, not ſcornfully turning — 
the ragged coat of a poore ſuppliant, or pale face of a fickely 
&& feeble limmed ſuter, holding vp the ir ſimple ſoiled billes 
of complaint, not yet ſmothering his conſcience with parti- 
all maintaining of ſuch as were mighty: but being alike to 
all, he was ſoone diſliked of thoſe that were bad. 

In the eight yeere of this Kings reigne, the diſtruction of 
the duke of Lancaſter was entended likewiſe vpon the like 
diſlike: the plot was layed by Iuſtice Triſilian, offences were 
deuiſed, appellors appointed, and peeres named; he ſhould 
haue bene put vader arreſt ſuddenly, and foorthwith arreig. 
ned, condemned, and executed. But the duke vpon priuy in- 
telligences of theſe contriuances, fled to his eaſtle at Pome 
fret, and there made preparation for his defence againſt the 
king: So this matter began to gro to a head of diuiſion, 
which the common people at that time vety buſily, deſired 
and ſought: but the kings mother trauelling inceſſantly be- 
tweene the king and the duke (notwithſtanding ſhee was 
both corpulent & in yeeres)laboured them both to a recon- 
cilement: the king, wich regard of the dangerous and diſ- 
comented times: the duke with reſpect o his duty and faith: 
and ſo partly by het entreaty and aduiſe, partly by their in- 
clination bendingto the ſaſeſt courſe, all apparancie of diſ- 
pleaſure on the one part, and diſtruſt on the other, was for 
that time layed aſide. n 

The ſame yere Michael Delapoole was made Chancellour 
of England, and created earle of Suffolke: ind Robert rere 
earle of Oxford was created Marqueſſe of Dubline , being 
the firſt man within the realme that was enebled with chat 
title. But as they grew in honour, : ſo did they in hate: for 
many noble men did infinitely ſtomacke their vadeſerued 
aduancements, and with theſe the fauour of tbe; people ge- 
nerally went: but the kings int emperate affection was per- 
B 4 : emptory 
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emptory, and violent, not regarding enuy yncill he could not 
reſiſt it. | 4 

The yeere next following, Robert Vrere the new Marques 
was created Duke of Ireland, This yere — knights and bur- 

eſſes of Parliament put vp many complaints againſt: the 
Eaile of eee they deſired his 9 | 
triall: name ly, ho he had abuſed the king in taking of him 
to farme all the profits & revenues of the crowne: how wane 
tonly he waſted the treaſure of the land in notous liberality, 
and vnneceſſary charges: how deepe he had diued into the 
kings debt: how careleſſe and cottupt hee was in bis office: 
how greatly he had both deceiued and diſcredited the king 
in certaine dealings and accounts particularly expreſſed : 
with diuers other imputations ——— and diſho. 
neſty, both in priuate actions and in office, This Barle was a 
merchants ſonne in London, and gtowing mighty on the 
ſudden, he could not gouerne bimſelfe in the change: but 
proſperity layed open the ſecret faults of his minde, which 
were ſupprefled and cloaked before : and ſeruing a weake 
ruler in great place, with an ill winde, he made open ſale of 
his princes honour, Yet the king was willing, either ſecret! 
to bifſemble , or openly toremir cheſe offences: and fo pai- 
{ed them ouer with a ſhort audience ( as his manner was in 
matters of greateſt weight) and without examination, ſhew- 
ing himſelte neither grieued at the faults, nor well pleaſed 
with the complaint. Afterwards a Subfidie was required: 
but anſwere was made that this needed not, fincethe kings 
wants might befurniſhed with the debrs which were owing 
him from his Chancellour : neither was it to any purpoſe,ſe 
long as the money ſhould be ordered by ſuch perſons as he. 
fore it had beene, and that that time was like. Then were the 
matters againſt the L.Chancellour againe ſet on foote , and 
the king perſwaded that ir was neither hanourable nor ſafe 
to beate him out;rhat to priuat men it was ſufficient if _ 

| clues 
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ſelues abſtaine from wrong, but a Prince mult prouide that 
none do weong vader him: for by mainteining, or wincking 
at the vices of his efficers, he maketh them his own,and ſhal 
ſurely be charged there with when firſt occaſion doth ſerue 
againſt him. At the laſt, ypon inſtant importunity of both 
houſes, the king did conſent, that a commiſſion ſhould goe 
forth to certaine noble men, giuing them authority to heare 
and determine all matters waich were obiected againſt the 
L.Chancellour: and then was a Subſidie graunted, with ex- 
ception, that the money ſhould be expended by the Lords, 
to the benefit and behalfe of the realme. The kind did fur- 
ther demaund, that the heires of (Hales Jleys, who made 
claim tothe duchy of Britaine, ſhould be ſold to cke French 
men for thirty thouſand marks, & the money granted to the 
duke of Ireland, for recovery of thoſe poſſeſſions which the 
king had giuen him in Ireland: this was likewiſe affented vu- 
to, ypon condition, that before Eaſfer then next enſuing, the 
- duke ſhould depart into Ireland, and there remaine: at ſo 
high a price did they value the riddance of him out of the 

realme, | 
The charge of the Subſidie money was committed to Ri. 
chard earle of Arundell, Commiſſioners for the earle of Suf- 
folke, were appointed, Thomas dukeof Gloceſterthe kings 
yucle,and the ſayd carle of Arundell: but during the time of 
their procee ding, the king kept all off, in places farre diſtant: 
either to manifeſt thereby the diſſent of his minde, or to a- 
uoid the griefe which his neereneſſe would increaſe. And 
now was the Chancellour left vnto himſelfe, to anſwere to 
thoſe demeanures, wherein ke made the kings blind fauour 
his priuiledge and protection, ſuppoſing nener to ſee the 
fame either altered or ouer- ruled. In the end, being conuict 
of many crimes and abuſes, he was depoſed from his office, 
his goods were confiſcated to the kings Exchequer, & him- 
ſelfe was adiudged woorthy of death: Yet was execution 
ſubmitted to the kings pleaſure , and vnder ſuerties he was 
; ; | C permitted 
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permitted to goe at large. At the ſame time John Foorde 
Biſhop of Dureſme, another of the Kings dainties, was re- 
moued alſo from being Lord Treaſorer of England, he was 
a man of little depth , either in learning or wiſedome, but 
one that had the Arte of ſeeming, in making the beſt ſhewe 
of whatſoeuer he ſpake or did: and rifing from meane eſtate 
to ſo high a pitch of honour, hee exerciſed the moree xceſ- 
fiuely his ryote, auari ce and ambition, not able to moderate 
the luſtes and defires which former want had kindled. 
When this buſineſſe was blowne ouer, the King retur- 
ned againe to London, and did preſently receiue the Earle 
of Suffolke, with the Duke of Ireland, and the Archbiſhop 
of Yorke, to greater grace and familiaritie then at any time 
before. Theſe Triumuirs did not ceaſe to ſtirre vp the Kings 
ſtomacke againſt thoſe Noble men, whoſe ſpeciall excellen- 
cie had made matter of fame and regarde:partly forthe dif 
graces which they had receiued , partly vpon malicious e- 
mulat ion, to ſee the other ſo fauoured,and themſelues ſo o- 
dious, and that their priuate choller and ambition might 
beare ſome ſhe we of publike reſpect, they ſuggeſted vnto 
the King, that he was but halfe , yea not halfe a King in his 
owne Realme, but rather the ſhadow and picture of a King: 
for if we reſpect (ſayd they) matters of ſtate, you beare the 
ſword, but they {way it, you haue the ſhe we, but they the 
authority ofa Prince, vſing your name as a colour and coun- 
tenance to their proceeding, and your perſon as a cypher, 
to make them great, and be your ſelfe nothing. Looke tothe 
dutie of your ſubiectes, and it is at their deuotion: ſo that 
you can neither commaunde nor demaunde any thing, but 
with ſuch except ions and limitations as they pleaſe to im. 
poſe, come now to your priuate actions: your li beralitie(cthe 
greateſt vertue in a prince)is reſtrained, your expences meas 
ſured, and your aff- ions confined, to frowne and fauour as 
they doe preſcribe, What Ward is ſo much vnder gouern- 
nent of his Gardian ? Whercin will they next, or can they 
more 
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more abridge you? Except they ſhould take from you the 
place, as they haue done the power of a Prince: and in his 
we thinke, they may iuſtly be feared, hauing fo great might 
ioyned with ſo great aſpiring mindes. For power is neuer 
ſafe when it doth exceede: & ambition is like the Crocodile, 
which gro weth ſo long as he liueth; or like the Iuie, which 
faſtning on the foote of the talleſt Tower, by ſmall, yet con- 
tinuall riſing, at length will climbe aboue the toppe, it is al- 
ready growne from a ſparke to a flame, from a twigge to a 
tree, and high time it is chat the encreaſe were ſt aye d: often- 
times ſuch ouer-ruling of Princes haue proceeded to their 
ouerthrowing, and ſuch cutting them ſhorthath turned to 
cutting them off, their mindes are ſuſpicious, theirpower 

daungerous, and therefore the opportunitie muſt bee pre- 
vented, | 

The Kingsowne weakneſſe made him apprehenſiue, and 
framed his mind to a vaine, and nee dleſſe feare: but chiefe- 
ly he was moued at the remoouing of his Chauncellour and 
Tre aſorer out of their offices, and of the Duke of Ireland out 
of the Realme, ſuppoſing it a reſtraist to his princely power, 
that he might not abſolutly and in things giue or forgiue as 
his pleaſure ſerued. When theſe priuie incenſers perceived 
the Kings humour on ce e e » they ſo plyed him with 
plauſible perſu aſions, that(although he was naturally of no 
cruell diſpoſition ,as wanting courage)yet they drew him to 
many violent and indire& courſes, partly ypon negligence 
to ſearch out the truth, partly vpon delight to bee flattered 
and ſmothly vſed, neither did they long deferre their deui- 
ſes: and firſt it was appointed, that the Duke of Glouceſter 
and certaine others of that part, ſhould be inuited to a ſup- 
per within London, & there ſuddainely ſurpriſed and made 
away. Sit Nicholas Brambre,who the yere before had beene 

Mayor of London, and in whome abundance of wealth ſup- 
lyed the want of honeſt qualities, was a buſie agent in this 

butcherly buſineſſe: but Richard Ex tone the Mayor of the 
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Citie that yeare, diſcouered the practiſe by whome the 
Duke was warned both to auoide the preſent perill, and af- 
terwards to be warie of the like. | 

The yeare next following, Richard Earle of Arundel, and 
Thomas Mowbraye Earle of Notingham , had the conduct 
of a Nauie committed to their charge: in this viage they 

took aboue a hundred ſaile of the enemies ſhips, fraughted 
with Wines and wel appointed for fight: they alſo relicued 
and fortified Breſt, and tooke two fortes which the French- 
men had raiſed againſt it. The Earles ſo behaued themſc lues 
in this ſeruice, that they grew to a verie ꝑteat eſtin, ation. 
both for curteſie among their Souldiers, and for courage a- 
gainſt their ene mies; & their actions were the more famous, 
by reaſon of the infortunate inſufficiencie of o het (õman- 
ders, by whoſe either raſhneſſe or cowardiſe many good 
Souldiers were dayly defeated, and euery yeare made noto- 
rious by one loſſe or other, Vet notwithſtanding all their 
good labour and lui ke, they were at their rcturne, entertai- 
ned by the King, with great ſtrangenes, both of counte- 
nance and ſpeech, Who was ſo vnable t; diſſemble his diſ- 
pight, that he could hardly deferre it, vntill the heate of che 
honour and loue which they had wonne , were ſomewhat 
abaced, So much are men more inclinable to reuenge diſ- 
leaſure, then reward deſert: for it is troubleſome to bee 
grate full, and many times chargeable : but reuenge is plea- 
ſant, and preferred before gaine. 

About the ſame time, Robert Duke of Ireland forſooke 
the company of his lawful wife, whoſe mother Lady Iſabel, 
was daugꝭ ter to King Edward the third, and inſteede of her 
he tooke vn o him a baile Bohemian, a Tauerners daughter. 
The King little regarded this indignitic done vnto his coſin, 
and in ſo great confuſion of the ſtate, let it paſſe vnreproo- 
ued, as ouerſhadowed with greater vices: but the Duke of 
Glouceſter her vnele, tooke it in high diſdaine, as iniurious 
tothe royell bloud, and did attend vpon occafion to worke 
reuenge 
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reuenge ; this was not ſecret from the Duke of Itelande, 
who likewiſe bent al his deuiſes to bring theDuke of Glou- 
ceſter to his ouerthrow, The Duke of Glouceſter did proſe- 
cute his enmitie, openly and manlike : the Duke of Ireland 
clotely,and therefore the more daungerouſly. The Duke of 
Glouceſter was greater in bloud, the Duke of Ireland in fa- 
uour: he being vncle to the King, this bearing himſelfe as 
the Kings fellow. The Duke of Glouceſter pretended for the 
Rate, the Duke of Ireland for the King: and much priuate 
mallice did paſſe vnder theſe publike ſhewes : but in oppo- 
ſition of ſuch equall powers, there is many times ſmall diffe- 
rence in harme, | 

Aud now was Eaſter paſt, the tearme aſſigned to Duke 
Robert Veere for his departure into Ireland: and leaſt his 
ſtay might breede ſome ſtirre within the Realme, hee till 
buſied himſelfe in preparation for his iournie, and at laſt( al- 
though it were long) made a ſolemne ſhew of ſetting forth. 
The King went in great ſtate to accompany him to his ſhip. 
ping;and the Earle of Suffolke, with Iuſtice Tyſiliane, and 
the rcfidue of that faction, either for fauour followed, or for 
feare durſt not Tay behinde. So they paſſed together into 
Wales, and ( whether vpon leuitie the Kings mind changed, 
or whether it was ſo coatriued at the firſt to drawe them- 
{clues more ſeperate from the Lords) there the Dukes ior- 
nie was at an ende. Then they entred into counſell, which 
way the Lords might beſt be ſuppreſſed: many deuiſes were 
deepely debated, all pleaſed without reſpect either of d an- 
ger or diſgrace : but few ſtoode with likely hoode of euent 
to their deſires, and therefore none was finally concluded. 
After long time thus friuolouſly ſpent, they tett Wales, and 
came to the Caſile of Notingham , where the King cauſed 
the high Shirifes of all the Shires in the Realmeto be called 
before him, and demaunded of them, what ſtrength they 
could make on his part againſt the Lordes, if necde ſhoulde 
require: their anſwere was, that the common people did ſo 

| C 3 fauour 
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fauour the Lords, and were ſo well teſolued of their loue & 
loyaltie towards the King, that it'was not in their power te 
rayſe any great power againſt them. Then they were com- 
maunded, that no Knights nor burgeſſes ſhould afterwards 
bee choſen to any Parliament, but thoſe whome it pleaſed 
the King to appoint : whereto they ſaid, that ic was a harde 
matter in thoſe times of Iealouſie and ſuſpicion, to bereaue 
the people of their auncient libertie, in chooſing Knightes 
and Burgeſſes for the Parliament, ſome few other matters 
being either vnreaſonably required, or obrained to ſmall 
end, the Sherifs were licenſed to depart. Then were aſſemb- 
led Robert Tyiſilian chiefe Iuſticeof the Kings Bench, Robert 
Belknape, chie fe Iuſtice of the Common Pleas, John Holte, 
Roger Stilthrope , William Burgh, Knights and Iuſtices alſo 
of the Common Pleas, men learned in one rule chiefely, 
"without difference of truth orfalſhoode, to pleaſe thoſe in 
higheſt places, intituling that wiſedome, which indeed was 
but baſeneſſe and feeblenes of minde : theſe were charged 
by the King vpon their faith and legeance, to make true and 
full anſweres to thoſe queſtions following. 


1 Firſt, whether the Statute ordinance and commiſſion, 
made and ſet forth the laft Parliament(whereby was ment the 
commiſſion againſt Michael Delapoole Duke of Suffolke) did 
derogare from the rojall prerogatine of the King, 

2 Item, they whoprocnred the ſaid Statute &c.to be made 
and ſet forth, how are they to bepuniſhed ? 

3 Item, hom arethey tobe puniſbed, ho pronoked the King 
to conſent to thepremiſes ? 

4 Item what puniſhment haue they deſerued who compelled 
the King to conſent to the ſuid ſtatute & c. 

5 Item, how are they to be puniſhed who reſiited or letted 
the King in exerciſing his rojall power by remitting any penal- 
ties or aebts whatſoener ? 

6 ltemywhen a Parliament is aſſembled,and the affaires of 
| the 
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the Realme, and the cauſe of aſſembling the Parliament,by the 
Kings commandement declared and common Articles limited 
by the King vpon which, the Lords (commons in the ſaid Par. 
5 proceed: the Lordes and commons will proceed 
vpon other Articles, and not vpon the Articles limited by the 
King, vntill the King hath firſt Linen anſwere to the Articles 
propounded by them norwithſt anding that the conirarywere en- 
iey ned by the King whether in this caſe the King ought to haue 
the rule of the Parliament, & ſo to order the fact, that the lords 
and commons ſhould ſinſt proceed vpon the Articles limitted by 
the King, or that the ſhould firſt haue anſwere of the King,vpon 
the articles propounded by th? before they proceed av) urtheri 

7 Item, whether may the King when he pleaſe diſſolue the 
Parliament, and command the Lordes and commons to depart, 
or no? _ | 

8 Item: ſince the King may at his pleaſure remone any of his 
Officers and luſtices, & puniſh them for their offences: whether 
may the Lords any commons without the Kings will, accuſe his 
Officers & Inftices in Parliament for their offencer,yea, or noi 

9 Item, mhat puniſhment haue they deſerued, who moued in 
Parliament, that the Statute whereby King Edward Carnar-, 
uane was depoſed ſhould be brought forth,by view whereof, the 
new Statute ordinance and commiſſion aforeſaid were framed ? 

lo Item, whether the indgment giuen in the laſt Parliament 
holden at W:fminſler , again Michael Delapoole Dake of 
Suffolke, was erronious and reuocable, yea, or no? — 


Theſe queſtions or rather quarrells were drawne by Ieh 
Blake, a Counceller at the Law, by direction of Juſtice Tri- 
filian,whileſt rheKing made his ſtay in Wales: to the which 
the Iuſtices aſore- named, ſome in diſcharge of their owe 
malice , and ſome to ſatisfie the mindesof other, made an- 
ſwcre asfollowcth. * SID. 
To the firſt, that they did derogate from the'prerogatiue 

of che King, becauſe.chey were againſt his will. 4 
| 0 
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To the ſecond and third: that they are to be puniſhed b 
death, except it pleaſech the king to pardon them. \ 

To the fourth and fifth: that they are worthy to be puni- 
ſhed as traitours. INS 

To the ſixth: that whoſocuer reſiſteth the kings rule in 
that point, de ſerueth to be 3 as a traitour. 

To the ſeuenth: that the king may at his pleaſure diſſolue 
the Parliament, and whoſoeuer ſhall afterwards proceed, a- 
gainſt the kings mind, as in a Parliament, he is worthy to be 

uniſhed as a traitour. | 
Io the eight: that they can not, 21d whoſoeuer doeth 
the contrary, he deſerueth to be puniſhed as a traitour. 

To the ninth: that aſwell the motioner as alſo the bringer 
of the ſaid ſtatute to the Parliament, are worthy to be puni- 
ſhe d as traitours. | 

To the tenth, they anſwered: that the ſaid iudgement ſees 
med to them erronious and reuocable in every part. /nwit- 
neſſe whereof, the inflices aforeſayd, with Iohn Locktone the 
kings Sergeant at law, haue ſubſcribed and ſet their ſeales to 
theſe preſents & c. 

When theſe bloody ſentences of death and treaſon, were 
vnder generall & large termes thus faflened vpon the lords, 
the king ſuppoſed his attempts againſt them, whether by 
violence, or by couler of law ſufficicytly warranted: but his 
power both wayes, as it was terrible againſt weake reſi- 
tance , ſo againſt ſuch mighty defendants it was of ſmall 
force to effect that which he ſo much affected. Yet be did 
not omit his beſt indeuour: and firſt, accounting the lordes 
as condemned perſons, he made diuifion of their lands and 
goods among thoſe that hee fauoured. Then hee waged 
ſouldiers to be ina readineſſe for his aſſiſtance, and ſent the 
earle of Northumberland to arreſt the eaile of Arundell, at 
his caſtle in Reygate, where he then lay. But the earle of A- 
rundell, either vpon aduertiſement, or ſuſpition of the kings 
minde , banded himſclfe ſo Rrong , that when the earle of 
| Northum- 
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Northumberland came vnto him, he diſſembled his intent, 
and left his purpoſe vnpeiformed. Thus were theſe procee- 
dings of the king, as now in counſell, ſo afterwards in euent, 
not much vnlike that which the Fable telleth of à certaine 
hunter, who firſt ſold the skinne of the beare, and then went 


about to take her: but when he came within the forreſt, ei- 


W 


ther by vrskilfulneſſe or miſaduenture, he not onely miſſed / 
his pray, but fell himſelſe into danger of the beaſt. 

The duke of Glouceſter hauing ſecret intelligence of the 
kings diſpleaſure and of his drift, ſent the biſhop of London 
to perſwade the king to cntertaine a more fauourable opi- 
nion of him: making faith to the biſhop with a ſolemne 
oath, that he neuer entended any thing to the preiudice of 
the king, either in perſon or (tate. The Biſhop not vnskilfull 
to ioyne profitable perſwaſion with honeſt, declared to the 
king chat his diſpleaſure againſt the Lords was not groitded 
vpon iuſt deſert, but either ypon falſe ſuggeſtions of their e- 
nemies,or erronious miſtaking of ſome of their actions: how 
defirous they were of his grace and fauour: how faithfull and 
forward they promiſcd to perſiſt in all dutifull ſeruice: how 
honourable this agreement would be to the king: how pro- 
firable tothe realme : and how daungerous —— theſe 
troubles might encreaſe. The king ſeemed to giue good 
care & credit to the biſhops ſpeech: but Michael Delapoole, 
a turbulent man, and againſt quiet counſell obſtinately con- 
tentious, ſtandingꝑ then by the king, ſoone ſtiffened his mind 
againſt all impreſſion of friendſhip. Heereupon contention 
did ariſe betweene the Biſhop and the Earle , and brake 
forth violently into heat of words. The Earle applied to the 
Lordes thoſe obiections where with great men are vſually 
charged: ſparingno ſpight of ſpeeeh, and vſing all arte to 
aggrauate matters againſt them, The biſhop replied that 
the Earle was thus fiercely bent, not vponhis ewne neceſſi- 
ty, nor loue to the king: but onely to ſatisfic his bloody and 
ambitious humour, wherein he was ſo immoderate, that — 
D ther 
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ther then the lords ſhould not be deſtroyed, hewould ouer- 
whelme them with the ruines of the ſtate, for tumults might 
in deed be raiſed by men of litle courage, but muſt be main. 
tained with the hazzard,& ended with the loſſe of the moſt 
valiant:that neither his counſel inthis matter was to be fol- 
lowed , being the principall fire-brand of the diſturbance, 
nor his complaints againſt any man to be any thing regar- 
ded, being himſelfe a condemned perſon, and one that held 
both his life and honor at the pleaſure of the king, At theſe 
words the king was exceedingly wrotk, and charged the bi- 
ſhop with menacing & threats to auoi d his preſence, When 
the duke of Gloce fler had knowledge heereof, he ſignified 
the danger to the earles of Arundell, War wicke, and Der- 
bie, aduiſing them to take armes, and ynite chemſelues for 
their common defence: for in ſo doubtfull and ſuſpected 
peace, open warre was the onely hope of ſafety, Theſe three 
Earles were the chiefeſt ſtrength to the fide, but the Duke 
bare the molt ſtroke, becauſe he was moſt belde, and his 
greatneſſe almoſt obſcured the names of the reſt. On the o- 
ther fide, the king thinking ſeparate dealing the onely way 
to weaken a confederacy, endeuoured topreuent the lordes 
in ioying of their forces: and to that end he ſent a ſtrength 
of men with charge, either to ſet vpon the earle of Arundel! 
where he did lie, or to intercept him in his pafſage towardes 
the Duke, But the Earle had traueiled all the night before 
their comming, and ſo happily eſcaped to Haringey parke, 
where he found the Duke and the other . 2 ſuffi- 
cient company, as well to make attempt, as to ſtand vpon 
reſiſtance. | 
Whenthe King heard hereef, he was diſturbed and di- 
ſtracted in minde, be ing now in choiſe either to relent or to 
refit, whereof he much diſdained the one, and diſtruſted the 
other, His followers alſo were diuided in counſell: ſome 
frettiug at the diſgrace , and ſome fainting at the daunger. 
TheArchbiſhop of Yorke perſwaded the king, that — 


Was 


— 


ſwal- 


ke leſſe 


was made, that it was for the ſafetie of themſelues; the ho— 
nour of the King and the ouerthrow of them which. ſought 
the ouerthrow of both. At the laſt it was concluded by me- 
diation of the Biſhops, that the Lordes ſhould come before 
the King at Weſtminſter, vpon * of his protection, and 
| 2 there 
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there haue audience concerning their griefes: the _ of 
Ely alſo making priuat faith, that hewold diſcouer any dan- 
ger that he could diſcrie,alirle before the time they Id 
come, the Biſhoppe of Ely ſent word, of an awaite that was 
purpoſed to be layed for them, at a place called the Mewes, 
neere Londos;aduifing the either to make ſtay, or to come 
prepared? but rather to make ſtay, le aſt further prouocation 
might make reconcilement more hard, hereupon they came 
not at the time appointed, and the King maruailing at their 
failance, enquired the cauſe of the Biſhop of Ely: who aun- 
ſwered, that the Lords found want of true meaning, & that 
they neither did, nor durſt repoſe aſſurance to the Kings. 
word, which they faw to bee vſed as a meanes to entrape 
them, the King made the matter very ſtrange ynto him, af- 
firming with an oath that he was free from deceite, both in 
conſent and knowledge: and in a great rage, he commaun- 
ded the Sherifes of London to goe to the place, and ſlay all 
thoſe whome they found there tn waite. Whether this was 
but a countenance of his,or whether he was not privie to the 
practiſe, it is not aſſuredly knowne, and indeede, the matter 
was not falſe, but the place miſtaken: for Sir Thomas Trixet, 
and Sir Nicholas Brambre had aſſembled many armed men 
atWeſtminſter, with direction to aſſault the Lords at their 
beſt aduantage: but perceiving their deceite to be diſcoue- 
red, they difolued the companie, and ſent them ſecretly a- 
way to London. | 

Thenthe Lordes, ypon uew faith for their ſecuritie, came 
tothe King at Weſtminſter, and yet in faith they brought 
ſecuritiet with them, ſuch troupes of men, as in a place where 
they were ſo entirely fauoured, was able to defend them, in 
any ſuddaine tumult or danger : the King v pon their com- 
ming entred into Weſtminſter Hall, apparell ed in his royall 
robes: and hen he was placed in his ſeate, and had com- 
poſed himſelfe to maieſtie and ſtate, the Biſhop of Ely Lord 
Chaunceller, made a long Oration to the Lordes inthe 
Kings 
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Kings name. Wherein he declared, the he inouſneſſe of their 
offence, the greatneſſe of their perill, how eaſie a matter it 
had beene forthe King to haue leuied a power ſufficient to 
deſtroy them; and yet for the generall ſpare of his ſubiectes 
bloud, and iu particular fauor to the Duke and other Lords, 
he made choyſe to encounter and ouercome them, rather by 
friendſhip then by force: and therefore was willing, not on- 
ly to pardou their ryote, but alſo to heare their griefs, and in 
a peaceable and quiet manner to redreffe them. The Lordes 
alleaged for cauſes of their taking armes, firſt the neceſſitie 
of theit owne defence: ſecondly, che lone both of the King 
and of the Realme, whoſe fame and fortune did dayly de- 
cline, by meanes of certaine traytort, who liued onely by the 
diſhonors of the one, and decayes of the other, thoſe whom 
they challenge d for traytors, were Robert Yeere Duke of 
Ireland, Alexander Newill Archbiſhopof Yorke, Afichaet 
Delapoole Earle of Suffolk, Robert Triſiliaus Lord chiefe Iu- 
ſtice, Sir Nicholas Brembre, and certaine others ſomewhat 
ſecreter, but nothing better: and to iuſtific this appeale, they 
threw do vn their gloues, and offered themſelues to the tri- 
all by combat. The king replied, that often times the cauſes 
of actions being good, yet, if the meanes want moderetion 
and iudgement, the euents proue pernicious: and therefore, 

though theſe complaints were true, yet were theſe courſes 

not tolerable, which did beare an open face of rebellion,and 

by licentiouſneſſe ofthe multitude,might ſoene haue ſorted 

to ſuch an end: for it is more eaſie to raiſe the people, then 

to rule them: whoſe furic once Ricred, will commonly bee 

diſcharged ſome wayes. But(ſaid he) ſince we haue broken 

this broile, we will not by combatting giue occaſion of a 

ne w: but as the next parlament (which he appointed ſhould 


begin che thitd day of February then next enſuing) as well Craſtino puri 
you, as they, ſhall be preſent, and iuftice indifferently done — 


vnto all. In the meane time, he tooke all parties into his pro- 
tection, chat none ſhould endanger or endammage another: 
b : D-3. deſiting 
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deſiring the Lordes to beare in minde, that asprinces muſt 
not rule without limitation, ſo ſubiects mult vie a meane in 
their libertie. Then he cauſed the duke & the Earles, which 
all this time kneeled before him, to ariſe,& went with them 
into his priuate Chamber, where they talked a while, and 
drunk familiarly together, &afterwards,with a moſt friend. 
ly farwell he licenced them to depart. They ef the contrarie 
faction were not preſent at this meeting, and if they had, it 
was thought, that the preſence of the King ſhould little haue 

rotected them. Ard | 

This act of the King was divers waies taken: ſome iudge d 
him feareſull: others moderate, rather in ſparing the bloud 
of his ſubiectes. The Lordes were very ioyfull of his good- 
will and fauor, which as by baſe or bad meanes they would 
not ſee ke, ſo being wel gotten, they did highly eſteeme. Yer 
they thought it the ſaſeſt coutſe, not to ſeperate themſelues, 
ſuſpecting the mutabilitie of the King , and the malice of 
their enemies, of whome they kne we neither where they 
were, dor what chey did intend: and being men of great 
wealth, and great power, and greatly bent to hurtful practi- 
ſes, they were feared not without a cauſe: for the Duke of 
Ireland, either by ſetting on, or ſufferance of the King, was 
all this time muſtering of Souldiers out of Chefhire and 
Wales, where he gathered an armie both for number, aud 
goodneſſe of men ſufficient, if another had beene generall, 
to haue maintained the ſide. 55 

When the Lordes were aduertiſed hereof, they deuided 

themſelues, & beſet all the waies by which the Duke ſhould 
paſſe to Lendon; determining to encounter him, before he 
did increaſe his power,, and countenance his actions with 
the puiſſance or name of the King. At the laſt he was met by 


the Earle of Derby, at a place called Babbelake werte ro 


Burford:and there the Earle put his men in array, ru ſaluing 
with great boldnes to hazard the battaile, his Souldiers al- 

ſo were ful of courage and hart, diſlikinguothing more then 
delay, 
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delay, as a looſing of time, and a hinderance to the victorie: 
but the Duke, being a man not fit ſor action yet mutinous, 
and more apt to ſtirreſtrife, then able to ſtint it:vpon newes 
of an enemie would preſently haue fled. There was then in 
the armie as a principall Commander, one Sir Thomas Mo- 
lineux, Conſtable of Cheſhire, a man of great wealth, and 
of good proofe in ſeruice, vpon whoſe leading all that coun- 
trie did depend: he perſwaded the Duke, that this was but a 
part of the forces that were againſt them, and led onely by 
the Earle of Derby, a man of no ſpeciall name( at that time) 
among the Lordes, and if they could not beare through that 
reſiſtance, it was but in vaine to attempt any great atchiue- 
ment by armes. Hereupon the Duke ftayed bis ſteps, but his 
faint ſpirits were mooued by this ſpeech, rather to deſite vi- 
Qory then to hope it: his ſonldiers alſo were dul, ſilent, & fad, 
and ſuch as were readier to interpret, then execute the cap- 
taines commandemeſit. So they ioyned battell, but ſcarſe 
ten ounces of bloud was loſt on both ſides, before thę duke 
of Ireland ſet 2 to his horſe, and forſooke the field. 
His ſouldiers ſeeing this, thre w away their vnfortunat wea- 
pons, more for indignation then for feare, ruffling their 
rancks, and · yeelding to the Earle the honour of the field. 
Sir Thomas Molineux in flying away, was forced totake a 
Riuer which was neers, and as hee was comming foorth a- 
gainc, a certaine Knight whoſe name was Sir Thema Mar 
timer, pulled off his helmet, and ſtabbed him into the hrains 
with his dagger. The reſt ſubmitted themſelues to the diſ- 
cretion of the victorours, making them lords euer their life, 
and death: but their yeelding was no ſooner offered, then 
it was accepted, the Earle preſently commaunding that 
none ſhould be karmed, but thoſe that did make reſiſtance, 
or beare armour : the Souldiers alſo being willing to 
ſhew fauour towardes their countreymen, as ledde into 
this action, partly ypon ſimplicitie, gartly to accompany 
theſc which came vpon feare. no the Gentlemen m_ 
4 


24 ThelifeandRaigneof 


Nill reteined in the Earles company, the common ſoul. 
dicrs were diſpoiled of their armonr onely, and ſo returned 
againe to their peaceable buſineſſe at home. And this was 
the firſt act whereby reputation did riſe to the fide, and the 
gre atnes began, whereunto the Earle after wards attained, 
The Duke of Ireland, at the beginning of his flight, was 
defirous to haue paſſed the river which ranne by: and com- 
ming to a bridge, he found the ſame broken : from thence 
he poſted to another oo which he found guarded with 
Archers. At the laſt, his fearefulneſſe being feared away(as 
nothing maketh men more deſperate ypon a doubtſull dan. 
ger, then feare of that which is certaine) he aduentured to 
take the ſtreame; in the midſt wherof,he forſooke his horſe; 
and ſwam to the other ſide, and ſo by benefit of the night e- 
ſcaped, and fled inte Scotland: and ſhortly after paſſed the 
ſeas into Flanders, and from thence traueiled into France: 
where the continual gallof his griefe ſoone brought his loa- 
ched life to an end. His horſewas takenwith his breſt. plate, 
his helmet and his gauntlets, whereupon it was generally 
ſuppoſed that he was drowned; and (as in great vncerta ine- 
ties it often happeneth) ſome affitmed that they ſawe his 
death, which men either glad to heare , or ndt curious to 
ſe arch, did eaſily beleeue: whether this were thus contriued 
of purpoſe, or fell ſo out by chance, it wes a great meanes of 
his eſcape, by ſtaying the purſute after him, which other. 
wiſe had bene made, His coach alſo was taken, and ceraine 
of the Kings letters found, wherein he deſired the Duke to 
come to Londen with all thepower and ſpeede hee could 
make, and he would be ready te die in his defence; ſo vn- 
skilfull was he in matters of gouernment, that to pleaſure a 
few, he regarded not the 1 of all the reſt. 
The Earle of Suffolke, vpon this accident, ſhaued his 
beard, and in baſe and diſguiſed attire fled toCalice, and ei- 
ther for feare, or fot ſname, neuer after returned into Eng- 
land; he was a eruell ſpoiler, and a careleſſe ſpender, in war 
contemptible, 
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2 tible, jo peace in. ſuppcxtabia: an ceguie co all c 
ſdile of others and n his one conceite ohſſinatly — 
nous of a good wit, and rea dy peach hoth. Mhick hee. ahu- 
ſed toxhe cunning commending of himſeif and erafiꝝ de- 
prauing zofcothers: he Was leſſe loued but better hepg.of 
che King chen theDuke of Ireland : che more hurt ful map 
& the motc hateful the Duke beiog charged wich no great 
fault: but onely the Kings: exceſſiue fauour; in their courle 
ol good and bd fortune, both of them were famous alike, 
Alla the Archbiſhep of: Yorke, Iuſtice Is iſilianę, and athers 
ofthatſa&zon;zriv evety mab like naanids to gbeis,caugree's 
Vea the rig betoobe himſelfe tu the I a f Londenand 
chere made prouiſiou for bis winter aboade s hauing all his 
courſes now croſſed, firſt raſhneſſe jn ting atme, and fe 
terwards b couratdiſe im maintaining them. nbi 
The Badke:gf Darby ſignifie d thigduceeHeOhiö afſpci⸗ 
ates by lenters, yerwichqutdvy vaũ ug of cnlargipg teams: 
his ſpeaches alſo were mederite;ratbenexticnuatiog his #48 
then extolling it. ut by Ropping his famo, it much intrea- 
ſed dhenamen eficemed bis bighuþoughtes by his-lowely 
way des, atixthis,oengcite is great aꝝplolles, by hisgentempy 
66 chis. Theu the Lords mer,addtuaicbet] together toward; 
London, whether tey came-vpos S. Stephens. day, hauing 
almoſt forty thauſand men in theix arme, & ſirſt they ſhows 
ed themſeſues in battaile —__ in dhe fieldgs neace Foto 
the Toweryivithigitbc-vicw af the King); afterworcesgbey 
tooke vp their lodging intheoſubwubes,:whe Maier and alr 
dermen of the oiity came farth, and gaue liherall allowance, 
of victuall to the ſouldiers, offering vnto the Lordes enter- 
tainment within the Citty, bur they did net accept it. 
Now this diſcord ſeemed to dra 0 a dangerous diſtrac- 
tion . being ful 
of mali ce and the conquerots of preſum tian the one wane 
ting — — to — tule. The Arch» 
biſhop of Canterbury, and e neutrality, 
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fearing the ſequel; perſwaded the king to come to a treaty 
with the lordes but he made ſhewe of very light regard of 
all theſe dealings; let them ſtay (ſaide hee) vutill they haue 
wearied themſelues with maintaining this multitude, and 
then 1 will tale further with them. When the lords vnder- 
ſtosd the drift of his deuiſe; they beſet the Thames, and all 
other paſſages, & proteſted, that they would not depart vn. 
till they had talked with him to his face. The King hauing 
neyther ſtrength to reſiſi, nor ſcope to ſcape, conſented to a 
treaty, and to thit end defited the lords to come to him into 
the Tower : bur they refuſed that place of meeting; vpon 
feare of falſe meaſure,vmil the King permitted the to ſearch 
as diligently,and come as Rrongly as they thought it meete. 
So they came vnto the King well guarded, and after a fewe 
. colde kindneſſes, and ſtrange ſalutations, they laide before 
him, his proceedings againſt them at Nottingham: his letters 
which he ſent to the duke of Ireland contrary to his worde, 
for the rayſing of armes agaluſt them: his agreement with 
the French King, for the yeelding vp of. Callice and other 
ſtrong holdes which he poſſeſſed in thoſe parts: with diuers 
other pointes of diſhoyourable dealing and negligent go- 
uetnment. What ſhould the King then haue ſaid ef done? 
all theſe matters were ſo evident and ſo euill, that there was 
no place left eyther for denyall or defence. Therefore in- 

uouſly, firft with filence aud patience, afterwards with 
reares he confeſſed his errors. And cercainely the ſtiffe ſto- 
mack of thelbrds relented mort to theſe luke warme drops 
chen they would haue done to his cannon ſnot. 
Then it was agreed, that che next day the King ſhould 
meet with them at Weſtminſter, & there treat further, both 
of theſe, and other neceſſarie affaires of the realme. So the 
Duke, and the reftof the lords departed, except the Earle of 
Darby, whoſtsyed ſupper with the King, and all that time 
ſtayed him in his promiſed purpoſe : but when hee was alſo 
gone, ſome of the ſecrete counſailers, or corrupters rather, 
S and 
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dedibvich the number and ſtrengik of fulbarrhic'y von co 
jour), to repreſſc my ryote chat migim heppen to aciſe 2 but 
in truth, that by xtũs terrour, they might dra the whole ma 
nage of 'affaires vnto themſelues. This aſſembly continued 
vntill Whitſontide ext following, with verie great feare of 
me men and hope of dthers, and expectation of all. Here- 
im wy Tuſtice TY;Uawm{by eounſaile of che Lor des, againſt 
the Kings minde'; condetnned to bee dra ne and honged 2 
which iudgement wes —— executed ypon him: the 
ke ſentenee aud execution paſſed vpon Sir Nicholas Bram- 
ts, Sir oba Sahburis, Sir lames Barwels, lob Beauchempe; 

Kings fte ward, und Te Blake Sſquite, who hid frame d 
the Afticlbs Were erhibited - a grinft che Lordes at 
Nottingham. Nilo theTuftices who gaue their indgement 
koncerminiʒ thoſe Articles, Robert Belbvaps, lobn Holte, Re. 
ger Filthoryd, and il Burg he, were condemned to per- 
pers Mean yedthey#? nor interpoſe themſelues, but 
peu foi ona ye was alſo behea- 

ed, VD was kreper oft Dower Caſtle, and had conſpired 
to deliuer the ſæmt vnte ebe Frenchmen : hee was inſinitely 
—— and probude g equall do the meaneſt in virtue and 
wiledome, but in brauerie und traine inferiour to no Duke. 
= phy wa were dithe#poro death, or haniſhed ; and 
vime' (as it happened hem rhe of faxio is at large) 
withouc-thy great cauſe. The Earle of Derby furthered no 
mans death, but laboufed verio inſtantly for the life and li- 
bertic of many in fo much — . — ariſe be- 
tivethethe Duke of Gloueeſter and him: whoraby he par- 
theſe fauditablitpidion among thoſe df the contorie 
— Hauiiſg caſed the'dearh'of-no man, bur onely in the 
elde: hen qvas an deth exacted of the King, to ſtand to the 
gouernment of the Lerdes:and alſo an oath was taken of all 
the Suhiects within the Realme; to be trad and fairhfullvn- 
td hb Lag! The king in takin his dah df the Lords, be- 
Wriifedhivitward conceite by hls open countenahce, loo- 
ü NY king 


king pleaſantly ori thoſe he fauoure d, and angerly onthoſe 
whome hee hated 4 by which vntimely diſcouery, he made 
them more heedefull, and himſelfe more hatefull: which 
were occaſions after warde, both to preuente the reuenge, 
which he much deſired, and to procure the miſchiefs which 
hee little feared; Laſtly, a ſubſidie was graunted: and ſo the 
King comming as it were ro a capitulation with the lordes, 


hee to haue the name of a King, and they the authority and 


miieſty, the contention for that time ceaſed. 

All this was done in the xj. yeere of the kings reigne, he 
being yet vnder age, and in gouernment of others. But the 
yeere following, he beganne to take vpon him more liberty 
and rule: and vpon extreame diſdaine, chat both his plea- 
ſure and his power were by the Lords thus reſtrained, he did 
euer after beare a hard minde againtt them. And firſt he aſ: 
ſembled them in the Councell chamber, and there deman- 


ded, of whar yeeres they tooke him to be: they anſwered, 


chat he was ſome what aboue one and twenty; then (ſayd 
he) Jam of laywtull age to haue the regiment in mine owne 
hand, and therefore you doe me wrong to holde me ſtill yn- 
der gouernment, as though the condition of; a king were 
harder then of a ſubiect. This the Lords were neither willing 
to grant, nor able to denie, and therefore theyieither kept ſi- 
lence, or ſpake little to the purpoſe; Well (ſayd the king) 
ſinee J àm no longer an Infant, I-heere renounce your rule, 
and take vpon me ſuch free adminiſtration of the Realme, 
s the Kings thereof, my predeceſſouts heetetofore haue 
Ruſuny vſed. Then preſently he began his Phaetons flou« 
nch, and commzunded the Biſhop of Elie being L. Chan- 
cellour to reſigne his ſeale; which the king receiued, and put 
vp , and there with departed out of the chamber : but ſoone 
after he returned againe, and delivered the ſame to iam 
ip ick bas biſhop of Wincheſter, conſtituting him L. Chan- 
cellout thereby. Many other officers he likevviſe depoſed ; 
and placed new in the ir xo e 5 partly to manifeſt his autho- 
s 3 " ritY,, 
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rity,and partly to ſatisſie his diſpleaſure, Alſo he remeoued 
the Duke of Glouceſter, the Earle of Warwicke, and many 
others from his Priuy Councell, and tooketholc in their pla- 
et, which more regarded the humour of the King, but leſſe 

is honour, | 
Seone after, it was ſuggeſted to the King, that the Duke 
of Glouceſter was gathering of forces againſt him; bur vp- 
on examination there was found not onely no truth, but no 
ſhe w or colour of any ſuch matter. The Duke would not 
quiecly haue diſgeſted the rayſing of theſe reports: but the 
King, whether ypon a generall delight, to be tickled in the 
eares with ſuch tales, or ypon particular deſire to have ſome 
quarrell againft the Duke, charged him to ſilence. 8 
In the 13. yeare of the Raigne of King Richard, the Citi- 
zem of Genua deſired his ayde, againſt the Barbarians of A- 
frike, who with dayly incurſions, infeſted and ſpoyled all the 
Sea coaſts & Ilands of Italy, & Fraunce,which fronted vpon 
them. The King ſent a choyſe companie of Souldiers, vnder 
the conduct of Henry Eatle of Derby; who behaued him- 
ſelfe in this charge with great integritie & courage, inciting 
his men,the good by prayſe,the bad by example rather then 
reproofe, as more ready to commend the vertues of the one, 
then to vpbraide the vices of the other. And firſt hee paſſed 
into Fraunce, and there ioyncd himſelfe to certaine French 
forces, appointed likewiſe for this ſeruice: then with might 
and minds vnited, they ſayled together into Afrike. At their 
arriuall, the Barbarians were ready in armes, to keepe them 
from landing: but the Earle commaunded his Archers to 
breake through and make paſſage, diſpiſing the enemie, 
whome he knew to be weake, and vnskilfull in ſeruice, and 
not to haue that aduantage inplace,which hee had in men: 
the Frenchmen alſo ſharply ſer in, & ſeconded the Engliſh 
and ſo whileſt both companies contended,the one to be ac- 
compted a helpe,& the other to ſeeme to need no helpe, the 
enemies were forced to flie, and leaue the ſhoare vnto the 
ys Chriſtians. 
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Chriſtians, Ia this conflict, three Dukes of the Barbarians 
2nd aboue three hundred Souldiers were ſlaine, and in the 
flight, fower Dukes were taken, and a great, yet vncertaine 
number of common people. Then the Chriſtiaus marched 
directly towards Tunis, the head Citie of that Country: this 
they beſieged, 8 in ſhort time tooke,chiefely by the prowes 
of the Engliſh ſouldiers, who firſt ſcaled the Walls, and rea- 


red thereonthe Eatles banner. When they were entred the 


Towne, the Engliſhmca bent their endeyour, to the hou- 
ſiog of their enemies, and beat ing downe of ſuch as made 
reſiſtance, but the Frenchmen ſtraight waies turned to their 
laſciuiour pleaſures; ſo that there was preſented a ſpectacle, 
both pitiful & ſhameleſſe: in one place butcheringof men, in 
auother ryoting with women: here ſtreames of bloud, and 
heapes of ſlaughtered bodies, hard by diſſolute and licenti- 
ous wautonneſſes in ſome, all the miſerics of a cruell warre, - 
and the looſeneſſe of a ſecure peace. Here were ſlaine and 
taken aboue fower thouſand Barbarians: the Kings brother 
alſo was flaine: but the King himſelfe fled into the Caſtle, 
which was ſtrongly ſcited, and well fortified and furniſhed - 
with men. The Chriſtians laid ſiege to this Caſtle the ſpace 
of five weel cs, during which time, they loſt many of their 
men, yet not by ſword, but by ſickneſſe: the Barbarians alſo 
were diſtreſſed with want of victuall, hauing but little pro- 
viſion, and many vnprofitable mouthes to conſume it: here. 
on they ſent vnto the Chriſtians, to defire peace, offering 
dem a great ſumme of money, to depart out of their coun- 
ttey: chin che Chriſtians accepted, vpon condition, that they 
might alſo freely carry with them, all their pray and priſo- 
ners; and that the Barbarians ſhould from thenceforth ſur. 
eeaſe from making ſpoyle, vpon any of che coaſtes of Italy, 
or Fraunce. Thus had this voyage a proſperous and ſpeedie 
end : the onely ſeruice (as I ſuppoſe) which the Engliſh and 
Frenchmen performed together, ithout ĩotte of iarre. And 


yet the Eatle abuſed not the fortune of this ſueceſſe, to vain 
; : E 4 | _ vaunting 
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vi unting, ot brauing in words, but moderate l impatted to 
the reſt, che honour of the exployt: ſochy valyantly perfor- 
ming his charge, and ſparingly ſpeaking thereof, his glotie 
encreaſed, without bir of enuie. un 10 15:40 

In the fifteenth and ſixteenth yeres of the reigne of King 
Richard , ce rtaiue cauſes of diſconteniment did gra, bes, 
tweene the King and the Londoners, which ſet the fauout 
of the one, and the faith of the other, at great ſeparation and 
diſtance: One was, for that the King would haue borrowed 


of them a thouſand poundes: which they feeling much, and 


fearing more the Kings daily exactions, did not ogeh deny. 
but euill intreated a certaine Lumbard , cho offered to lay 
out the money. er od 1G de 

Another griefe was thus occaſioned : One of the Biſhop. 
of Salisburies ſeruants, named Remane, meeting in Fleet- 
freer with a Bakers man, bearing horic- bread, rooke a loale 
out of his basket: and by ryde detnaund of the one, and 


rough deniall of the other, chollat fo kindled betwixt them, 


that Romane brake the Bakers head. Hereupon the neighbors 
came forth, and would haue arreſted the Biſhops lufty yeo- 
man: but he eſcaped, and fled to this Biſhops houſe. The 
Conſtablefollowed peaceably, and demaunded a quiet de- 
liuery of the offendour : but the Biſhops men ſhut the/ gates 
againſt him, that no men could come neere. Then much 
people flocked together, threatening to breake open the 
gates, and fire the houſe, vnleſſe Rowane were brought forth 
vnto them: What (ſayd they) are the Biſhops menpriut- 
ledged ? or is his houſe a ſanctuaty ? or will he protect thoſe 
whom he ought ro puniſh? if we may be ſhuffled off in this 
fort, not onely our ſtreets ; but our ſhoppes and our houſes 
ſhall neuer be free from violence and wrong. This we will 
not endure : we can not: it ſtandeth not vs in hand. Heere- 
with they approched the gates, and began to vſe violence: 
but the Maior and Shiriffes of the Citty, vpon aduertiſement 
of this tumult, came amongſt them, crying out, that it was 

not 
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keep the peace. Here was yet no great harme done, an 
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not courage, but out-rage which they ſhewed : whereby 


they would procure, both daunger to themſelues aud diſ- 
— againſt the whole Citty; that although wrong had 
eene receiued, yet they were not the men, nor this the 
meanes to redreſſe the ſame : Se partly by their perſwaſions, 
partly by their preſence and authoritie, they repreſſed the 
riot, and ſent euery man away, with ſtreight . to 
the 
quarrell might haue beene quieted without more adoe, had 
not the Biſhop ſtirred therein, and kindled the coales of yn- 
kindneſſe a freſh. For the Londoners at that time, were not 
onely ſuſpected ſecretly , bur openly noted to be fauourers 
and followers of wickliffes opinions: for which cauſe, they 
were much maliced of the Biſhops; and many of their ac- 
tions interpreted, to proceede from another minde, and tend 
to a worſe ende, then was outwardly borne in countenance 
and ſhew: and ſome matters of chaunce, were taken as done 
of purpoſe. Therefore the Biſhop of Salis burie called Job 
t#altham, who was alſo treaſurour of England, made a grie- 
uous complaint of this attempt, to Thewas Arundle Archbi- 
ſhop ef Yorke, and Lord Chauncellour; affirming, that if v- 
pon euery light pretence , the citezens might be ſuffered in 


this ſort to inſult ypon the biſhoppes, without puniſhment, 


without reproofe and blame , they woulde bring into haz- 
zard,not onely the dignity and ſtate : but the libertie alſo of 
the whole Church: did they not lately take vpon them the 
uniſhment of -adulteries, and other crimes appertaining to 
eccleſiaſticall iuriſdiion?maliciouſly alleaging, that the bi. 
ſhops and their officers, either becing infamous for thoſe vi- 
ces themſelues, did wincke at the ſame in others: or elſe by 
couetous commutation, did rather ſet them to ſale, then care 
fully repreſſe them. Did: they not rudely and vnxeuerently 
breake open the doores vpon the Archbiſhop of Canterbu- 
rie, and interrupte his proceedings againſt John Afone , an 
open followerof wickliffe? and doe we think that this is — 
F al 
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laſt indignity that they will offerꝰno ſurely, nor yet the leaſt: 
and if this beldnes be not be aten downe, our authority will 
fall into open contempt and ſcorue, and be made a com- 
mon foote- ball, for euery baſe citizen to ſpurne at. Here- 
vpon they went together to the King, and ſo incenſed his diſ- 
pleaſure againſt the Londoners, (being prepared thereto 
by former prouocations) that hee was in the mind to make 
ſpoyle of the citty, and vtterly to deſtroy it. But being per- 
— d to ſome more moderation in reuenge, firſt hee cau- 
ſed the Maior and Shiriffes, and many of the chiefe citizens 
to be apprehended, and committed to diuers ſeuerall pri- 
ſons : then hee ceazed all the liberties of the citty into his 
hands, and ordayned , that no Mayor ſhould any more bee 
elected, but that the King ſhoulde at his pleaſure appointe 
a Warden and gouernour ouer the citty, This office was 
firſt committed to Sir Edward Darlington, who for his gen- 
tleneſſe towards the citizens, was ſhortly after remooued, 
and Sir Baldwine Radington placed in his roome. Allo the 
— — induced, or rather ſeduced by the Archbiſhop of 
Yorke Lord Chauncellour, to remoone the Tearmes and 
Courrtes : to write,the Chauncery,the Exchequer,the kings 
bench, the hamper, and the common pleas, from London, 
to be kept at Yorke, where the ſame continued from mide 
ſommer, in the yeere 1393. vntill Chriſtmaſſe nextfollow- 
ing, to the great hindrance and decay of the citty of Lon- 
don. At the leaſt, the King vpon earneſt intreaty of the Duke 
of Lancaſter, and the Duke of Glouceſter, called the Lon- 
doners before him at Windfore : where ( having firſt terri- 
fied them with the preſence and ſhewe of a greate number 
of armed men) hee cauſed all the priuiledges of the citty, 
both old and ne we, to be brought forth, whereof he reſto. 
red ſome , and reſtrained the reſt: yet the Londoners were 
not fully receiued to fauour; neither recouered they at that 
time, either the perlon or _— of their Mayor, Shortly 
after, the King went to London: at whoſe comming, the ci- 
tizens 
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tizens changed all their griefe into gladneſſe (as the com- 
mon ſorte is without meaſure in both) entertayning him 
with ſuch ioy full triumphes and rich preſentes, as if it had 
beene the day of his coronation, They ſuppoſed with theſe 
great curteſies and coſts to have ſatisfied bis difpleaſure;but 
they found themſelues farre deceiued: forthey were voi ful- 
ly reſtoared to their liberties againe, vntill they had made 
fe, to pay vnto the King ten thouſand poundes. Thus did 
the Londoners manifelt in themſelues, a ſtrange diuerſicy 
of. diſpofition , both licenciouſly to committe offence, and 
paciently to endure puniſhment : having raſhnefle and 
rage ſo tempered with obedience, that they were eaſily 
puniſhed', who could not poſſibly bee ruled. Vet for 
this cauſe , ſo ſoore as firſt occaſion did ſerue againſt the 
. King, they ſhewed themſelues either his earneft enemies, or 
faint friends. | | 

King Richard in the nineteenth yeare of his reigne, paſ- 
ſed the ſeas to Calice : the French King alſo came downe 
to Arde : betweene which two Townes, a place was ap- 
pointed, and tentes erected for both the Kings to meete. 
After large expenſes on hoth ſides, and great honour done 
by the one King to the other: a ſurceaſe of armes was con- 
cluded betweene themforthirtic yeeres : and King Richard 
tooke to wife Lady Iſabel, the Freach Kings daughter, be- 
ing not aboue ſeuen or eight yeeres olde. The Duke of 
Glouceſter was ſo offended ; both with this friendſhip, and 
affinitie, that he loſt all manner of patience : exclaiming, 
that it was more meete to be in armes, then in amitie with 
the French- men, who becing inferiour to the Engliſh in 
courage, did alwayes ouer- reach them in craft, and being 
too weake for watre, did many times pre uaile by peace: 
that now they had got into their handes many Townes and 
Holdes, appertaining to the Crowne of England, they were 
willing to conclude a peace, to exclude the King thereby 
from his poſſeſſions: but whenſecuer occaſion ſhoulde 
Fa change 
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change for their aduantage, they would be chen as ready to 
ſtart from the friend ſhippe, as. at that preſent they were to 
ſtrike it: thatthe French Kings daughter, being but a child, 
was very vnmeet for the marriage of King Richard, as well 
for diſparitie of age, as for that the King had no iſſue by 
his firtt wife, and was not like to haue any by this, except 
(perhappes) in his old and withered yeeres. When the 
Duke ſaw, that with theſe motiues he did nothing preuaile, 
he ſuborned the Londoners, to make petition to the King, 
that ſeeing there was peace with France, he would releaſe 
them of the Subſidie which they had graunted to him in 
regard of thoſe warres. This ſuite was inſtantly followed, 
aud much perplexed the King, vatill the Duke of Lanca- 
ſer declared tothe people , that the King had beene at the 
charge and diſpenſe of three hundred thouſand poundes 
in his voyage into France , for the procuring of this peace : 
whereupon they were pacified, and deſiſted from their 

de maund. | | 
The yeere following, Guido Earle of S. Pauls, was ſent 
into England by Charles King of Fraunce, to viſit and ſa- 
lute in his name, King Richard, and Queene I ſabel his 
wife,the French Kings daughter.To this Earle,the King did 
relate, with what feruencie the Duke of Glouceſter con- 
tended, to make diſturbance of the peace betweene Eng- 
land and France: how, becauſe his mind was not therein 
followed, hee mooued the people to ſeditious attempts, 
bending himſelfe wholly to maintaine diſcord and diſqui- 
et, rather in his owne countrey, then not at all. He further 
reported, what ſtiffe ſtrifes in former times, the Duke had 
ſtirred: which, howſocuer they were done, yet as they 
were declared, they ſounded very odious and hard. When 
the Earle heard this, he preſently anſwered , that the Duke 
was too daungerous a ſubiect to be permitted to liue : that 
22 was neuer ſafe, if it grow exceſſiue and bolde.: 
at the King muſt not affect the vaine commendation of 
N clemency, 
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clemency, with bis one perill: and that it touched him, 
both in honour to reuenge the diſgraces which he had re- 
ceiued, and in policy to preuent the daungers which he had 
cauſe to feare. Theſe words ſo ſharpened the Kings diſ- 
pleaſure, that from thencefoorth he buſied his braines inn 
one thing more, then how to bring the Duke to his end. 
Now he began to pry more — into his demeandur ; 
to watch his words: to obſcrue actions: and alwayes to in- 
terpret them to the woorſt, framing himſelfe to many vaine 
— nee dleſſe feares. Often times he would complaine of 
him to the Duke of Lancaſter, and the Duke of Yorke how 
fierce and violent he as in his ſpeeches, and croſſe to him 
in all matters. The Dukes would make anſwere, that the 
Duke of Clouceſter their brother, was indeed more hoat 
and vehe ment then they did commend : yet his fierceneſſe 
was ioyned with faithfulueſſe, and his croſneſſe proceeded 
from a care, leaſt the Common- wealth ſhould decreaſe ei- 
ther in honour or in poſſeſſions: and therefore the King had 
neither nee de to feaxe, nor cauſe to diſlike. 

About that time, the Dukes of Lancaſter and of Yorke 
withdrew themſelues from the court, to their priuate hous 
ſes the Duke of Glouceſter alſo went to lye at Plaſhey,neere 
Chelmesforde in Eſſex: vpon aduantage of which ſeperati- 
on, the King ftood diſtracted in minde, bet weene — to 
differ, and ſhame to auow the deſtruction of the Duke, leaſt 
he might happily be diſappoiated by the one, or diſhonou.. 
red by the other. Hereupon hee entred into counfaile with 
John Holland, Earle of Huntington, his halfe brother: and 
Thomas Mombray/ Earle of Notingham, howe the Duke of 
Gloucefter might be ſuppreſſed or oppreſſed rather, the cru- 
elty which was but wauering in the King, yea wanting by 
nature, was ſoone confirmed by euill aduiſe: and being once 
inclined to bloud, he did not faile, either of example ot lewd 
action to followe: or direction of cruell counſaile what to 
doe: ſo the plotte was contriued, and a ccordingthereto, the 
F 3, King. 
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King and the Earle of Notingham rode together into Eſſex, 
as though it were to diſport themſelues in hunting: when 
they were in the middeft ofthe Forreſt, the Earle made ſtay, 
and the King paſſed forth with a ſmall & vnluſpicious com- 
pany to the Duke, lying at Plaſhey: there he ſtayed dinner: 
and then pretending occaſionof preſent returne, he defired 
the Duke to accompany him to London, the faire entrea- 
tie of a Prince, is a moſt forceable commaunde : therefore 
the Duke ſuppoſing that onely to bee intended indeede, 
which was pretended in ſhewe , went to horſe-backe with 
the King, taking ſuch ſmall attendance , as vpon the ſudden 
could be in a readineſſe, and appoimtingtherefi to come af- 
ter him to London, So they rode together, vſing much fa. 
miliar talke by the way, vntill they came neere the place of 
a wait: then the King put his horſe for warde, and the Duke 
comming behinde, was ſuddenly intercepted and ſtayed, 
crying aloud, and calling to the King for his helpe : the King 
continued his journey, as though he had not heard, and the 
Duke was violently cartied to the Thames, and there ſhip- 
_ pedin a veſſcll layed for the purpoſe, and from thence con- 
ueyed ouerto Caliee. | | 
When the Kirg came to London, he cauſed the Earle of 
Warwicke alſo to be arreſted and ſent to priſon , the ſame 
day that hee had invited him to dinner, and ſhewed good 
countenance, and promiſed to be gracious Lord vnto him, 
Vpon the like diſſembled ſhewe, the Earle of Arundell, and 
his ſonne, und certainc others were atreſted allo, and com- 
mitted topriſenin the Ile of Wight, | 

The common people, vpon the apprehending of theſe 
three noble men, whome they chiefely, and almoſt onely 
fruoured, were in a great confuſion and tumult; and there 
wanted but a head to drawe them to ſedition : euery man 
ſorrowed , murmured , and threatned, and daring no fur- 
ther; flood waiting for one to leade them the way: all being 
ready to follo we that, which any one was loath to be ęinne. 
The 
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Ahe Duke of Lancaſter and of Yorke gathered a ſtrong ar- 


mie, and came there with to London, where they were rea- 
dily receiued by the citizens, although the King had com- 
maunde d the contraric : hut this ſeemed to be done, rather 
for garde to thomſelues, then regard to any others. 
The king all this time, kept at a village called Helhame, 
within feure miles of London, having about him a great 
power ef armed men, which he had gathered out of Che- 
ſhire and Wales: and to pacific the common people, hee 
cauſed ti be proclaimed, that the Lordes were not appre- 
hended vpon old diſpleaſures, but for offences lately com- 
mitted, for which they ſhould be appealed by order of law, 
and receine open triall, in the Parliament next following : 
the like meflage was ſent tothe Duke of Lancaſter, andthe 
Duke of Yorke, lying at London: to whome the King made 
faith, for the ſafety of their perſons, and indemnitie of their 
goods, and that nothing ſhould be attempted without their 
privitic and aduiſe: all this was as raſhly belicued,asir was 
craftely giuen out: whereupon the Dukes diſſembled their 
feares, and diſolued their forces, and remained in expectan- 
die what would euſue. 

Alitile before the feaſt of Saint Michael, the Parliament 
began at London, wherein Sir Jahr Buſlie, Sir William Ba- 
got, and Sir Henrie Greene, were principall agents for the 
Kings purpoſe. Theſe were then in all the credite and au- 
thoritic wich the King, & his chiefeſt Schoole- maſters both 
of crueltie and deccite : they were proud, arrogant, and 
ambitious , and vpon confidence of the King fauour , pro- 
feſſed enemies to men of auncient Nobilitie; to the ende. 
that being lately ſtart vp, they might become more famous 
by maintainingcontention with great perſons. And firſt, 
by their importunate trauaile, all the Charters of pardon, 
graunted by the King, were is this Perliament annulled 
and reuoked. Then the prelates did conſtitute Sir Henrie 
Percie theit procurator, and departed the houſe , becauſe 
= 7 they. 
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they might not be preſent in iudgement of bloud. Laſtly, 
the Earle of Arundell, and the Earle of Warwicke were ar- 
raigned; and for the {awe offences, for which they had bene 
pardoned (namely for encroaching to themſelues reyall 
power in iudging to death Simon Barke , lohn Berneis and 
others, without the Kings conſent) were condemned to be 
hanged, drawne, and quartered : but the King ſo modera- 
ted the ſeueritie of this ſentence, that the Earle of Arundell 
was onely beheaded, and the Parle of Warwicke com- 
mitted to perpetuall impriſonment in the Ile of Man. 

- The Duke of Glouceſter , wasſo greatly fauoured, that 
it was thought a point both ofpolicie and peace, not to bring 
him to his epen anſwere, but to put him to death ſecretely: 
ſo he was ſtrangled vnder a fether bedde at Calice by the 
Earle of Notingham, being then Earle Marſhall : which 
death, howſocuer he deſeruędzyet dying as he did, not cal- 
led, not heard, he dyed as guiltleſſe. 

In this ſame Parliament, Thomas Arundel Archbiſhop 
of Canterburie was alſo accuſed , for executing the com- 
miſſion ageinſt Michael Delapoole, Earle of Suffolke : for 
which cauſe, his temporalties were ſeazed ; his lands and 
goods forfeited, as well in vſe, as in poſſeſſion: and he him- 
telfe was adiudged to exile, & charged to departthe realme, 
within ſixe —— then next enſuing. So hee went into 
Fraunce, where afterwardes , he became a principall meane 
of the reuolt which followed. Alſo the Lord Cobbam was 
exiled into the Ile of Gernſey: and Sir Reinold Cobham was 
condemned to death, not for entring into any attempt a- 
gainft the King, but becauſe he was appointed by the Lords 
to be one of his gouernours, and of his counſaile, in the 11. 
yeare of his raigne. 

+ Nowthe King falſely ſuppoſing, that hee was free from 
all daungers, and that the humour againſt him, was cleane 
purged and ſpent, conceiued more ſecreate coutentment, 
then he would openly bewraye; as more able to rn 
| is 
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his ioy, then conctale his feare': being {6 blinded and bewit- 
ched with' continuall cuſtome of farteries, that hee percei- 
ued not, that the ſtate of a Prince is neuer ſtabliſſied by 
crueltie and craft; On the other fide, the common people 
were much diſmayed,ihaung nowe loſt thoſe whome they 
accompted their onely helpes, ang their onely hopes, both 
for — rivate affaires, and for ſupporting the ſtate: and be⸗ 
cauſe theſe miſhapes hapned vnto 5 m, for maintayning a 
eauſe of common diſlike, the peoples ſtomacke was ſtirred 
thereby to much hate and heart-burning, againſt the King, 
And to makt their deat hes the more odious, the Earle of A- 
rundell was reputed a martyr, and pilgrimages were dayly 
made to the place of his burtall:che rumour allo was current, 
but without either aut hour or ground, that his head was mi- 
—_—_— faſtened againe to lu b : this whileſt all men 
ped, and'fib man knew, the' King cauſed the. el to 
bee n vp, anch vjewyed, cen dayes after it Was interred 
aud finding the fame to bet fabuldus, Hte cauſed the 9 


to abe ued where the Earle was la de, and alf mention of 


his birriall to bee taken away, forbie ding publickly an fuch 
r of him afterwards pf bee vſed. Bue this reſtraint 
ſed the More: And the „or if it had beene lawetull, 


ald dug fit e nothing, b being oticg forbiddep,could : not, 


= to 2 It \ 85 alſo.conftantly reported, that the 
as much dil uebel in his: dreames with the Earle, 
— ſerrm g part Vn to him, in ſo terrible and 
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degree of honour long time after, the conquelt of the Nor- 
mans ( whoſe chiefeſt Rulers had no higher title) was ac- 
compted too great for a ſubiect to beare: the fourme of the 
common-wealth, beeing framed by the victors, farre from 
equality of all,and yet S King excepted without eminen- 
cie of any. At the length King Edward the. third created 
his eldeſt Sonne Edward Duke of Cornewale,and made this 
honour hereditarie, conferring it vnto many: ſince which 
time, diuerſe Princes of this Land haue beene eyther put, or 
kept, or hazarded from their eſtate, by men of that quallity 
and degree. The King likewile created the Counteſſe of 
Norfolke, Ducheſſe of Norfolke : the Earle of Sommerſet, 
Marqueſſe of Sommerſet: the Lorde Spencer, Earle of 
Glouceſter: the Lorde Newll, Earle of Weſtmerland: the 
Lorde Scroupe, Earle of Wiltſhire :. and the Lorde Thomas 
Darcy his ſteward, Earle of Worceſter: Among thele, hee 
made diuiſion of a great part of the landes of the Duke of 
Glouceſter, and of the Earles of Arundell and Warwicke; 
ſuppoſing by this double liberality, of honour and poſſeſſi- 
ons, to haue purchaſed to himſelfe moſt firme triendſhips; 
but bought friendes, for the moſt parte, are ſeldome eyther 
ſatisfied, or ſure: and like certaine Rauens in Arabia, ſo long 
as they are full, doe yeeld a pleaſant voyce: but heing emp- 


tie, doe make a horrible cry. 


Now the Duke of Hereforde ray ſed his deſires, don 
with his dignities, and eyther vpon diſdaine, at the vndeſer- 
ued fauour and aduancement of ſome perſons about the 
King: or vpon diſlike, that the King was ſo diſhonourably. 
both abuſed and abaſed by tem: or elſe (perhaps) v 
deſire, to manifeſt his one ſufficiencie in mattexz 
troulement and direction: being in familiar diſcour 
Thomas Mowbraje Duke of Norfolke, hee brake into come; 
plaint, how the Ring regarded not the noble Princes of his, 
Bloud, and Peeres of the Realme, and by extremitics vſed 
to ſome, diſcouraged the zeſt from entermeddling in any 
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2 affaires: how in ſtead of theſe, hee was wholly go- 
uerned b 


ied by certaine new - found and new-fangled fauourites, 
vulgare in birth, corrupt in qualities, hauing no ſufficiencie 


eyther of councell for peace, or of courage for warre; who . 


being of all men the moſt vnhoneſt, and the moſt vnable, 
with hatefulneſſe of the one, and. contempt of the other, 
were generally diſpiſed in all the Realme: that hereby, Firſt 
the honour of the Kings perſon was much blemiſhed ; for 
vngrate and vngracious adherents are alway the way to ha- 
tred and contempt : Secondly, the ſafetie of his ſtate might 
bee em, for extraordinarie fauour to men appa- 
rently of weake or bad deſert , doth breede inſolencie in 
them, and diſcontentment in others, two daungerous hu- 
mours in a common-wealth : Thirdly, the dignitie cf the 
Realme was much empaired: whoſe fortune and valour, be- 
ing guided by the ill — of ſuch vnluckie leaders, ſtood 
neuer in the like termes of doubt and diſtreſſe; ſo that mat - 
ters of peace were tumultuous and vncertaine, and atchiue- 
ments of warre were neuer brought to honourable concluſi- 
on: that Alexander Seueru would haue ſmoaked ſuch 
ſellers of ſmoake ; that Xerxes would haue pulled their skin 
ouer their eares; and high time it was, that the King ſhould 
looke vnto them: for the Nobilitie grew out of heart, the 
Commons out of hope, and all the people fell to a diſcon- 
tented murmuring. And this he ſrigas he ſaid) not for any 
8 for griefe and good will { and therefore de ſired 

e who was one of the priuie Councell, and well 
heard with the King,to diſcouer vnto him theſe deformities 
and daungers, that by repayring the one, hee might happily 
repell the other, 

. Theſe wordes procured to the Duke of Hereforde both 
great offence, and great glorye: at the deliuerie whereot, 
the Duke of Northfolke made ſhewe of good liking , and 
promiſe of ſincere dealing. And in deede, if they had bin 
as faithfully reported by Fre, and by the King as friendlie 
N 8 G 2 taken, 
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taken, as they were faithfully and friendlie meant, many 
miſchiefes might haue beene auoyded: but both of theſe did 
fayle: for tlie Duke of N orffolke, although in former times 
hee had taken part with the Loxdes, yetafterwards, being 
deſirous to be accompted rather among.the-great'men, then 
the good, he made lale of his honour, to maintaine his plea- 
ſure, and continue himſelfe in grace with the King to which 
he was altogether enthralled; ; inſomuch, that the murthe- 
ring of the Duke of Glouceſter, and the execution of the 
Earle of Arundell, was to his charge, e ſpecially committed: 
and ſuppoling vpon this occaſion:to make a tree-hold of his 
Princes tauour, 45 grieuoully aggrauated tlieſe ſpeeches in 
reporting them, and yet cunningly to: with many lyes 
intermixing ſome truthes, or making the truth much more 
then it was. Againe, the King nat: enduring the ſearch of 
his ſoares, did bend his minde rather to umiſh the bold- 
neſſe, then examine the truth of theſe reproofes: his eares 
being lo diſtempered with continuance of. flatterie, that he 
accompted all ſharpe that was ſound, and liked onely that, 
which was preſently pleaſant, and afterwards hurtful. Thus 
ve may dayly obſerue, that no ſtrauge accident doth atany 
time happen, but it is by ſome meanes fore-ſhewedzor fore- 
tould : but becauſe theſe warnings are often · times eyther 
not marked, or miſconſtrued; or els contemned, the euents 
are accompted ineuitable, and the admonitions van. 
The King beeing in this ſort teuehed by the one Dake, 
and tickled by the other, was not reſolued vpon tlie fud - 
dane, what to doe: therefore he aſſembled his Coumeell, and 
called the two Dukes before him, and demaunded of the 
Duke of Norfolke, if hee would openly auouch that which 
hee had ſnggeſted in ſecret, ' The Duke ſeeing it was now 
no time for him, either to ſhrinke or ſhuffle in his tale, with 
a bulde and confident courage repeated all that before hee 
had reported. But the Duke of Hereforde could not bee 
borne downe by countenance, where his cauſe was good : 
: an 
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and therefore after a ſliori ſdemee, vyhereby hee ſeemed tal. 
tler amaied at the ſtrangeneſſt uf chis matter, then abathed 
at the guilt, he made low-abeylance to the King, and great: 
ly both thanked and commended him, that hee lad not gi- 
uen; haſtie credite to matters of ſachgtender touch, as his 
'griefe — — haue berne qt: the blame df raſnmeſſe in re- 
_ ;:defirmg lim to. cõritinue yea while, the reſpite of 
his. diſpleaſure, and to reſeruelhis iudgenient free for indiffe- 
Tent audience. Then lie declared in orderehat ſpeech had 
paſſed from him, vp whabociſion, and to wliat end s all 
che reſt hee ſtoutiy denyed 7 affirming, that: it Was falſely 
ſurmi fad bychisaduertaricy; æythepvpbn malice to picke a 
uarrell or v pon ycophanc ie to picke a thanke, and that 
iereupon hee was vntrue, vniuſt, a furger of ſlaunderous 
and land lyes, whereby he treacheroully indeuoured to 
ſeduce the King co deſtroy the Nobility; and to raiſe diſtur- 
bance within the realme:: anid-this he offered to proue vpn 
him (i che King would perinit) hy the ftroake of a fpeare, 
and by dint of tworg: The Duke of Norfolls ftomack not 
vied to heare fcorne, could not diſgeſt theſe tearmes of dit- 
grate: whereupoti hee ſtiffely ſtood to his firſt — 5 — I 
and for maintenanbertſiereof, heeaccepted, and alſo deſired 
the combat. The King would ſome other ways haue quie- 
ted this contention, bud the Dukes would agree to no other 
kinde of agreement: and thereupon-threw downe their 
gloues one againſt the other, for gages: The King ſeeing 
their obitinacy, graunted tliem the batteilʒ and aſſigned the 
place ay the City of Co zin the moitt h bf Auguſtthen 
next inſiting : where in tie meane tinits fice vauled v ſump- 
tubus Theater, and Lifts royall to be prepared. 
At the lay of combat, tlie two: Dukes came, well banded 
with Noblemen and Gentlemen of thewlinage. The Duke 
of Aumetle for chat day hie, Conſtable, and the Duke of Sur- 
rey fbr the ſame timo and action, hign'Marthiall of England, 
entred into the liſts, witixa great troop of men apparelled in 
5 | : G.3 *Glke- 
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ſilke ſendale, embroydred witlt ſiluer; euery man hauing a 
tipped ſtaffe to keepe the field in order. About the — 
prime, the Duke of Hereford came to the barriers of the liſts 
mounted vpon a white courſer, barbed with blew & greent 
veluet, embroydred gorgiouſſy with Swans and Antilops of 
Gold-ſmiths worke, armed at all points, & his ſword drawn 
in his hand. The Conftable and Marſhall came to the barri- 
ers, and demaunded of him, who hee was? He anſwered :1 
am Henry Duke of Hereford, and am come to do my deuoire 
againſt Thomas Mowbray Duke of Norfolke, as a traitour to 
God, the K ing, the Realme, and me. Then he ſware vpon 
the Euangeliſts, that his quarrell was right, & * that point 
defired to enter the lifts, then hee put vp his Word, 
downe his beauier, made a croſſe on his fore - head, and with 
| ſpeare in hand, entred into the lifts, and there lighted from 
his horſe, and fatedowne in a chaire of greene veluet, which 
was ſet in a trauerſe of greene & blew veluet at the ane end 
of the liſtes : and ſo expected the comming of his enemie. 
Soone after, King Richard entred the field with great pomp, 
both in brauery and traine: he had in his company, the E 

of S. Paule, who came purpoſely out of Fraunce to ſee this 
combat tryed: he was attended with all the noble Peeres 
of the Realme, and guarded with tenne thouſand men in 
armes, for feare of any ſudden or intended tumult. 

When hee was placed on his ſtage, which was very curi- 
ouſly and richly ſet forth, a King at armes made proclamati- 
on in the name of the King, and of the high Conſtable, and 
of the Marſhall, that no man except ſuch as were appointed 
to order and Marſhall the geld, ond touch any parte of 
the lifles, * paine of death. This proclamation beeing 
ended, another Herrald cryed: Behold here, Henry of Lan- 
caſter, Duke of Hereford, appellant, who is entred into the 
liſtes royall, to doe this deuoire, againſt Thomas Mowbray, 
Duke of Norfolke, de fendant, vpon paine to bee accompred 
falſe and recreant. The Duke of Norfolke was houeting on 

. "| horſchacke 
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e the liſtes, his horſe being barbed: 
wath crimſon veluet,embroadered ritchly with lions of 6L 
uer, and mulberrie trees: and when he had. made his oath, be- 
fore the Conſtable and Marſhall; tha: his quarrell was iuſt 
and true, he entred the fielde boldly, crying aloud Godaides 
him that hath the right: then he baboedfiom his horſe, and: 
fattedowne in a chaire of Crimſon veluet, curtained aboute! 
with red and white damaske, and placed at tlie other ende 
of che liſtes. The Lord Marſhall viewed both their ſpeares: 
to ſee that they were of equall length the one ſpeare he oa. 
ried kim ſelfe to the Duke of Here ford, and ſent the other tò 
the Duke of Norfolke by a Knight. This done, a. Herraldt 
. — that the trauerſes and chayres of the combat - 
ould be remoued, commaunding them in the Kings 
name, to mount on bortetacke, and ddreil-rhemfeloes tot 
the encounter, the Dukes were quickly horſed, and-cloſed - 
their beauiert, atud: caſt their ſpeares.into the reſti Then the 
trunipetes ſbunded,and the Duke of Hereforde fet forth to- 
wards his, enewy,abour ſixe or ſrauen paces: but before the 
Duke of Norfolke began to put fore warde, the King caſt 
downe his eee the Herralds cried, ho: then tlie King 
— the Frome te be taken from theni, and cm 
maynded th em * their horſes, and returne againe to 
their chaires: vhere they remained aboue twolong houres, = 
whilſt che Kine deliberated with his councell what was ft 
teſt to be done. At laſt, the Hetralds cryed ſilence: and Sir 
Jabs Borq a ſecretary af ſtate, with a loude voice read! the = 
ſentence ant geterminstion of c King and his Councell 
out of a long roule : wherein was contained, that Henry of 
Lancaſter Duke of Hereford, appellant, and Thamas Mem- 
& Hake. of Norfolke, defendant, had honourably appea- 
day within the. liſts: royallanddeclared — 
Ale hardy champions; being not onely ready but 
forward anddefirous 3 the battell: but bet auſe this 
was a matter of great eg & import, the King _ 
G 4, 
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the adilice of li Cbuncell, thbught it meet tertaka the fame 
into luis Me hands:amd:therobponihad decreed, that Hm 
Duke of Hereford, becauſe hee had diſpleaſed the King, and: 
fix.diners other conſideratians, ſhould within 15. dayes next 
following, depart out of the Realme, and not to returne du- 
ring che terme of ten yreres, without tlie Kings eſpeciall 
licence, vpon paine of deateinm. U % Al 
„When. this iudgement was heard, à confuſed noyſe was 
rayſed among the people, ſome lamenting eyther the deſert, 
on tlie iniurie of the Duke of Hereforde, whom they exeee- 
dingly fauored: others laughing at the conceit of the King: 
Arlt incauſing;And afterwards in truſtrating ſo great am ex- 
pectation: herein heiſeemed to doe not much vnlike Ca- 
| ligala'; Who lying in Framoe with a great armie neere x 
fea ſhoart, gair the ſigne of battell, ſet his men in array tar 
ched foorth 4s if it lad been xo om grłat piece of ſuruidt 
and fudienly commanded them all to gatller cockles “ 
Then the Herralds cryed apaine; & yes and eh geανε 
tarie did read on, how: the K ing had: likewyiſt otdaſ ned 
that Thoma ¶Molbraie Duke vf Northflke, becauſt lich 
ſowv en ſedition, by. wordswhertof he could wal t6phoete; 
ſhould audide the Realme:of England, and nut vc νο⁰ 
gxing,yponpaine of deathi: and lab the Kirgοεecke 
the: profits and reuenues of luis ande noili he had Tee id 
ſuch ſummes of money as th Duke lad daben i U wipes 
of tlie garriſonſof eee e 111 0 N 
this King prohibited, von pafne ef RIAN dd Ie 
that: e ſhould ye mtr anna rey 
behalfe6f vycher of theſe td DUE „L 90.21 5 12 300 
- «Thiele ſentences being in this ſełe pfłonounced, tlie Ki 
caltegithe'two exiles betere him, and ts e of thetit arr oth, 
Fhavithey ſhould not-connerſerrogethiet i Fortjble Regions? 
norinewillingly come in place wolſere the b Was T Tea! 
ring 4as it was like ꝙ eas their commoiy Mlednrehtiment 
ſhould i tliem, firſt to receræ ilement, and after ic to 
MX} 4.1 
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revenge. But thispolicie was ouer yeake for this purpoſe: 


for oathes are commonly ſpurned aſide, when they lye in ? 
d 


the way, either to honouror revenge : and if their vnite 
forces was much to be regarded, theit ſqyerate powers was 
not altogether to be contemned. Thetetore the later prin- 
es of this Realme,bave with more ſafetie, holy aboliſhed 
the vſe of abiuration and exile: and doe either by death 
extinguiſh the power, or by pardon alter the will of great 
offenders, from entring into deſperate and dautigerous at- 
tempts: which men in miſerie and diſptace, haue more ve- 
hemencit to be gin, and more obſtinacle to continne. When 
the. Famoites haq; once ſo encloſed the Romaine legions: 
within certayne ſtreights, that they left them neither ſpace 
to fight, nor way to flic : but without force enforced them 


to yeelde: they lentto Heremnius Puntius, an aged rule of 


their ſtate, for his aduiſe, hat were beſt for the nt doe? 
his anſwete was, chat the Romainesſhould be pœrtwitted 0 
depair, without any hurt; lofſe; or gore: This pleaſed net 
ſachus were, eyiber couctous for fpoyle;or cruell for blouds 
and chetefore they ſent vnto him the ſecond time: who thei 


retuynedranſwerer, that the Romanes ſhould bee put᷑ to the 

Gvatde, and not one man ſuffeted to eſcape.: The contrarte-- 

tie of theſe two counſailes, brought the old mani into ſuſ- 

pittonof dotage : but he comming in — the campe, . 
( 


maintained bath ta be good: the fixft whereof: (which he 
thought beſt) would by vnexpected fauour, ptouoke the 
Romanes to a petpetuall friendſhip: the ſecond Wbuld de- 
ferte tho Marten for many! yeares, wherein the enemies 


ſhould bazdly re couer ſtrength: third counſaile, there was 


none that ſafely mi ght be followed. Ves (laid the Samvites) 
to graunt chem their liues, yet with ſuch conditions of ſpoyle 
and ſhame, as the lawes of victorie doe lay vpon them. This 


in the way (anſwered NMerennius) which neither Winheth 


friends, not weakeneth enemies i but will much encreaſe 
the fury againſt vs, & nothing diminiſh the force. And cuen 
7 N H 
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ſo , in matters of moreparticularity, that courſe of puniſh2 
ment is out of courſe; v hich doth neither reclaime the mind 
of men, nor reſtraine the might from miſchieuous endeuours. 
But againe to our pytpoſe. | | : 

The Duke of Norto!ke, hauingnow got a fall, where he 
thought to take his reſt, repented his enterpriſe, and vrtetly 
condemned his light conceite of the Kings lightneſſe, and ſo 
with extreame griefe and anguiſh of minde, he departed out 
of the Realme into Almaine, and from thence trauelled to 
Venice; where through violence of thought and diſcontent- 
ment; in ſhort time he ended his dayes. This ſentence of ba- 
niſnment was giuen againſt bim the ſame day of the yeere 
* herein the Duke of Glouceſter by his wicked meanes was 
flrangled to death at Calice. 

The Duke of Hereford tooke his leaue of the King at El- 
tham, who, there ſtroke away foure yeres of his baniſhment, 
& euen vffred himſelfe to be fav ned vpon & thanked, for ſo 
odious a benefit. And this infortunate aduenture he neither 


bare out vaingloriouſly, nor yet tooke impatiẽcly: but inthe 


midſt of his miſery,retained ſtill his reput at ion and honour; 
ſhewing no ſigne of forrow or ſubmiſnes in his countenance, 
nor letting fall auy int emperate and vnſeemely word. The 


people as he departed, by heaps flocked about him, ſome to 


ſec, and {ome to ſalute him tlamentiag his departure in ſuch. 
ſort, as though their onely light and delight did then forſake 
them: not ſpating to exelaime, that it was againſt the law of 
armes, agsinſt the cuſtome of ibe Realme, and againſt all 
right wWhatſoeuet, hat he ſhould be exiled, who had done his 
honourable endeuour for the maintenance of his appeale. 
This affection was the more exceſſiue, for that the duke was 
driuen into exile by occafion of his liberall ſpee ches againſt 
the moſt hateful perſons in all the Realme: & being the one- 
ly noble man then aliue, of the popular faction, the loue was 
wholly accumulated vpon him, which was before deuided 
among the reſt, And thus the Duke leauing England,tooke 
* ſhipping 
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ſhipping, and paſſed the Seas to Calice, & from theuce went 
into Fraunce: where hee was honourably entertained by 
Charles the French King, and found ſuch fauour, that hee 
ſhould haue taken to wife, the onely daughter of [ohn Duke 
Berrie, vnckle to the King of Fraunce, but King Richarde, 
tearing the ſequel, if the fauor which vras born to the Duke 
of Hereford within the Realme ſhould be ſtrengthned with 
ſo great affinitie in Fraunce, calt ſuch ſtops in the way, that 
the marriage did not proceede,, 1 5 
This yeare the Lawrell trees withered, almoſt through- 
out the Realme, and afterwardes againſt allexpectat ion xe- 
couered life & flouriſhed againe. The ſame yeare in Chriſt- 
maſſe holy-daies, a deepe ryuer which runneth betweene 
Snedliſtorie and Hareſwood, neere to Bedford, ſuddaine ly 
ſtayed the ſtteame: ſo that for three miles in lengih, the chan- 
nell was left drie, and no courſe of water did hindet paſſege 
on foot. This was afterwards interpreted to preſage, the re- 
uolt of the people, & the diuiſion which happened the year 
following: to cheſe we may adde certaine other prodegies, 
either forged in that fabulous age, or happening commonly 
and of courſe, are then ohely noted, when any notable ac- 
cident doth enſue. When K. Richard brought his firſt wife 
out of Beame, ſhe had no ſooner ſer foote within this land, 
bur ſuch a tempeſt did forthwith ariſe, as had not bene ſecne 
many yeares before: whereby diuers ſhips within the hauen 
werequaſhed to peeces, but eſpecially, and firſt of all, the 
ſhip wherein the Queene was carried,this was the rather ob. 
ſeraed,, becauſe ſuch ſtiffe ſtormes were like x iſe flirting: 
when the king brought his ſecond wife out of France: wher- 
in many ſhips periſhed, & a great part of the Kings fardage 
wasloſt, At Newcaftle vpon Tine, as two ſhipwrites were 
. fquaring a pie ce of Timber, where ſoeuet they hewed, bloud 
iſſue d forth in great aboundance, At one of the Kings pala- 
ces, flies {warmed ſo thicke, that they obſcured the ayre: - 
theſe fought together moſt fiercely,ſo that ſackfuls lay dead. 
"IR Bn ag H 2a. vpon. 
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vp the ground, ad this continued ſo long, that ſcarce the 
third parc of them (is it was thought) remained aliue, many 
like accidents are recorded of chat time; but I wil maintaine 
neither theatuth of them, nor what they did pretend: being 
a mattet wherein moſt men axe rather ſupexſtitious, then not 
cre dulaus, and doe ofientimes repute common occurrences 
ta be ominous, When any ſtrange event doth enſue. Vet as I 
am loath to auouch any yaine and trifling matter, ſo dare I 
not detract all truth frõ things anciently reported; although 
done in an age wherein yvas ſome delight iu lying, many do 
ſuppoſe, ht choſe things which axe fatally allotted, though 
they neuer be ayoided, yet ſometimes ate foreſhewen: not 
ſo much that we may preuent them, as that wee ſhould pre- 
pate out ſelues againſt them. | | 
In the two anditwenty yeare of the raigne of K. Richard, 
John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſter died, and was buried, on 
the north · ſide of the high alter oſ the Cathedrall Church of 
8. Paule in London, hee was a man aduiſed and warie in his 
paſſages of life, liking better ſafe courſes with reaſon, then 
happy by chaunce: of his owne glory, he was neither negli - 
ocat, nor amnbitiouſly careful: towards the King hee caried 
himſelfe iu teatms honoutahle inough for a moderat prince, 
and yet gotiſa plauſihle· as a vaine man would deſire; where 
by there neuer happened to him any extraordinary matter, 
either in preiudice, or preferment. After his death, the Dus 
chy of Lancaſter did in right deuolue to the Duke of Here- 
forde, his eldeſi ſon: but che King (as the nature of man is in- 
clinable, to hate thoſe vhome hee hath harmed) ſeazed all 
the landes ant goodes which appertained to the Duke of 
Lanc after, into his one handes ; and determined to perpe- 
tuate the baniſhment of Duke Henry his ſonne: reuokingthe 
letters pattẽts, which were: gtauu ted to him at his departure: 
whereby. his genorall atiurneis were enabled to proſecute 
his cauſes and ſue fiucrie of any inherirance; Which during 
his exile, might fall vnto him, his homage being reſpited for 
| arcalos 
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a reaſonable fine. The king ſuppoſed his eſtate more ſafe by 
the weaknefle and want of the Duke, wheme he had nowe 
in ſome iealouſfie and di ibte: bur theſe violent dealinges 
were meanes rathiet to prouoake his miſchiefes, then to pre- 
uent them for by iniurivus ſuppreſſing of the Dukes great- 
neſſe, he greatly augmented tlie ſane. 

Edmund Duke of Yorke, the Kings onely vacle which re- 
maine d aliue, had hetherto enforced his patience, to endure 
many things againſt his liking : but nowe either in diſdaine 
of this indignity, or in diſtruſſ both of his owne ſafety, & of 
the common tranquillity of the realme, hee retired himſelfe 
with the Duke of Aumetle his ſon, te his houſe at Langley: 
ſuppoſing priuatnes to bee the beſt defence, both from dan- 
ger and blame, where neither the King had iudgement to 
diſcerne, nor any about him had, either heart or honeſty to 
admoniſh what was done amiſſe; where an honourable 
fame was held ſuſpected, and a good life more in hazard the 
2 bad: proteſting that none of theſe practiſes, were either 
deuiſed by his counfaile, or done by his conſent. 

At this time, the whole frame of the ſtate was much ſha- 
ken, and matters of great weight and moment, did hang by 
a very ſlender thred, The King was plunged in plezfure and 

ſloath: after whoſe example, others alſo (as men doe com- 
monly conforme their mindes according to the princes diſ- 
poſition) gaue ouer themſelues to dilicacie aud eaſe: whitre- 
by cowardiſe crept in, and ſhipwracke was made, both of 
manhood and glorie. The chiefeſt affaires of Rate,had bene 
ordered for a long time, according to private reſpects x her- 
by the common · wealth loſt both the fatte, and the fauour, 
and ſeemed not at ſeaſons and by degrees, but with a maine 
couiſe, and at once to ruinate and fall. The north parts were 
many times canuaſed, and by ſmall, yet often loſſes, almoſt 
conſumed by the Scots: who had there taken many townes 
and caſtles, and defaced all the countrey with {laughter and 
ſpoile. Likewiſe the ſouth partes were often- times waſte d 
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by the Frenchmen :.and in Fraunce many ſtrong holds were 
loſt, It was alſo conſtantly affirmed, that the King made a- 
greement to deliuer ynto the. King of Fraunce, the poſſeſſi- 
on of Czlice, and of other townes which hee helde inthoſe 
parts; but the performance thereof was reſiſted by the lords 
whether this were true or ſurmiſed probably, as aęreeable 
to the Kings looſe gouernment, I cannot certainely affirme. 
As fot Ireland, which in the time of K. Edward the third was 
kept in order and awe,by acquainting the people with reli- 
gion andciuility,and drawing them to delight in the plenty 
and ple aſures of well re claymed countries; whereby it ycel- 
ded to the kings coffets, thirty thouſand pounds euery yere: 
it was then ſuffered to runne into waſte, and the people by 
rudenefle became intractible: ſo that the houlding thereof 
charged the King, with the yearely diſpence of thirty thou- 
ſand markes. Many ſuc cours had: beene ſent into theſe ſeue- 
rall countries; but ſcatter ingly, and dropping, and neuer ſo 
many at once, as to furniſh the warres fully. The King made 
{ome expe dit. ons in his owne perſon, with greate prepara- 
tion and charge: bur beeing once out of credite, x hatſoe- 
uer fell out well, was attributed to others; miſfortiunes were 
imputed onely to him. If any thing were happily at chieued 
by ſome of the nobility, it was by thekings baſe hearted pa- 
raſites, to whom millitary vertue was altogether 5 
ſo extinuated, or depraue d, or enuie d, that it was ſeldome 
rewarded, ſo much as with countenance and thankes : yea 
ſometimes it procured ſuſpicion and danger;the King being 
informed by a cunning kinde of enemies, commenders, that 
to be adiſcrect and valiant cemmander in the fielde, was a 
vertue peculiar to aPrince:and that it was a perilleus point, 
to haue the name of a man of private eſtate, famous for the 
ſame in euery mans mouth. Here upon, fe we ſought to riſe 
by vertu and valure, the readier way was, to pleaſe the plea- 
fant humour of the Prince. Likewiſe matters of peace, were 
managed by men of weab eſt ſufficiency, by whoſe counſell 
either 
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either ignorant or corrupt, the deſtruction of the beſt harted 
nobility, was many times attempted, & at the laſt wrov ght. 
The profits and reuenues of the crowne were ſaid to bee let 
to farme, the. King making himſelfe landlord of his realme, 
and challenging no great priuiledge by his reigne, but onely 
à diſſolute and vncontrouled life. Great ſummes of mony 
were yearly, cather exacted from the ſubiects, then by them 
yoluntatily graunted : whereof no good did enſue, but the 
maintenance of the Kings priuate delightes, & the aduance- 
ment of bis hatefull fauorites, To theſe he was ſomewhat a- 
boue his power liberall:for which cauſe he was faine to bore 
row, begge, and extort in other places: but he purchaſed not 
ſo much loue by the one, as hate by the other. Beſides the 
ordinary tearmes of tenthes andfiftenthes, which were ma- 
ny times paid double in one yeare, diuers newe impoſitions 
were by him deuiſed & put in vſe:ſometimes exacting xii. d. 
of cuery perſon throughout the realine ſometimes of eue- 
ry religious man and woman vi. s. viii. d. and of every ſe- 
cular prieſt aſmuch, and of euerie lay perſon maried or ſole, 
xii,d, Vnder the fauourable tearme of beneuolence, hee wi- 
ped away from the people ſuch heapes of money, as were li- 
tle anſwerable to that free and friendly name. He borrowed 
in all places of the realme great ſummes of money vpon his 
priuy ſeales, ſo chat no man of worth could eſcape his loane ; 
but be ſeldome, and to fewe, returned payment againe. 
This preſent yeare, he ſent certaine Biſhops, and other 
perſonages of honor, to all the ſhires and corporations wilh- 
in che tealme, to declare ynto the people the Kings heauie 
diſple aſure againſt them, for that cheyba bin abetters and 
complices of the Duke of Glouceſter, and of the Earles of 
Arundell and Warwicke : and that the King was minded to 
make a roade vpon them, as common enemies, excepte 
they would acknowledge their offence , and ſubmit them- 
ſelues to his mercie and grace, Hereupopn, all the men of 
worth in euery ſhire and Towne corporate, made their ac- 
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knowledgment & ſubmiſſion in writing vnder their ſcales 
& after wardes were faine io graunt ynta the King,fuch im- 
portable ſummes of money, to purchaſe againe bis fauour, as 
the land being already greatly impoueriſhed, they were 
hardly able to endure, Then were exacted of the ſtrange & 
vnaccuſlomed oathes, which were put like wiſe iu writing, 
vnder their ſeales. They were allo cõpelled to ſet their hands 
and ſeales to blancke chartes; he rein the King might after- 
wardes cauſe to be wriftcn what he would; ſo that all the 
wealth of the realme was in a manner at his deuotion and 
pleaſure, Theſe and ſuch like violen ces, were far wide from 
the moderate gouernement of K. Henrie the ſecond : whoe 
maintaining great warres, and obteyning a larger dominion, 
then perteyne d at any othestime to this realme of England, 
neuer demaunded ſubſidie of his ſubiectes: and yet his trea= 
ſure after his death, was founde to be nine hundred thouſand 
poundes, beſides his Ie wels, and his plate. | 
Th this ſort the King bearing a heauie hand vpon his ſub- 
ie cts, and they againe a heauie hart againſt him, and being 
withall a Prince weake in action, and not of valure ſuffici- 
ent to beare out his vices by might, the people at length re- 
ſolued to treuolt, aud rather to runne inte the hazard of a ru- 
inous rebellion, then to endure ſafctic ioyned with ſtauerie: 
ſo they attended occaſion, which ſhortly after was thus offe . 
red. The King teceined letters of aduertiſement out of Ire- 
land (which being priuiledged from other venimous beaſts 
hath al waies bcene peſtered with traytors) how the Barba- 
rous Iriſh had cut in pieces his garriſon, and flaine Roger: 
Mortimer Earle of Matſh, (who had beene declared heire 
apparent to the Crowne) exctciſing all the cruckie in wa- 
ling of the country, Which wrath and rage of victorie could 
incite a Bar barous people to pꝶctiſe. This loſſe being great 
in it ſelfe, the hard affection #29 people did much augmet 
by report: wherupon the King deliberated ,whether jr were 
requiſite that hee ſhould vnder- take the warre in perſon, or 
| | commit 
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commit ic to cõmanders of lower degree ? Some perſfwaded 
bim, that wholly to ſubdue Irelande, ſteod neither with pol- 


licie, nor yet almoſt with poſſibilitie: for if it were fully and 
8 quietly poſſeſſed ; ſome goucrnour might hap to prowe to 
nf that gtearneſſe, as to make himſelfe abſolute Lord thereof, 
py and n was better to hold it cereaino weake ene- 


n mies, then ſu b y mightie friendes; yet by whac 
% meanes — thoſe boyges & thoſe woods del ouercome, 


1 which are more — wha then the walled Townes of 
N other countries? Then if the purpoſe mere, onely toreprefſe 
5 che ſauage people; the war was of no ſuch as ſhould 

draw the sg ve asd in the fielde : and therefore he might 


* Ray in the welt partes of England , and from thence make 
5 ſhew of the princely puiſſance and Gare; neither venturing 
1 his perſon without 2. «nd ready atheud if necde ſhould 
require,” OthetEwere of opinion , char to ſubdue and reple- 
viſh Ireland, was a matte? neither of difficultie nor daunger: 
— both profirable and honourable to the King, and to God 
2 e, For if credite might bee giuen to aunc ient 
hiſtories? this realme of England was once as in ſupetable 
; with bogs and woods, 2s Ireland wes then: but the Romane 
conquerors kept not their preſidiarte Souldiers in idle gar- 
riſon, many times the minde grew mutinous, and 
" the body diſeaſed, and both vnable for the labour and hard- 
| neſſe ef the field: but they held as well chem as the ſubdued. 
ä pm i exerciſed, eicher in building of townes 
in places 2 mak of high —_ 
in drayni paving meades the coun= 
trie —— fruirfall and ee eee people — 

| e 
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ept many jes in quiet obedience, (ſo bong 2s 
key ment ene ) withontcither fe are or 
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prouinces : Secondly by conſtituting in euery prouince di- 
uers officers, as Lĩeutenants rud procurators, whereof one 
was able to reſtraine the other, the firſt having power ouer 
the bodies ef the ſubiects, the ſecond ouer their goods æhird- 
ly , by changing theſe officerseuery yeare; which was too 
— a time tœeſtabliſh a ſoueraigntie: Laftly, by retaining 
at Rome, their wiues and children, and whole priuate eſtate, 
as pledges for their true deme anute. That the daunger was 
rather to be feared', leaſt a weake enemĩe whileſt hee was 
' contemned, ſhould gather ſtrength and be able to ſtand vp. 
pon termes of withſtanding:example hereof, happened whe 
the Romaines ouercame this Iland; for many Britanes who 
vpon no cõditions would abide bõdage, withdrew thẽſelues 
into the Northparts of the land, & by maintaining their aun. 
cient cuſtome of painting their bodies, were called of the 
Romanes, Picti: theſe were negleRed a long time, and held 
in ſcorne, as neither of force, nor of number te bee thought 
worthy the name of enemies: but afterwards they confede - 
rated themſelues with other people, and ſo ſharply aſſaulted 
the ſubdued Britaines,that being vnable to reſiſt, & the Ro- 
manes ſhtin cking from rtE; they were conſtrained te deſire 
helpe of the Saxons ⁊ and ſo bet weene their enemies & their 
aides( being ſet as it were hetwixt the beetle and the block) 
they loſt the — of the beſt part of their land. That it 
was a pittifull pollicy for aſſurance of peace, to lay all waſte 
as a wildernes, and to haue dominionouer trees and beaſts, 
and not ouer men. That hereby the King did loſe the reue- 
nue of a fruitfull countrie, & the benefit of wealthy ſubieRs, 
Which ar the ſureſt treaſure that a Prince can haue. That 
hereby alſo the maĩeſty of his eſtate was much impaired:for 
(as Salom6 ſaith) The honor of a king cõſiletb in the multitude 
of ſubieftes. That the country being vnturniſhed of people, 
was open to al opportunity of forraine enemies. That if none 
- of theſe 2 would moue: yet the King was bounde in 
duty, to reduce thoſe ſauages to the true worſbippe of Gai 
Rl V 
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who dl chen either prophanely contemne him, or ſupetſti- 
tiouſly ſerue him. 8 
Theſe reaſons ſo weighed with the King, that he gathered 
a mightie armie, determining to goe in perſon into Ireland, 
& to pacific the country befare his t̃eturue: but al his proui- 
ſion was at the charge of the ſubie&s*and wheras in time cf 
ſedition, a wiſe Prince will leaſt grieuc his people. As ſee- 
ming to ſtand in ſome ſort at their curteſie, & hauing to im- 
ploy their bodies beſide; the King in peace no ſtoarer for 
war, was forced to offend, when hee ſhould haue bene moſt 
care full to win fauour. So about Whitſontide, he ſet forth 
en his voyage With many men, aud fewe ſouldiours; being a 
diſſolute and vntrained company, and out of all compaſſe of 
obedience, hee caried with him his whole treaſure, and all 

the goods and auncient Ie wels appertaining to the crowne. 

In his company went the Duke of Aumerle, and the Duke 

of Exceter, and divers other noble men, and many Biſhops, 

and the Abbot of Weſtminſter. He alſo tooke with him the 
ſonnes of the Duke of Glouceſter, and of the Duke of Here. 
ford; whoſe fauourours he chiefly feared. 

When hee came to Briſtowe, hee was put into ſuſpicion, 
(whether vpon ſome like lyhood, or meere mallice) that Hen. 
ry Percy Earle of Northumberland and certaine others, en- 
tended ſome diſloyall enterprize age inſt him : and for that 
eauſc did not ſollow himinto Ireland, but had faſtned friend. 
ſhip with the King of Scots, vpon purpoſe to retire thẽſelues 
into his country, i their attempts Gelid faile. Hereupon the 
liogſent meſſage that the Earle ſhould forthwith vnto 
bim with all the power that hee could conuenientſy make. 
The Earle returned anſwere, that it was vnneceſſary in re- 
ſpect of that ſeruice, to draw men from ſuch diſtant places; 

or the Iriſh rebels were neither ſo many nor ſo a 
the King had firengrh at hand ſufficient to ſuppreſſe : 
thatit was alſo daungereus to disfurniſh the ——___ 
their forces and to e to the Scottiſh borde- 
v2. ; 2 ers, 
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rers, who were alwayes vacertaine friends intheivdetremi- 
ties, and aſſured enemies vpon aduantage. The King ſeeing 
his commaunde ment in theſe termes Boch contemned and 
controulled , would net Rang to-rEafou the matter with the 


Earle, neithor had he the reaſon'to-defer revenge 'vatill hee 


had full power to worke it i but preſengly in the vielence of 
his fury, cauſed the Earle and his confedenates to beproclai. 
med traitors, aud all their lands and goods to befſeized to his 
vie. Fre Barle toske gricuouſly this diſgrace, and determi- 
ned to cure & cloſe vp his herme with the diſturbance af the 
common late. Aud thus the King hauing feathered theſe 


arrowea.agem his owne breft, paſſed foocth ig his ioumey 


into Ircland. | 
| This expedition at the firft proceeded and fucceeded ex- 
ceedingly wel, and the king obtained many viAories, even 
without battell, as leading his men to a ſlaughter rather then 
toa fight :for the ſauage kiſh were noi vader one gauerne- 
ment, but were deuided into many partialities and factions, 
and ſeldome did two or three parts ioyne their common 
2 and ſtudy together i fo whileſt one by one did fight, 
all of them were either ſubdued or ſſalne. Bat thoſe neives 
lictlereioyced the common peoplo, they luſted not to liſten 
thereto : their common talke was to recount their common 
* lay them together, & aggrauate them by con- 
ru@ion : euery man more abounding in complaints then 
he did in miſeries.” Alſo the noblemen (tho principall oblect 
of cruelty) began to diſeourſe both their private dangors, & 
the deformities of che ſtate: and vpon opportunity: of the 
Kings abſence, ſome of them did conſpire i cui off that au- 
thority which would not be eapfined;& tocuſt it vpon ſome 


other, who was moſt like to repsise that which K. Richer 
had ruined: or if (ſayde they) our power ſhall come ſhort ef 


i good apurpoſe,yer wil we {elthlw both our liuos $0 lands 
yith glory the fold; which winhwertaiticy. inpeace we cen 
rte The onely mann Mm al aſtoaclolucd, was 
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Fra duke of Herefard(ivhom fine the demh of his facher 
2 _— duke - Lancaſtor) not — his ewnmotien or de- 
re, hut bacauſe was generally e emed meet : as being 
of che rayall blaud, and nent by diſcont fu in alos to che ſuc- 
ceſſign pf the cr that had made hanna ble prog fe 
of hit vettues and valura ub amy n of note that remai- 
ned aſiue, oſ theſe that beſoro had flegd in anues ogaiuſt the 
King, for the hcbooſe af the Common-wealth i for which 
caſe —— deeply — that chm bob in 1 
in ſtate. This attempt p as paſſihle to prouc;end ofne. 
ceſſity to be fallo wed : whoroupen — Aiſpetebed 
their lettexs to the Duke ; — — 
wy declaring — ane —.— 
25 for theix ou e particular they \aredarced t 
force 1 thavif ic would ptreſe kim 10 
make the head, they Mauld ſuaniſn him tho body ot un able 
army, to expell the King from his v to got at; 
and ig ſettle the paſſeſſion of che Crowny it tim, who was 
more apt and able ine che famer cha chey would not 
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We are ſent vnto you (right high and noble Prince) from 
the chiefe Lards and ſtates of our land, not te ſeeke revenge 
againſt our King vpon priuate iniury and diſpleaſure : nor v- 
pona deſperate diſcontentment to ſet the ſtate onfire z nor 
to procute the ambitious aduancement of any perticular per 
ſon: but to open vnto you the deformities and decaies of our 
broken eſtate, and to deſire your aide, in ſtaying the ruinous 
downfall of the ſame. The remembrance of the honourable 
reputation that our countric hath borne, and the noble aes 
which it hath atchiued, doth nothing els, but make the baſe. 
nes more bitter vnto vs, wherinto it is new fallen. Our victo- 
rious armes haue heretofore bene famous and memorable, 
not onely within the bownds of eur Ocean ſea, and in the 
Ilands adioyning vnto vs; but allo in France, in Spaine, and 
in other parts of Europe, yea in Aſia and in Aﬀeickeagainft 
the Infidels and Barbarians:ſe that all Cl:riſtiau Princes haue 
bene either glad to imbrace our friendſhip, or loath to pro- 
- uoke vs to hoſtility, Butnowe the rude Scott, whoſe ſpirits 
| we haue ſo many times broken, and brought on their knees, 
doe ſcernfully inſult yppon vs: che med and fugiriue Iriſh, 
haue ſhaken of our ſhackles ,'and gutted themſelues vppen 
vs, with maſſachres & ſpoiles:withtheſe we dayly fight, not 
for glory, but to liue: inſomuch as we are become a pitty to 
our friends, and a verie ieaſt to our molt baſe and contemp- 
tible enemies. In deed the King hath both ſent and led great 
armies into theſe countries, but in ſuch ſott, that hey bins 
much waſted the realme with their maintenance; but nei- 
ther reuenged nor telieued it with their armes: and no mer- 
uaile, for all our diligent and diſcreete leaders (the verie ſi- 
newes of the field) are either put to death, or baniſhed, or el 
lie bun ed in obſcurity aud diſgrace :'and the marſhalling of 
all affaires is committed (without any refpeR of ſufficiency 
vrt deſert) te the counſaile & conduct of thoſe, who can beſt 
apply themſelues to the Kinggyoutbfull delightes. 
theſe, auncient nobility is accompted a yaincicalt ; _ 
| an 
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and vertue are the ready meanes to bring to deſtruct ion. 
It grieues me to ſpeake, but it helpeth not, to hide that 
which cuery man ſeeth : gur aunceſtors lived in the higheſt - 
pitch and perfection of liftertic;but we of ſeruilitie, being in 
the nature, not of ſubiectes, hut of abiectes, and flat ſlaues: 


rot to one intractable Priuce onely, but to many proude & 


diſdaine full fauorites;not alwaies the ſame, but euer new; 8e - 
ne ſooner haue we ſatisfied ſome, bur freſh hungrie maſters . 
are ſtraight waies ſet ypon vs, who haue more endamaged + 
vs by cxtertion & bribes,then the enemy hath done by the 
ſword. What vnuſuall kindes of exactions are dayly put in 
practiſeꝰ without either meſure or end, and oftentimes with 
out need: or if any be, it proceedeth rather vpon ryotus ex- 
enſes, then any neceſſary or honeurable charge: and great © 
mmes of money are pulled and pilled from gogd ſubiects, 
to be throwne eee e vnthrifts. And if 
any man openeth his mouth againſt theſe extorted taxati- 
ons, then either by feined impuratis of capitalcrimes,or by 
ſmal matters agtzrauated, or elſe by open crueltie and force, 
his life or liberty is forthwith hazarded. It were to tedious, : 
too odious too friuolus te put you in mind of particular ex- 
amples, as though your owe eſtate, & the lamentable loſſe 
of your vncle, & other noble friends, could be forgotten: yea 
1 ſuppoſe that there is no man of qualitic within the Realme, 
whe either in his one perſon, or in his neereſt friends, doth - 
ner plainly perceiue, that no man enioyeth the ſafe gard of 
his goods, and ſuerty of his bodytbut rick men linthe: one, . 
great men in the other are coutinually endaungered: This 
then ĩs our caſe; but what is. our remedyd e haue endured, c 
we haue entre ated: but our pacience hath dra wne no more 
heauie burthens, and our complains procured more bitter 
blowes: by the one our liuings, & our liues. by the other are 
daily deuoure d. And therfote we are now cõꝑelled to ſhake 
ef our ſhoulders this importable:yoke, & ſubmir our ſelues 
to the ſourraigntic of ſome more moderate & werthy 1 
1 7 NIST Ts - 


64 Thekfo and Raigne of 
ſontuot fo mueh forthe griefe of onr taiſerieswhich are paſt 
nor for the paine:of our preſeiit diftrefſes, as for feare'of tuch 
/ daungers as are moſt like to enſue, for the King hath cut a- 
- way the chiefe of the nobilitie, and the commons hee hath 
paꝛed tothe quicke, and fill-hee hatrierh ys as conquered | 

cdubtriexwherdp we are luyd bare to the bavocke of al our 

. edemies,bc veteriy diſabled; nor only to recbuer that which 
_ is loſt, but alſo to rexain euen that which is ſeft,Burrowhom 
_ ſhould we complatne?what ſuecour,whoſe ayde ſhould we 

 defire ? you are the onely man, who in right ſhould, and in 
wiſodome ban, and ſu goodneſſe will (we hope) relicueys, 
For you are neereft to the King in bloud;and rherfore oughr 

to haue the rule of that which his weakneſſe cannot wield, 

Your yeares are wel flaied from the light conceits of youth, 

and ſo ſpent. that ail your aRions haus made proofe of abili- 

tie in gouerumem of prenteſt charge: nothing paſt, needeth 
excuſe, and frare it vine for any thing to come. The paines 
and perils which heretofore you hue vudertaken for the be- 
nefite of your countrie, puttech ys alſo in good hope, that in 
theſe extremities you will not fotfake ys: wee ate all as in 
,ſhip chat is ready to fink as in i hbuſt that is ready to fal. & 
ade molt humbly crave and eall for your helpe; now or elſe 
neuer ſhewyour ſelfe in favour of your counttymen, to free 
vs, to free your ſeife, to free the whole Rate from rheſe dan- 
gers and doc yes, by taking — — hands rhe fcepter and 

, diademe ofthe Reatne”, wd reducing apaite the gonerne- 
ment chete of to u princely ftecdome; in combining the ſo- 
uerxignty of one, with the libertie dfal. Omit not chis occa- 

ſidg: do fer forch to the view of theworld, x in alatge field, 8 


/ 


at free ſcope your vertue and courage, by miſera- 
ble — — which «ion hk been 
ſo highly honoured ; chat any heathen inch for che ſume, 
haue beche accompeed uc God. This we are conſtrãined te 
offer ind entreme:chix is both honorable for you to accept, 
aud eeſie to he performed and fd much the more, u that no 
| © Ng | Princes 
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Prince, by any people haue bene deſired with greater affec- 
tion, nor ſhall be with more dutie obeyed. 0 
The Duke entertained this ſpeach, with great moderati- 
on of mind, ſne wing himſelſe neither diſturbed thereat, nor 
exceſſiue in toy, His auuſwere concern ingthe King, was re- 
9898 wel tempered; rat her lamenting his weakenes 
then blaming his-malice. Concerning himſelfe hee ſpake ſo 
modefily,that he ſeemed xather worthy of a kiagdome,chen 
deſirous. The'life(quoth he)which bakers I haue led, bath \ 
alwaies bene free from ambitious attempts: and the ſtayed- \ 
neſſe of my yrates o hath now ſetled my mud from afpiring 
thoughts: and experience of former dangers hath bred in me 
a warie regard in ſuch weightie procee dingæ, for to- caſt a, 
King out of ſtate, is an enterpriſe not haſteſy to be reſolued 
vpon, nor eaſily effectedæbut ſuppoſe that matter not impoſ- 
ible, and perliaps nbr brad yet the rareneſſe of the like pre- 
ce dente, will make the action ſeeme in iurious to moſt men: 
and he that ſhall attaine a kingdome vpon opinion of deſert, \ 
doth charge himſelfo with greze'expecaation ; and how ho. \ 
nourably ſoeuer hee carrie himſelfe, ſhall neuer want His 
deadiy enuiers : beides this, in ciuill diſſentlons the fach of 
the-whole propleis fleeting, and daungęer it to be doubted 
from every particularperſon:ſo that it is poſſible that al may 
fall away, andi le to beware of euery one. Therefore \ 
Icould rather wiſh, to ſpend the courfe of my yeares which \ 
yet remaine, in this obfcure, yet ſaſe and certaine ſtate, then 
to thruſt my ſelfevpon the piles of thoſe perils, which belvg . 
once entred into ſare daungerous to follow. & deadly to for- 
ſake: for in priuate attempts, a man may ſtep and Rope when 
he pleaſe: but he that aymeth ata kingdome, hathno middle . 
courſe betweene the life ofa prince, & the death of a traytor. 
The Archbiſhop hearing this, did as vainely perſiſt is im- 
portuniog the dulce, as heyainely ſeemed vnwillingꝭæ ſtrã ge. 
The ſtate (ſayd he) wherin now you ſtand, is not ſo ſafe and 
certaine as you doe conceive. Indeed, by reicing our re- 
J queſt 
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queſt you ſhal auoid certaine dignity, and therewith vncer- 
tame & con ingent dangers ; but you ſhal procure moſt cer- 
taine d eſtruction both to your ſelfe and vs. For this ſecret 
cannot bekepi long ſecret from the king: and even good prin- 
ces are nice in points of ſoueraiguty, & beare a nimble eare 
to the touch of that ſiring: and it more hurteth a ſubiect to 
be eſteemed warthy of the kingdome, then it will profit him 
to haue refuſed the offer. What then will he do, who putteth 
the chie feſt ſurety of his reigne in the baſeneſſe & bareneſſe 
of his ſubiectsꝰ whoſe head being poſſcſſed with eternalte. 
louſy , makerh euery preſumption a proofe, and euery light 
ſurmiſe a ſtrong fuſpition againſt them. Surely ſince the ge- 
nerall fauour & loue which the people beareth you, hath be- 
reaued you of your liberty, this their generall defire will not 
leaue your life vntouched. As for ys, if we either faint in our 
intent, oi faile in the enterpriſe aſtam ei: we ſhalbe as lambs 
among lions: and no conqueſt can be ſo cruell as the Kings 
reigne will be ouer vs. Certainely we haue gone too far, for 
te go backe; and the time is paſt, when you fot ambition, & 
we for enuy might ſeeme to attempt 2gainft the King: the 
attainment of the kingdome muſt now be a ſanctuary 8 re- 
fuge for vs both. Thelike examples are net rare (as you af- 
firme) nor long fince put in practiſe, not far hence to befete 
ched, The kings of Denmarke and of S weueland, are often- 
times baniſhed by their ſubiects; often times impriſoned & 
put tothe ir fine. The princes of Germany, about an hundred 
yon paſt, depoſed Adulphus the Emperour : and are now in 
and to depoſe their emperor Wenceſlarcs, The carle of Flau- 
ders was a while fince driven out of his Dominion by his 
owne people, for viurping greater power then appertai- 
ned to his eſtate: The auncient Britaines chaſed away their 
owne King Carecious, for the lewdneſſe of bis'ife,and cruel- 
ty of his tule.Inthe · ime of the Saxon Heptarchie,Bernredus 
King of Mercia, for his pride and ſtoutnes towardes his peo- 
ple, was by them depoſed, Likewiſe Lidredus c Etbeller. 
; | 1% 
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ww Kinges of Northumberland, were for their diſorders ex- 
pelled by their ſubieQs. Since the victorie of the Normaines, 
the Lords endeauoured to expell King Henry the third , bur 
they were not able: yet were they able to depoſe King Ed. 
ward the ſecond, and to conſlitute his young ſonne Edward 
King in his ſte ade: theſe are not all, and yet enough to cleare 
this action of rareneſſe in other countries; & noueltie in our. 
The difficulty indeede is ſome what, becauſe the excellencie 
is great: but they that are affraide of euery buſh, ſhall neuer 
take the bird: & your ſelfe had once ſome triall hereof, when 
without battaile, without bloud or blos, you had the King 
at ſuch a lift, as he held his Crowne at your courteſie, euen at 
that time when his grieuances were, neither for greatnes nor 
continuance, ſo intollerable as now they are growne:and by 
reaſon of his tenderyeres , not out of all compaſſe, both of 
excuſefor the fault, and of hope for an amendment. And as 
concerning the lawfulneſſ qa... 
Nay(ſayd the Duke) where neceſſity doth enſorce, it is ſu. 
perfluous to vſe ſpe ach, either of eaſineſſe, or of la wfulneſſe: 
neceſſitie will beate thorow braſen Walles; and can he limi- 
ted by no lawes. I haue felt verie deeply my part in theſe ca- 
lamities,aud I would you knew with hat griefe I haue be- 
held your: for vat other reward haue I receiued, of all my 
trauailes and ſerui ces, but the death of my vacle and deareſt 
friends, my owne baniſhment, the impriſonment of my chil- 
dren, and loſſe of my inheritance? and hat haue beene re- 
turned to you, foryour bloud ſo often ſhed in his vafortunate 
warres, but continuall tributes, ſcourges, gallowes, and ſla- 
uerie ? I haue made ſufficient proofe, boch of pacience in my 


owne miſeries, and of pittie in your :remedy them hitherto 
could not: If now can, I will hot refuſe to ſuſtain that part, 
which your importunitie dqth impeſe vpon me, if we pre- 
uaile, ve ſhall recoticr againe our libertie: if wee looſe, our 
Nate ſhall be no worſe thẽ now it is:and ſince we muſt needs 
periſh, either deſeruingly, or without cauſe, it is more m_ 
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rable to put our ſelues vpon the aduenture eyther to winne 
our liues, or to dye for deſerte: and although our lives were 
ſafe, which in dee de are not, yet to abandon the flate, and 
ſleepe ſtill in this ſlauerie; were a poynt of negligence aud 
floath. It remaineth then, that we vſe both ſecre cie and ce. 


leritic, laying hold vpon the oportunit ie which the Kings ab- 


ſence hach now preſented vnto vs: fot in al enterpriſes which 
neuer are commended: before they bee atchieued, delzyes 
are daungerous; and more ſafe it is to be founde in action, 
then iu counſaile: for they that deliberate onely to rebell, 
haue rebelled already. x,. 1 4 51047 
So the meſſengers departed into England, to declare the 
Dukes acceptance, and to make preparation againſt his ar- 
riuall, both of armour, and of ſubiection, and deſire to obey. 
Preſently after their depattute, the Duke ſignified to Charles 
king of Fraunce, that he had a defire to goc into Brittalne, to 
vifite John Duke of Brittaine, his friend and Kinſman, The 
King ſuſpecting no further ferch , ſent letters of commen- 
dation in his fauour, to the Duke of Britraine: but if he had 
ſurmiſed any dangerous drift againſbKing Ric hard, who not 
long before, had taken his daughter io wife; in ſtead of lets 
ters of fafe - conducte, he would haue founde lettes to haue 
kept him ſafe from diſturbing his ſonne inlawes eftate, | 
Aſſoone as the Duke was come into Brittaine; he waged 
certaine ſouldiours, and preſeutly departed to Calice, and fo 
committed to ſea for England; giuing forth, that the one 
cauſe of his voyage, was to recouer the Duchie of Lancha- 
fler, and the reſt of his law full inheritance j -whichthe King 
vrrougfully deteyned from him. In his companie was Thos 
ma Arundell the Archbiſhop of Canterburie, and:Thowas 
the ſonne & heire of Richard late earle of Atundell, who Was 
very yong, and had a little befqre eſcaped ont of poiſon, aud 
fled imo France to the Duke. There of his attend nta 
were very few, not exceeding the humber of fifteen linces : 
o chat it is hard ta eſteeme whether it vas greater maruaile, 
7 | : either 
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eigher chat he durſt attempt or that he did preuaile with fe 


times a abother to diſcouer what forces wettin arcidines, 
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cournenance arit} fitenpth to rhe Ddkts fufther purpoſes, 
And firftitheytooke of him an oath; cHar bee ſhould wither 
procuce:nor permit an y h hatme to be done voto Kin 
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Eie hard; whereupon they bound themſelues vpon their ho 
nours to proſecute all extremities againſt his miſehieuous 
countailers,, And this was one ſtep further then that which 
the Duke pretended at the firſt, when hee tooke Oipping at 
Ta ce rich was only the recouery of his inheritance: but 
That was as yet not determined, nor treated, and of ſome per- 
| haps not thought ypon;which afterwardes it did enſue: and 
* ſo was chat place cafily infinuated into by degrees, which 
with maine and direct violence would hardlier haue bin ob: 
tained. Then che common people deſperate vpon ne we del 
Aer and without head, head · long to matters of ianouation, 
flocked very faſt to theſe noble men, the better ſort for but 
to the common- wealth , ſome vpon a wanton leuity, and 
vaine deſire of change, others in regard of theirowie diſtreſ. 
ſed and decayed eftare, ho ſetting their chiefe hopes and 
deviſes yppon a generall diſturbance , were then moſt ſafe 
when the common ſtate was moſt vnſure. So berweene the 
one and the other, the multitude did in ſhort time incteaſe 
to the number of thereſcore thouſand able ſouldiers. 
The Duke finding this fauout not onely to exceede his ex- 

e tation, but eue abouc his wiſn, he thong ir beſt to fol- 
owe the current — h 

ingright well, hat if fortune be followed;as the fir dotfal 


out, the reſt will commonly ſuccee de. Therefore cutting of 


vnneceſſary delaies, with all poſſible celerity he haſtned to- 


wardes London: to the end that poſſeſſiug himſelfe thereof 
as the chiefe place within the reaime, — — | 
| ke this id ur. 


ſtore, he might there make the ſeat of, the warre. In 
ney no figne nor ſhe of hoſtility appeared, hut all the way 
as he paſſed, the men of chiefeſſ quallity and power adioy- 
ned themſelues vnto him, ſome ypon heat of affection, ſome 
for feare, others ypon hope of re ward after victorie ; euerie 
one vpon cauſes diſlike, with like ardent deſire comending, 
leaſt any ſhould ſceme more foreward then they: In euere 
place alſo where he made ſtay, rich gifts and pleaſanc deui- 


ſes 
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ſes were peſented vnto him, with large ſupply both of force 
and prouiſion:far aboue his neede:and the common people 
which for their greatneſſe take no care of publi ue affaires, 
and are in leaſt daunger by reaſon of their baſenes, with 
ſhontes and acclamatiors gaue their applauſe; extolling the 
Duke, as the onely mag ot courage, and ſalutinghim King 
but ſpending many contumelious tearmes vpon King X- 
chard, and deprauing him, as a ſimple and Nageith man, 2 
daſtard, a meycocke, and one altogether vn worthy to beate 
rule; ſhewiog themſelues as much without reaſon in rayling 
vpon che one, as they were in flattering the other. Againe, 
the Duke for his part was not neligent to vncouer the head 
to bowethe body, to Rreteh'forth'the hand to euery meane 
perſon, and to vſe all other complements of popular beha- 
uiour, where with the mindes of the common multitude are 
much delighted and dra wen; taking that to bee courteſie, 
which the ſeue rer ſort accompt abaſement. When, he came 
to the citty, he was there likewiſe very richly and royally en. 
tertained, with proceſſions and pageants; and divers other 
triumphant deuiſes & ſhe ws; the Randings in all the ſtreets, 
where he paſſed were taken 5 to behold him; and the vn- 
able multitude, who otherwiſe could not, yet by their good 
wordes, wiſhes, and wils, did teſtify vnte him the ir louingaf.- 
fections: neither did there appeare in any man at that time, 
any memory of faith and alleagiance towards King Richard, 
but(as in ſedi: ions it alwayes hapnetb)as the moſt ſwayed al 
did goe. | | SY 

| Oathe contratiefide the Duke of Yorke with the reſt of 
his counſaile, fell to multeting of men at S/Albones, for the 
King: but as the people out of diuers quarters were called 
tkither, many of cht proteſted, that they would doe nothing 
to the harme and preiudice of the Duke of Lancaſter, who 
they laid was vniuſtly expelled; fitſt from his country, and af. 
terwardes from his inheritance. Then .. Scrowpe Earle of , 
Wilſhire L.. Tre aſorer, Sis . Bib, Sir i. Baget, and Sir Hen. 

e e | * 
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rieiGreexe, peaceiniagthe, ſtiffe reſolution of the people for- 


ſocke the auler Yorke,and the L. Chanceller, and fled to 
wardsBriſtow;intending to paſſe the ſeas into Ireland to the 
king. Theſe foure were they von whom the common fame 
went, chat they had taken of the king his realm to farm: who 
wete ſo odieus ynto the people, that their preſence turned 
away the Hgarts of many ſubicAs; yea it was thought, that 
more fox dilpleaſure ↄgainſt them, then againſt the Ring, the 


reuoult Was made. For being the only men of credit and au- 


thority With the King, vnder falſe colour of obedience 


wholy-gouerned both the gealme & · himzto many milchicts 
corrupting his mind, & in many abuſing his names eicher a- 
gainſt his will, er ee ge, inſomuch as hee 
was innocent of much harme which paſſed vnder his com- 
maundement ; hut the patience of che people could not en 
dure that two qr three ſhould. rule all; not by reafon they 
were ſufficient, but becauſe they were in fauour: and the 
King in that he ꝓermitted chem Mhomꝭhe might have bride 
led, or was ignorant of that which he ſhould haue kno wen, 
by tollerating and wincking at theit faults, made them his 
owne,& 9 10 thereby the Way to his deſtruction. So of- 
ten times it falleth out to hee as daungetous to a prince to 
haue hurefull and hateſull officers in place and ſeruices of 
welgbt, as to be hurtfull and hatefull himſelfſe. 
Fic Duke of Yorke either amazed at this ſodain change, 
or fearinghis aduenture if he ſhould proceed in re ſiſtance, 
gaue ouer the cauſe, and preferred preſent ſecurity, before 
Auty with.daunger; giving meft men occaſion to:miſdeemg 
by e e ſecrerly fauored the diikes enterptiſe; 
ke wiſe all the other counſatlers of that ſide, either openly 
declared for the Duke or ſectetly wiſhed him̃ wel: & abars 
doning all priuate direction & aduice, adioyned themſelues 
to the common courſe, pre ſumiug thereby.of greater ſafety. 
; Dyke Haurie in the meane time being at London, entred 
into deliberation with his friends: what way were beſt to be 
followed. At che laſt, hauing conſidered the for wardneſſe of 
ä the 
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che people, the greatnes of the perill whereinto they had al. 
ready re ed, & the kings irreconcilable nature, wherof he 
made proofe againſt the duke of Clouceſter, & the carles of 
Arundel & of Warwicke : they finally reſolued to expel him 
from his dignity, & to conflitute duke Hewry king in his fied: 
and to chat end open war was denouncd againit the King, 
and againſt all his partakers,as enemies tothe quiet and pro- 
ſperity of the realme z and pardon alſo promiſed to all thoſe 
Gat would ſubmit themſelues to follow the preſent courſe, 
otherwiſe to look for no fauour, bur all extremities, None of 
the nobilicy durſt openly. oppoſe himſelfe to theſe deſignee: 
ſome e to play al their ſtate at a cafi;kept themſelus 
at liberty, to be directed by ſucceſſe of further euent: others 
conſented coldly, and in te armes of doubtfull conſtruction, 
with intent to interpret them after wards, as oc caſion ſhould 
change :but the moſt parte did directly and teſolutely enter 
into che cauſe, and made their fortunes common with the 
Duke, in daunger of the attempt, but not in honour : among 
whome, the Duke ſtanding vp, vſed ſpeach to this purpoſe. 

I am returned here as you ſee, at your procurement, and 
by your agreement haue entred into armes for the common 
7 : wee haue hitherto proſperouſly procee ded, but ãn 
what tearmes we now ſtand, I am altogether vncert aine. A 

rivate man I am loath to be accompted, being deſigned to 
be King by youz and a Priuce I cannot be eſteemed, whilit a- 
nothet is in poſſeſſion of the kingdome.Alſo your name is in 
ſuſpence, whether to be termed rebels ot ſabiects, vntill you 
baue made manifeſt that your allegeance was bound rather 
to the ſtate of the realme then the perſon of the prince. Now 
you are the men wbo haue both cauſed this doubifulnes and 
muſt cleare the ſame;your parts ſlill remaineth to be perfor- 
med; your vertue & valure muſt adde ſtrength to the goods 
neſſe of this action. We haue already attempted ſo fat hat 


all hope of pardenis cxtinQ; ſo that if wee ſhould ſhrinke 


back, & breake of e ee is to * 
ut 


£ 
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bur butchery and gibbets,and all extremities:if we drive of 
& delay the accompliſhment thereof, we ſhall looſe the op- 


portunity which now is offred, and = to our enimies oc- 


caſion of aduantage. For the peoples bloud is vp now on our 
ſide, and nothing is wanting but our ewhe diligence & care: 
let vs not therefore trifle out the time of doing, in talking & 
deliberating:it is beſt * whilſt the yron is hoate: let vs 
ſet forth roundly, and poſſeſſe our ſelues with ſpeed of al the 
parts of the realme: and ſo we ſhall bee able either to keepe 
out our concurrent, or els to entertaine him litle to his liking. 
do troups of men were ſent into euery quarter of the realme, 
to ſecure them for making ſtreugth on the part of King R/ 
chard:but the people in all places as men broken with many 
burthens , did cafily entertaiꝑe tke firſt commer , and were 
not curious to fide with the ſtrõger. The Duke purſued thoſe 
of the Kings priuy counſaile, which fled away Kom the duke 
of Yorke ; beating himſelfe with great cheere and courage, 
as confident in the cauſe, and ſecure of the euent. When he 
came atBriſtow he found the caſtle fortified agginſt him; but 
in ſhort time he forced it, and teoke therein Sir John Buſby, 
Sir Henrie Greene, & M. Seronpe, L:iTreaſurer, ieyfull pray 
tothe commõ people: who (fearing that if execution ſhould 
bee deferred, petitions for pardon might happen to preuaile, 
and ſo their cruelties and iniuries ſhould bee anſwered with 
the vaine title and commendation of clemency) did violent- 
ly require them vnto death, no reſpite could be obreined;no 


defence admitted, no auſwere heard: yea theit humble and 


ſubmiſſe intreaty wes interpreted to argue a wedke & bro- 
ken coura 5 vpon a ele conſcience, which more incenſed 
the rage of the people, crying out that they were traitours, 
bloud-ſuckers,theeues,and what other heinous tearmes in- 
4ulcingfury did put into their mouthes *ar'which clamorous 
and importunaut inſtance, the day following they were be⸗ 
headed. Sir M illiam Bagot came not with them to Briftowe, 
but tuned to Cheſter ; and the purſuit being made after the 
moſt 
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moſt, he alone eſcaped into Ireland. This execution, partly 
becauſe it pleaſed the people, and partly becauſe it excluded 
all hope of the Kings proven , cauſed them to cleaue more 
cloſely to the Duke; which greatly encreaſed, both his glory, 
& his hope;hauing offers of ſo large aide, & need of ſo litle. 

In the meane time this newes of the Dukes arrjuall and of 
other occurrences, part true, part falſe, and part enlarged by 
circumſtance (as fame groweth in the going) was blo wen o- 
uer to the King, being then entangled with other broyles in 
Ireland, at the receipt whereof, hee cauſed the ſonncs of the 
Duke of Glouceſter, and of the Duke of Lancaſter to be im- 
priſoned in the ſtrongCaſtle of Trim hich is in Ireland, and 
for diſpatch to returne into England, left many matters vnfi- 
niſhed, and moſt of his prouifion behind, haſting & ſhuf ing 
vp,as preſent neceſſitie did enforce, So being both vnskilfull 
and vnfortunate himſelfe, & deueide of good direction; with 
more haſte then good hap he tooke ſhipping, with the Duke 
of Aumerle, Exceter, & Surrie, the Biſhops of London, Lin- 
colne, and Caerliele, and many other men of qualitie: and 
croſſing the ſeas, landed at Milford hauen in Wales, in which 
countrimen he alwaics repoſed his chiefeſt ſuretie and truſt, 
but then he ſaw contrarie to his expectatiõ, that as wel there 
2s in all other places, the people by plumps flocked to the 
Duke, & fle d from him: yea they that came with him began 
for to wauer, no man encouraging them to be conſtant, but 
many to reuolt. This ſuddaine chaunge not looked for, not 
thought vpon, diſturbed all the Kings deuiſes, & made him 
irre ſolute hat hee ſhould doe : on the one ſide hee ſaw his 
cauſe and quarrell to be right, and his conſcience (he ſaide) 
cleare from any bad demerite : on the other fide hee ſaw the 
great ſtrength of nlp ene „ and the whole power of the 
re alme bent againſt him: & being more a baſhed by the one, 
then emboldned by the Abe ebene in vncer- 
taine termes, eithet where to 177 whether to ſtitre; hauing 
neither skil nor reſolution himſelfe in caſes of diſſicultie, aud 
| L 2 obnox- 
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noxious to hurtfull and vnfaithfull ceunſaile. Some aduiſe d 

him to march forward, and pierce deeper into the land, be- 

fore his owne forces fell from him: affirming , chat yalure is 

ſeconded by fortune : that this courage of his, would con- 

firme the conſtancie of his ſouldiours : and his preſence put 
the people in remembrance of their faith: that im all places 

he Gould finde ſome ,- who for fauour, or for hire, or elſe 

for duetie, would adheare vnto him: whereby hee ſhould 

ſoone gather ſtrength ſufficient to ioyne iſſue with his ene- 

mie in the fielde. Others perſwaded him to retire againe in- 
to Ireland, & then if ſuecout failed him in England, to wage 

ſouldiours out of other countries. But the King being no man 

of action in militarie affaires, reiected both the counſailes, as 

neyther venturous enough with the one, nor waric enough 

with the other: and taking a middle courſe (which in caſes 
of extremitie of all is the worſt)he determined to make ſtaye 
in Wales, and there to attende to what head this humour 
would riſe. 

The Duke ypon aduertiſement that the King was landed 
in Wales, remoued with a ſtrong armic from Briftowe to- 
wardes Cheſter,vfingthe firſt oportunitie againſt him, and 
which in deed was the fitteſt, When L. Thomas Piercie Earle 
of Worceſter, and ſteward of the Kings houſhold, heard of 
the Dukes approach, he brake forth into ſhewe of that diſ- 
pleaſure, which before hee had conceived againſt the King, 
for proclayming his brother, the Earle of Northumberlande 
traytour, and thereuponopenly in the hall, in the preſence of 
the Kings ſeruants, he brake his white rodde; the enſigne of 
his office, and forth with departed to the Duke, willing cue 
ry man to ſhift for himſelfe in time: by which at᷑te he loſt re- 
8 om — with the haters & fauourers of King Richard; 

being accompred of the one à corrupter, of the other a for- 
ſaker and betrayer of the King: After this example, almoſt 
all the reſt;mote fearefull then faithfull ſcattered themſclues 
euery one his way : and they who in the Kings flouriſhing 
time 
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time, would haue contended to bee foremoſt, now in his de- 
clining eſtate _— draw backe, and like ſwallowes, for- 
ſooke that houſe in the winter of fortunes boyſterous blaſts, 
where they did nothing but fee de & foyle in the ſummer of 
her ſweete ſunne. ſhine. And thus berweene- faint ſouldicrs 
and falſe friends the King was abandoned and forſak en, and 
left almoſt vnto himſelfe: looke on he might, but let it, hee 
could not, as not of force to puniſn that, which he neuer for- 
ced to preuent: his only temedy was pacienc: (a cold com- 
fort) his only reuenge was complaint: (a weake weapon) be- 
tweene which two, his bitterneſſe did in this manner breake 
from him. 88 5 
And doe theſe alſo(ſaid he) forſake me?deth their faith & 
my fortune end together? wel, if I had forſaken them in time 
I had not beent forſaken of others, ho once leued me bet- 
ter, and now are able to harme me more, But now ſee the 
blindneſſe of my iudgement : I plainely ſee, that there is no 
friendſhip in flatterie, nor treacherie in plaine truth: and 
would I had as much time to reforme this erroùr, as I am like 
to haue to repeat it, but they would not ſuffer me to be wile 
when I might , and ao they haue made me wretched they 
runne from me: they could bee the caufes, but they will not- 
be companions of my miſeries: ſuch attendants are Crowes 
to a carcaſſe, which flocke together, not to deſend, but to de- 
uour it, and no ſooner haue they layd the bones bare, but - 
1 they are gone. | 
us the King hauing loſt both the feare and loue of his 
ſubiects, diſturbed and diſtracted in thoughts, without com- 
fort councell or courage, remained ſtill in Wales, as a ſtran- 
ger at home, as an exile in his owne kingdome, not daring to 
goe to London, nor any man defirous to come to him, ſhift- 
ing ſtill from place to place, and( as it fals out to men diſtreſ- 
ſed & amazed) fearing all things, but moſt diflikingthe pre- 
ſent. The Duke continually purſued him with a mightie ar- 


mie; but che Kings companie was _—_ to doe any 9 
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by force, & yet too great to remaine in ſecret: neither were 
they in any ſort aſſured vnto him, but ſuch as ſhame and re- 
uerence retained a while; bands of-ſmall countenance, with 
men fearefull of danger, & careleſſe of credite. At the length 
he came to the Caſtle of Conweye; and there being viterly 
diſtitute both of helpe and hope, he ſtood deuided in mind 
what way to bend bis courſe, all his folle wers weare more 
ready to impugne the opinions of other, thẽ to giue directi- 
on themſelues, as ſeeing better what to ſhunne then what to 
follow: and as it alwayes chanceth in deſperate cauſes, that 
way Was commonly preferred, wherof the opportunitie was 
ale ady paſt, Some aduiſed him, that it was the time to think, 
rather of ſaving his life, then re coueting his eſtate, Vouſee 
(ſaid they) how greatly & how wholly your ſubiects are ſer 
againſt you: it is but in vaine to look for a ſuddaine change, 
or without a chaunge to hope that your purpoſes may pre- 
uaile, giue place for a time to the currant of this furie; let it 
haue the full ſway; and when it is at the higheſt pitch, it will 
turne againe; and then you ſhall haue the tide as firong on 
your ſide, as it is now againſt you. This motis or rather com- 
motion of the people, is violent and againſt nature: & there- 
fore (as a ſtone forced vp ward) is moſt ſtrong at the begin- 
ning, and the further it paſſeth the more it weakneth, vntil at 
laſt it retyrne to the naturall courſe againe. Therefore giue 
a little ſpace, for the bad to draw backe for the good to put 

forward: treaſons preuaile on the ſuddaiue: but good eoun- 
Laalles gather forces by leaſure. Vou haue example in your 
noble progenitor King Heu the third, againſt wheme the 
Lords ſet vp Lewes the French kings ſonne : conditions were 
concluded, & faith was made that he ſhould be their King: 
but this purpoſe laſted not the pulling on: for before they had 
poſſeſſed him of the Kingdom, they ioyned togither in ames 
againſt him, & were as fierce to driue him out of the realme, 
as they had beene found to draw him in. The like alteration 
may you likewiſe not onely hope, but aſſuredly expect: Jag 

| the 
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the mindes of men are conſtant in nothing but inconftancie, 
and perſeuer onely in chaunge, in diſlike of things preſent 
they deſire new, where with they reſt not long contented, but 
ate many times glutted euen with the firſt ſight. And iudeed 
how canthey long endue the raigne of him, who attaining. 
the kingdome onely by their fauour and might, ſhall holde 
the ſame in a manner, at their courteſie and will ꝰ for duerie 
vnple aſant commaund,ſhall be deemed ingratitude : euerie 
ſuit reiected, ſhal charge him with vnkindueſſe: Vea if honor 
be not offere d, che wil be diſcontented: and vppon any oc- 
caſion of diſpleaſure, thinke rhẽſelues as able to diſplace him, 
as they were to ſer him vp: therefore you may for a time ʒre. 
turne — into Ireland; or elſe paſſe the ſeas to your Fa. 
ther in la we, the king of Fraunce: you may aſſure your ſelfe 
of his aſſiſtance, to ſet vpon your fide; and recouer your loſ- 
ſes. Times haue their turnes, and fortune her courſe too and 
fro like the ſea, & magnaaimitie is ſhewne ee, 
not relinquiſhing when ſhe dorh croſſe, onely looſe no point 
of courage, and keepe your 3 at large: reſeruing your 
ſelfe to thatgood hope, which neuer dieth whilſt life endure, 
Others, who were enemies to all counſaile, wheteof them. 
ſelues were not authots, perſwaded the King, that the nobi- 
litie and commons of the realme had attempted ſo farre, that 
they would rather dye, then defift; not ſo much for hatred to 
you, as for feare to themſelues; hauing fo deadly incenſed 
your diſpleaſure againſt them. For it is a hard matter to for- 
giue, and impoſſible to forget thoſe iniuries and indignities 
which they haue offered. And to omit what ſome princes 
haue done, what all will promiſe to doe, they will ſoone find 
freſh and bleeding examples what you are like to doe. The 
Duke of Glouceſter and the Earle of Arundell and of War- 
wicke did riſe in armes againſt you, not to remoue you from 
your crowne': but to remoue certaine perſons frõ your com- 
panie, an action more diſpleaſing then preiudiciall ynto you: 
at the laſt, a friendſhip was made, and charters of free par. 
=" Re don 
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don graunted vnto them: but hat followed ? was euer the 
breach perfectly made vp? did diſpleaſure dye dor was it on- 
ly diſſembled? ah, it grieueth vs to thinke, bow the preſent 
want of their liues, hath fully reueuged their deathes : for 
if they had liued, their countenance and autt ority woulde 
eaſily haue ſtaied theſe irs z and the manner of their deaths 
doth ſtrike an obſtiuate perſiſtace into all yout enemies. As 
for refuge to forren Princes, you ſhall ſurely receive of them 
entertainment and allowance, and yet may growe burden 
ſome. and at laft perhaps faile: but it is very hard to draw a- 
ny Prince into ſo dangerous a quarrell: and more harde by 
that meanes to preuaile: or if you ſhould, it is to bee feared 
that the victorers will hold to themſelues the benefit of their 
conqueſt, and not yeeld it over vnto you. Fe w countries but 
haue bin ynder pretence of ayde by forretiners ſubdued: 2nd 
this was the only cauſe which firſt drew the Saxons into this 
land: who ſo aſſiſted the Britaines againſt their enemies, 
that themſelues could not be reſiſted from poſſeſsing theyt 
kingdome. Yet we doe not altogether condemne the helpe 
of ſtraungers, in caſes of extremity ; but doe account it a te- 
medy, leaſt to be truſted, and laſt of all to bee tried. What 
then if firſt you ſhould procure a treaty, to ſee in what terms 
the people ſtand agaiaſt you?It may be that vpon ſome con- 
ditievs they will ſubmit themſelues vnto you, os heretofore 
they haue done. Or if they wil needs deforce you from your 
kingdome, yet if an honourable maintenance may bee aſſu- 
red, what hall you loſe thereby? What ſhall you lack? You 


haue no childe tobe difinherited;thecbiefet motiue which 


maketh men ſo greedy to get, aud ſo carefull to keepe. And 
as for your ſelfe, you ſhall be remoued from a ſteepe & ſlip- 
pery hill, to a ſmooth and pleaſant plaine; from tempeſtuous 
ſcas, to a calme hauen; from daungereus trauaile to ſecure 
reſt: & if there be no ſolace withour ſafety, no felicity with- 
out firmneſle ; you ſhall finde the private life not only more 
ſweete, but more high and happy then your princely Rate. 
1 
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The tolleſt trees are weakeſt in the toppes; in wideſt fieldes are 
greateſt tempeſts; and enuy al waies aimeth at loſtieſt marks: ſo 
that to be placed on high, is a falſe felicity, and a true miſery;in - 
ſhew a rule, but indeed a ſubiection to all the ſubiects; hauin 
leaſt ſtay to ſtand, and moſt danger in the fall: and therefore if 
you come downe ſafely, you are therein privileged aboue ma- 
ny other. But you ſhal loſe(you will ſay)the credit & the coun- 
renance of a King: ſo you ſhal the cares;and fo you ſhall the ca- 
ſualties. The crown & ſceptar are things moſt weighty to weld: - 
if a Prince be good, he is laden with labourzifeuill, with infamy. 
and teproch: if either with pefils:on euery ſide he is beſet with 
dangerous rocks, with deadly gulfes & continually toſſed with 
ſtrong and ſturdie tempeſts: ſo that to be freed frõ theſe ſeares, 
is to be eſſeemed an eſcape, and not a loſſe. This did the ſtoick - 
Philoſopher petceiue, who ſeeing Dionyſſus fic, metily & free= 

ly conceited in the theater, beeing a little before expelled his 

kingdom; — condemned the error of his people who had 
baniſhed him to ſuch liberty, & ſo preferred him by his puniſh. 
ment. Theſe are the dreames of philoſophers (you will ſay) who 
yſually contemne and depraue honor, & yet neuer lie from ho- 
nourable mens tables. Let paſſe then Philoſophers: go to vaine 
and ſottiſh men. Seſtuchus being a king was wont to ſay, that if 

a man knew with what cares the diadẽ was clogged, he would 

not take it vp, although it lay in the ſtreet. You will fay perad- - 

venture, that like the boatman, he looked one way, and pulled 
another;or like the lap wing, he cried moſt whe he was furtheſt 
from his neſt, vainly diſpraifing that which he was loatheſt to- 
looſe, What ſay you then to Autiochuꝰ whome when the Ro- 
wanes had diſpoiled of al Afin,heſent vnto them great thanks, 

that they had rid him of infinit & importable cares, and ſer him 
at a moderate quiet: you will ſay that hee made a vertue of his 
neceſſity, Well then, we are ſome what neere your cacei8 they - 
that cannot frame their wils to this wiſedome, let them thanke 
their enimies for enforeing them to it. But what ſay you toDio- 
clefian? who did voluntarily relinquiſnt, not a {mall and corner 
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and found ſo ſweet contentmec in that exchange, that when he 
vas importuned by the ſenate, to reſume his eſtate, hee vtterly 
reiected their ſuite, But what need we trauell in externe hiſto. 
ries, for thoſe examples, whereof we haue ſo large ſapply in our 
owned the ancient Saxon Kings; Kingilſus, Ina, (*colniphus, Ead. 
bertus Ethelredus, Kiredus Off a, Sebbi, & Sigebortus did of their 
owne accord laye downetheir diadems and ſcepte ra, and be- 
take thẽ ſelues to ſolitary & religious liues. Now many Princes 
haue helde their eſtate with better fortune, but none did euer 
vith greater honor leaue it, then you ſhould at this preſent: for 
others haue abãdoned their rule, either for defire of eaſe, or for 
auoidance of dangers, or vpon ſome ſluggiſh and ſuperſtitious 
deuotiõ: but you for loue to your country, ſhal forbeare to ſeek 
your vttermoſt remedy, in ſetting vp a moſt cruel war: where - 
in much Engliſh bloud ſhould be ſpilt, & che Realme deptiued 
, of many worthy armies. Let others be reported to forfake their 
kingdoms, when they had no longer pleaſure to hold thẽ: but 
your praiſe ſhall be for giuing ouer, when it is greateſt benefit 
vnto the people: aud the more hope you haue to preuaile, if 
you liſt to contend, the greater commendations will it bee to 
yeeld, as being rather voluntary then by conſtraiut. 

The king cõmended the courage of the firſt; but this laft coũ- 
ſell beſt agreed with his faint & feeble ſpirit, more yeelding to 
feare then forward in hope; apt by the one to deſpaite, vnable 
by the other to holde out in any hard aduenture, preferring al- 
wayes abiect and baſe ſafety, before hazard with honour. Vet 
were many teady to reply, trat al ſpeech of conditions & yeel- 
ding was both diſhonorable & alſo dangerous: for euen in har- 
deſt haps, ſaid they, a noble nature wil not preſently relinquiſh; 
but firſt endeuor either by coutageito repell the danger, or by 
wiſdome to decline it: and vy ſfiould you. ſs litle eſteem your 
glory & fame, as without battel, or blow ſtriken, to bind your 
hands, & yceld vp your weapons, and put your ſelfe vpon miſe- 
rable mercy:or if the honor ofyour noble houſe doth'nothin 
moue you. yet let danger & deſpaire at lvaſt arme you to bold. 
neſſe: for neither the duke nor his friends will be ſo confidene 
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as to thinke themſelues ſaſe, ſo long as you ſhall remaine (al. 
though in priuate Rate) aliue. Indeed you may aſſure your ſelſe 
that faire words wil be giuen, & large offers made: but the per- 
formance ſhal cõſiſt in the courteſy of the conqueror: and no- 
thing will be thought vnlawwſull to him chat hath power. King 
Edward the ſecondwas too heauy to be indured, euẽ of his own 
ſonne: and many haue vſed violence to themſe lues, rather then 
they would fal into the power of their ooncurtents: and do not 
you expect more fauor or greater fortune thẽ other haue foũd: 
ler neuer that ſenſeleſnes poſſeſſe your mind, to ĩmagine that a 
prince may liue ſafely in ptiuate eſtate: ſor in this cafe there is 
no meane betweene Ceſar and nothing, betweene the higheſt 
honor & the deadlieſt downfall. Therfore omic neither al nor 
any one meanes vnaſſayed, to maintaine your ſide by armes: 
no greater harme can happen at the hardeft, then that which 
zun run into: you can but die if you be vanquiſhed, & - 
die you ſhall if you do yeeld: but by the one you ſhall end your 
life with glory, by the other, with ſhame & perpetuall reproch, 
And although you do now eſſeeme equally of both, yet when 
you ſhall ſee your ſelfe pert in priſon, in dayly feare and expe- 
Qancy of a bloudy meſſenger; you ſhall then perceiue a diffe- 
rence in death, and find the weakneſſe and fault of the counſell 
which you are about to follow. Many like ſpeeches were with 
great vehemẽcy often repeated, but the Kings eares were ſtop- 
ped againſt al impreſſion of manhood: and as he was vnable to 
gouerne himſclfe in his proſperous eftate; ſo was he much leſſe 
ſufficient to wind out of theſe intricate troubles. Therfote per- 
ceiuing himſelſe ſo ſtraitly beſet, that he could hardly either e- 
ſcape away, or ſhift any longer, he deſired ſpeech with The. A- 
rundel archbiſh. of Cant. & L. Her. Perey eatle of Northumb. of 
whom, the one he had baniſhed, the other he had proclaimed 
traitor not long before, Theſe two came vnto him, & the king 
vpon ſhort cõference, vnderſtanding what ſtiffe ſtomacks they 
bare againſt him, was cõtent not to demand that which he ſaw 
he could not obtaine: & thereupon agreed thit he would relin- 
quiſh his eſtate, vp& conditlon o an honorable living might 
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be aſſined him, & life promiſed to 8.ſuch perſons as hee would 
name: the 4reateſt number whom aduerſity did net alter. This 
was then both readily & faithfully-promiſed by the Archbiſh. 
and the earle, & afrerward ſolemnly ratified by the Duke. The 
king ceaſed not to intreat ſubmiſly, & promiſe largely, and( as 
the nature is of men perplexed with feate) aboue his ability, & 
without meaſure, the eatle incouraged him, and declared that 
the Duke before he had obtained any aide, ſecured by his oath 
the ſafety of the Kings perſon, Then the King deſited to talke 
with the duke, which was likewiſe promiſed; & ſo the archbiſh, 
&the earle departed, & the king remoued to the caſtle of Flint. 
about 8. miles diſtant from Cheſter, to which place the Duke 
came to him. Here the coũtenances & words of both were no- 
ted, by them that were preſent:the king ſeemed abiect & baſe: 
the duke neither infulting nor relenting, but 1 and 
promiſing friendly. The king tepeated many benefits & Kind- 
neſſes that he had ſhewed : how in former time he had ſpared 
the dukes one life, & lately his ſonnes: in regard whereof he 
deſired him, with ſuch ſubmiſnes as was agreeable rather with 
his neceſſity then his honour: that he would ſhew ſome pirie, 
where he had recejued ſuch pleaſure: and permit him to enioy 
his life, with ſuch private maintenance as was cõuenient for his 
eſtate, The duke put him in good comfort, promiſing him aſ- 
ſuredly, that be would prouide for his ſafety: for which he ſuf- 
fered himſelſe to be ſolemnly thanked, & thought it not much 
to haue it accounted a great benefit. Indeed from that time the 
king was kept ſafe and ſure enough, from hinding any of the 
dukes purpoſes, neither could it ſo eaſily haue bene diſcerned” 
what had bene belt for him to do, as thatthis which he did was 
the very worſt⸗ for the ſame night he was brought by the duke 
and his army to Cheſter, aud from thence ſecretly conueyed to 
the Tower of London, there to be kept ſafe vntill the Parlia- 
ment, which was appointed ſhortly after tobe holden. 

- Thus the King yeelded himſelfe, the 20. day of Auguſt, be- 
ing the 47. day aſter the Dukes arriuall: fo that his ioutnyes' 
conſidęted, from Houlderneſſe in thè North to London: ſtom 
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thence tõ Briſto we, & ſo into Wales; & backe againe to Che. 
ſter: a man ſhal not eaſily trauaile over the land in ſhorter time 
then he conquered it. So frienly was fortune vnto him, that he 
eyther found or made a readie paſſage through al hinderances 
and lets: & it ſeemed that he needed onely, to open his armes, 
to meete and receĩue her, as the offered her ſelſs vnto him. All 
the Kings treaſure & Ie wels. with his horſes, and al his fardage 
came to the Dukes hands; and many that were in his compa- 
nie, wereafterwards alſo deſpoyled by the ſouldiers of Nor- 
thumberland and Wales yy! 

Some writers affirme ;thartheKing did not yeald himſelfe, 
but was forelaied & taken, as he was ſecretly paſſing frò Flint 
to Cheſter: but the authority of others who lived in that time, 
eyther in the plaine vie we, or certaine intelligence of theſe af- 
faires, who for their place could not but knowei, and for their 
profeſſiõ would not but deliver the very truth, hath drawn me 
to follow their report: which] find alſo receiued by ſome late 
wrighters, of as great deapth in iudgement and choyce, as any 
(without exception )that this age hath brought forth. 

As the King was carried. towards London, certaine citizens 
conſpited to lay themſelues in a wait by theway; and ſodainly 
to ſlay him; partly for priuate grieuances, & partly for the ctu- 
elty that he had vſed towards the whole city: but the Major v- 
pon intelligence pteuented the practiſe, and rode forth in per- 
lon with a cõuenient company, to condu & him ſafely vnto the 
tower. Shortly after the duke came to Londõ in ſolemn eſtate; 
and fentforth ſummons in the Kings name, for a Parlament to 
be holden at Weſtminſter, the laſt day of Sepre&ber in the ſame 
yeare : in the meano time he deliberated with his kindred and 
kind friends, c6cerning the order dh proceedings. The duke 
of Yorke (wha a title betore had bene gouernour of the realm 
for the king & thẽ wat the ehiefeſt drrecter of the duke): Hoght 
it beſt that K. Richard ſhould both voluntarily re ſigne, & alſo 
folemnly be depoſed by conſent of all the ſtates of the realme: 
for reſignation only would, be imputed to feare, and depriuati- 
on to force; wherof the one is alwales pitied, and the other en- 
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uied: but if both goncurte: and his deſire he combined with hi 
deſart, being willing to foiſake thatwhich beis adiudged wor- 
thy to forgo;then ſhall it apeare, ihat be neither is expelled his 
kingdom by meere conſtraint, nor leaueth it without iuſt cauſe 
This advice pleaſed the reſt, and for executing therof vpon the 
day of S. Michaell (which was the day befote the Patlament 
ſhould being) there aſſembled at the Tower. Th Arundel 
archbiſh. of Canteibury, Richard Scroupe archbiſh. of Yorke, 
obs biſhop of Hereford, Henry duke of Lancaſter, Henry carle 
of Northumberland, Radulph Earle of Weſtmerland, L. Hugh 
Burnell, L. Thomas Berkly, LiRoſe; L Hilonghby, L. A borgeiry, 
the Abbat of Weſtminſter , the Prior of Canterbury, William 
Thirminges, and John Makebam,Chicte Tuſtices, Thomas Stokg, 
and lebn Burbacke, DoRours of Law, T. Herpiugbam , and 7. 
Gray knights, *. Feri, and Dioniſe Lopbarm publike Notaries, 
and divers others either not noted, or not remembred, When 
all were ſet in their places, King Richard was brought foorth, 
apparelled in his royall robe, the diademe on his head, and the 
ſcepter in his hand; and was placed amongſt them in a chaire 
of eſtate. Neuer was prince ſo gorgeous, with leſſe glory and 
greater griefe: to whom it was not diſgrace ſufficient , to loſe 
both the honour and ornaments of a king, but be muſt openly 
to his greater ſcorne, renounce the one, and deliuer the other, 
After a little pauſe and expectation, the King aroſe from his 
— ſpake to the aſſembly theſe words, or the very like in 


I afſure my ſelfe that ſome at this preſent, and many hereaf- 
ter, will accompt my caſe lameotable; either that I haue deſer- 
ued this deiection, if it be iuſi;orif it be wrongfull, that I could 
not auoide it. Indeede I doe conſeſſe, that many times I haue 
ſhewed my ſelfe both leſſe prouident, and leſſe painfull for the 
benefite of the common · wealth, then I ſhould, or might, or in- 
tended to doe hereafter; and haue in many actions, more re- 
ſpeed the ſatisfying of my owne particular humour, then ei- 
cher iuſtice to ſome priuate perſons, or the common good of al, 
yet I did not at any time, either omit dutic or cõmit grievance, 
vpon 
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pon nature dulneſſe· or ſer malice;but partly by abuſe of care 
rupt councellers, partly by errour of my youthfull iudgement. 
And now the remembrance of theſe ouer- ſights, is ſo vnplea- 
ſant to no manzas-to my ſelfe: and the rather becauſe I haue no 
meanes left, either to recompence. the inĩuries which I haue 
done; or to teſtiſie tothe world my reformed affections, which 
experience and ſtayedueſſe of yeares had already corrected, 
& would dayly haue framed to more perfection. But whether 
all the imputations where with I am charged be true, either in 
ſubſtance, or in ſuch qualitie as they areilaidgor whether being 
true, they be ſo heinous, as to inforce theſe extremities, or whe- 
ther any other Prince; eſpecially in the heate: of youth, and in 
the ſpace of twWoand t wentie yeares ( the time of my vnfortu- 
nate taigne) doth, not fome times either fot aduantage, or vp - 
pon diſpleaſure; in as derpe maner grieue ſome particular ſub- 
ect; Iwill not now enamine: it heſpeth not to vic defence, 
neither booteth it to make complaint: there left no place 
for the one, nor pittie for the other: and therefore I referre ic 
to the iodgement ot God, and your leſſe diſtempered cunſi- 
derarion s, | 

Faccuſe norman, I blame no fortune, Icomplaineofno- 
thing: haue no pleaſure in ſuch: yaine and needleſſe com- 
forts: and if I lifted to haue ſtood:yponitermes, I know I have 
greatfauourers abroad, and ſome friends (hope) at home, 
whe would haut beene ready; yea forward on myrbehalſe, to 
fer vp a bloudy and doubt full warre: but heſſeeme not my 
dignitic at fo high æ price, as the hazard of ſo great valure, 
the ſpilling of ſo much Engliſh-bloud, and the ſpoile and 
walte of fo flouriſſiag a Realme, as thereby might haue beene 
occafionet.: Thereforc:thar the Commonwealth may rather 
riſe by my falb, then I ſtand byrchervinechereof, Iwillingly 
yeeld to your deſires, ard am hetre come to diſpoſſeſſe my 
ſelfe of all publike authoritie and title, and to małe it free and 
lawfull for you to create for your King, Heis Duke of Lan- 
caſter my couſin germaine, Wom I kom to bee as worthie xo 
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take that place, as I ſee you willing to giue it to his. 
Then he tead openly and diſtinctly che forme of his ceſſion, 
whereis hee did declare, that hee had diſcharged his ſubiectes, 
from their oathes of fealtie and homage, and all other oathes 
whatſoever ; and of his owne will & free motion, did abdicate, 
the title, dignitie, and au&horitic of a King: and rendred vp the 
poſſeſſion of the Realme, with the vic and title thereof, and all 
the rights thereunto appertaining.To this the King ſubſcribed 
and was ſworne: and then hee deliuered with his owne hands 
the Crowne; the Septer, and the Robe to the Duke of Lapca- 
ſter; wiſhing vnto him more happineſſe there with, then had e- 
ver happened vnto hin ſelfe. Then he did conſtitute the Arch- 
biſhop of Yorke, and the Biſhop ot Hereford his procurators, 
to intimate and declare this his reſignation to all the ſtates of 
the realme, which-fſhould be aſſembled together in Parliament 
Laſtly, he gaue all his riches and goods, to the ſumme of three 
hundred thouſand pounds in coyne, beſides his Iewels & plate, 
for ſatistaction of the iniuryes that hee had done, defiring the 
Duke, & al the reſt that were preſent ſeuerally by theit names, 
not altogether to forget that he had beene their King, nor yet 
too much to thinke ypon the ſame;but to retaine ef him a mo- 
derate remembrance; and in recompence of the eaſe that hee 
had done them by his voluntarie yeelding, to permit him to 
live ſafely , in a private and obſcure life: with the ſweertenefſe 
wherof he was ſo poſſeſſed, that f16 thenceforth he would pre- 
ferre it, before any preferment in the world. All this was de- 
livered and done by the King, with voyce and countenance ſo 
agreeable to his preſent heauineſſe, that there was no man too 
vnmindefull of humane inſtabilitie ,, which, was not in (ome 
meaſure moued thereat: ãbſomuch as a fe we ſecrete teares: 
melced from the eyes of many that were preſent, in whoſe 
mindes 'a confuſed and - obſcure: alteration alreadie ganne 
to beginne. So prone and inclinable are men to pitie miſerie, 
although they haut proeuted it, : and to enuie proſperitie, 
euen that whickthey haue rayſ de. 
| EP Vpon 


R. Henrie the fourth. - 89 


Vpon Munday next following the Parlament began ac 
Weſtminſter ; and the Archbiſhop of Yorke and the Biſhop 
of Hereford(the Kings Atturneyes for this purpoſe)declared 
openly to the ſtates there aſſembled, the Kings voluntarie re- 
ſignation; and demaunded whether they would aſſent and 
agree therevnto ? the Barons of the realme by ſeuerall and 
particular conſent, the commons with one generall yoyce, 
did expreſlye accept and admit the ſame. Then it was 
thought meet that certaine defects and miſdemeanures con- 
cerning matters of gouernment, ſhould be obiected againſt 
the King: for which he ſhould be adiudged as vaworthy,as 
he ſeemed vnwilling to reteine the kingdome. To this pur- 
poſe certaine articles were engroſſed, and openly tead: in 
which was conteyned, how yoprofitable the King had beene 
to the realme; how vniuſt and grieueus to the ſubiectes; 

contrarie both to his henour, and to his oath. The chiefeſt 
of which articles are theſe that follow, 


1 Tlrſ that King Richard did waſtefully ſpend the trea- 

ſure of the realme, and had _ the poſſeſſion of the 

crowne,to men yaworthy, by reaſon whereof, new charges 
were dayly laide on the neckes of the poore comminaltie. 

2 Item, where diuers Lords as well ſpirituall as tempo. 
rall, were appointed by the high court of Parlament, to com- 
mune and treate of matters concerning the ſtate of the 
realme,and the commonwealth of the ſame, they being bu- 
fied about the ſame comwiſſion,he with others of his affini- 
tie went about to impeache them of treaſon, 

3 Item, that by force and menace, he compelled the Iu- 
ices of the tealme at Shrewsburie,to condiſcend to his opi - 
nion for the deſtruction of the ſaid Lords: Inſomuch as he 
began to raiſe warre, againſt leb Duke of Lancaſter, Tho- 

mas Earle of Arundell, Richard Earle of Warwicke, & other 
Lords contrarie te his honor and promiſe, 
4 lem, that he cauſed his mw the Duke of Glouce- 


ter, 
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ſter, to be arreſted without lawe, and ſent him to Calice, and 
there without iudgement murthered him: and although the 
Earle of Arundell vpon his arraignement, pleaded his char- 
ter of pardon, he could not be heard, but was in molt vile 
and ſhamefull manner ſodainly put to death, : 

5 - Item, he aſſembled certaine Lancaſhire and Cheſhire 
men, to the intent to make warre on the foreſaid Lords, 
and ſuffered them to robbe and ſpoile, without correction 
and te proofe. | 


6 Item, that although the king flatteringly and with great 


diſſimulation, made proclamation throu Ow the realme, 
that the Lordg aforenamed were not attached for any crime 
of treaſon, but onely for extortions and oppreſſions doone 
within the realme, yet he laide to them in the Parlament te. 
belion ar d manifeſt treaſon, 

7 Item, he hath compelled divers of the ſaid Lords ſer- 
vants by menace to make great fines & extreme paiments; 
to their vtter vodooing: and notwithſtanding bis pardon to 
them graunted, he made them fine a new. 5 

8 Item, Where diuers were appointed to common of the 
eſtate of the re alme, and the common wealth of the ſame, the 
kin gcauſed al che toules &records to be kept fro them, con. 
trary to his promiſe made in parlament, to his opẽ diſhonor, 

9- Item, he vncharitably commaunde d, that no man vpon 
paine of loſſe of life and goods, ſhould once entreate him for 
the returne of Henrie now duke of Lancaſter. 

10 Item, here the realme is houlden of God, and not of 
the Pope, or any other Prince, the ſaid King Richard, after he 
had obteyned diners acts of Parlament, for his owne peculi- 


ar profit and pleaſure, then he procured Bulles and extreame 


cenſures from Rome, to compell all men ſtreitly to keepe 
the ſame, contrary to the honour and auncient priuiledges 
of th:s-realme... Ex Fg 


b 11 Item, al hough the Duke of Lancaſterhad done his 


deuoyre againſt Thomas Dut e of Northfolke, in proofe of 
, his 
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his quarrell yet the ſaid king without reaſon or ground, ba- 
niſhed him the realme for te ye ares contratie to all equities» . 

12 Item, beſote the Dukes departure, he vnder his broad 
Se ale, licenced him to make atturneys, to proſecute and de- 
fend his cauſes: the fai@kiog after his departure, would ſuf. 
fer none atturney to appeate for him, but did with his at his 
pleaſure, | 61/8: 

13 -Liem, the ſaid king put out diuers Shitiffes lawfully 
ele&ed, and put in tlieir roomes diuers others of his one 
minions, ſubuerting the la we, contrarie to his oath · and ho- 
nour, . Xx © Cid 2043.05; :: 

14 Item, he borrowed great ſummes.of money, and 
bound himſelfe vader his letters patents fayahe repayment 
of the ſame, aad yet not one peny paide. IE 

15. Item, he taxed men at the will of him and his ynhap- 
pie counſaile, and the ſame treaſure ſpent in folly, not payiog 
poote men for thcir vittaile and viand. 405 

16 Item, he ſaid that the lawes of the realme were in his 
head, and ſometimes in bis breſt: by reaſon of which phan- 
taſticall opinion, he deſtroyed noble men, and impoueriſhe d 
the poore commons. | | | | 

17 Item, the parlament ſetting and enacting diuers no- 
table ſtatutes, for the profit and aduancement of the com- 
mon wealth, he by his priuie friends and ſolicitours, cauſed 
to be enacted, that no acte then enacted ſhould be more pre- 
iudicial to him, then it was to bispredeceflors:thorow which 
proxiſe, he did often as he liſt, and not as the la we ment. 

r$ Item, for to ſerue his putpoſe, he would ſuffer the 
Shiriffes of the ſhires, to remaine aboue one yeareor two in 
their office. 0 ? 

19 Item. at the ſummons of parlament, when the Kaights 
and Burgeſſes ſhould be elect, and the election had fully pro- 
cee ded, he put out diuers perſons elected, and put in others in 
their places, to ſerue his will. and appetite. 

20 Item, he had priuie eſpials in euery ſhire , to heate 
N 2 whe 
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who had of him any communication, and if he communed 
of his laſciuzous living, and outragious dooing, he ſtraight- 
wayes was apprehended, and made a grieuous fine. 

21 Item, the ſpiritualtie alledged againſt him, that he at 
his going into Ireland, exacted many notable ſummes of 
money, beſide Plate and Iewels, without la we or cuſtome, 
contrary to his oath taken at his coronation. 

22 Item, when divers Lordes and Iuſtices were fworne 
to (ay the trueth, of diuers things to them committed in 
charge, both for the honour of the realme, and profit of the 
king, the ſaid king ſo menaced them with ſore threatnings, 
that no man would or durſt ſay the right. G 

23 Item, that without the aſſent ot the Nobilitie, he ca- 

ryed the Iewels and plate, and treaſure,ouer the ſea into Ire- 
land; to the great impoueriſhing of the realme; and all the 
good recordes of the common wealth againſt his extorti- 
ons, he cauſed priuily to be embeaſeled and caryed away. 

24 Item, in all Jeagues and letters to be concluded ang 
ſeut to the ſea of Rome and other regions, his writing was 
ſo ſubtill and darke, that no other Prince durſt once beleeue 
him, nor yet bis owe ſubiects. 

25 Item, he moſt tyranouſlie and vnprincely ſaid , that 
the liues and goods of all his ſubiects, were in the Princes 
hands, and at his diſpoſition. 

26 Item, that he contrarie to the great Charter of Eng- 
land, cauſed divers luſtie men to appeale diuers olde men, 
vpon matters determinable at the common law, in the court 
Marciall, berauſe that iu that court is no trial} but onely by 
battaile: whereby the ſayd aged perſons fearing the ſequell 


of the matter, ſubmitted themſelues to his mereſe, whom he | 


fined and raxſomed vnreaſonably at his pleaſure. 

27 Item, he crafcily deviſed certaine privie oathes, con- 
trarie to lawe, and cauſed divers of his ſubiects, firſt to be 
ſworne to obſerue the ſame, and aſter bound them in bands 
for ſurer keeping the ſame, to the great yndooing a 

one 
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honeſt men. 


28 Item, where the Chancellour according to lawe, 
would in no wiſe graunt a prohibition toa certaine perſon, 
the king graunted it vnto the ſame perſon vnder his priuie 
ſeale, with great threatnings if it ſhould be diſobeyed, 

29 Item, he baniſhed the Biſhop of Canterburie, with- 
out cauſe or judgement, and kept him in the Parlament 
Chamber with men of armes. | 

30 Item, the biſhops goods he graunted to his ſucceſ- 
for, vpon condition that he ſhould maintaine all his ſtatute⸗ 
made at Shrewsburie, Anno 21. and the ſtatutes made, Anno 
22. at Couentree. 

31 Item, vppon the accuſation of the Archbiſhop, the 
King craftily perſwaded the ſaid Biſhop to make no anſwer, 
for he would be his warrant , and adviſed him not to come 

to the Parlament; and ſo without anſwere he was con- 
demned and exiled, and his goods ſeazed. Foure ether Ar- 
ticles were laide, which parcicularlie did concerne the ſaid 
- Archbiſhop , by whoſe dooing chicfly the king was vtterly 
vndone, 

Then was demaunded of the Nobilitic and commons of 
the realme, what they iudged both of the tructh and deſert 
of theſe articles? who all agreed that the crimes were noto- 
rious, and that king Richard was worthie for the ſame to be 
depoſed from his princely dignitie. The noble men gaue 
their voyces, part corrupted by fauour, part awed by feare :. 
and the commons are commonly like a flocke of Cranes, as 
one dooth flye, all will follow. Hereypon Commiſſioners 
were appointed by both the houſes ; who pronounced ſen- 
rence of depoſition againſt king Richard, in manner and 
forme as followeth. 

In the name of God, Amen. Wie Tohn Biſhop of S. Aſſes, 
I. Abbote of Glaſtenbarie, Thom. Earle of Gloncefter, Thom. 
Lord Berkley, Thom. Erpingbame , Thom. Graye Knights : 
Will. Thirninge /»ftice, Commoſiioners for the matters here- 


after 
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after ſpecified, by the Lords fpirituall and temporall of the realme 
of England, and the Commens of the ſaid realme , repreſenting 
all the flates of the ſaide Kingaome , ſpecially deputed, fiuing in 
ſeate of indgement , and confidering the manifold iniuries, and 
cruclies , and many other crimes and offences by Richard late 
King of the ſaide rcalme , eammitted and doone, contrarie to 
good gouernement, in the realmes and dominion: afereſaide , du- 
ring the time of his reigne : alſe conſidering the articles which . 
were openly exhibited and red before the ſaid fiates , which were 
ſo publicke , notorious, manifeit, and famoy, that theyconld nor 
can by no auen dance and ſhift be concealed : alſs confidering the 
confeſtion of the ſaide King, acknowledging and repating and 
truly vpen bis certains knowledge ineging himſelfe to haze 
been and to be altogether mſufficient and vwikilfnll, for the rule 
and gouernment of the realmes and Domwions aforeſaid and of 
any parts of them, and not unworthy to be depoſed, ſor the note. 
rious demerit es, by the ſaid Richard fit achnowleaged, and af- 
 terward by his will and mandate, before the [aid flates publiſh 
ed, and to them opened and declared in the Engliſhtongue. y. 
on theſe and ot her matters which were done concerning- the ſame 
buſines, before the ſaid States and vs, by the diligent place, name 
and authority to vs in this part commuted, in aboundance and 
for à cautele we pronounce, decree and declare, the ſaide Ri- 
chard, 19 haus beene and to be unproſitabls and vnabli, and al- 
together. inſufficient and wnworthie for the rule and gonerne- 
ment of the ſaid realmes, and of the dominions, rights and parts 
of them: and in regards and refpelt of the premiſes, worthily to 
be depeſed from all linglie dignitie and honowr (if any ſuch dig- 
nitie and honour remameth in him) aud for the like cautele wee 
des depoſe bim by eur ſentence definitine, in this writing + inbi- 
biting from bencefoirth expreſſcly all and ſingular Lords, Arch- 
biſbeps Biſhops, Prelates, Dukes, Marque ſſes and Earles, Ba- 
rens, Knighti,V aſſalles, and all other perſons whatſocucr, of the 
ſaide realmes and dominions, and other places to the ſard realmes 
and dominions appertaizing , the ſubiect and liege people of the 
ſame, and enery of them, = from henceforth none obey , or in- 
tend 
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tend to obey the foreſaid Richard as king or Lord of the realmts 
and — — 1 7 
Then the ſame Commiſſioners were by the conſent and 
ſuffrages of both houſes, conſtituted procurators, ioyntlye 
and ſeuerally for all the ſtates of the realme; to reſigne and 
ſurrender vato King Richard, for them and all other homaz 
ges of therealme , all the homages and fealties which-were 
both due and doone vnto him, as King and Soucraigne;/and 
alſo to declare vnto him al the premiſes, concerning his de- 
poſition. Now Henris Duke of Lancaſter, that he might be 
reputed, or repotted at the leaſt, not to attaine the kingdom 
by intruſion and wrong, was counſailed by his friends, to 
prone ſome lawfull challenge and. claime therevnto: and 
eing in power, it was no ſooner aduiſed what was to 
bee doone, but it was preſently deuiſed how to doe it. So a 
title was drawne from Edmund, ſonne to King Henrie the 
third, whom they ſurnamed Crouch. backe: — that 
he was the eldeſt ſonne of King Heurie, and that for his de - 
formitie, he was put from his right of ſucceſſion in the king- - 
dome; which: was for that cauſe giuen to his younger bro- 
ther, King Edward the third: to this Edmund the Duke was 
next of bloud by his mother Blaxche , ſole daughter and 
heyreto Henrie the firſt Duke of Lancaſtet, and ſonne to the 
ſaid Edmund. This cunning tonceit was perceived of all 
menz but ſeeming not to perceiue it, was a point of fiiend= 
ſhip in ſome & of obedience in the teſt: therefore the king- 
dome of England being then thought vacant , both by the 
refign2tionz) and alſo by the depofirion of King Richard: 
Duke Henrie aroſe from his ſeate, and ſtanding in the view 


of the Lords, croſſed himſelfe on the forchead, and on the 
breft, and ſpake as followeth. | 20997 

In the name of God Amen : I Henrie of Lancaſter, claime 
the realme of England. & the crowne with all the appurtenances 
as 1 that am deſcended by right line of the blond royal com wing 


from that good Lord K. Henrie the third, & through the "i e 
| | thas : 
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that God of his grace hath ſent mee , with the belpe of my Rin- 
dred and of my friendes, to reconer the ſame : Which kingdome 
w in point to be undoone , for default of good gonernment and 
dus inſtice, . 

After theſe wordes, it was demaunded in both houſes, 
of the Nobility & of the commons which were aflembled, 
whether they did conſent that the Duke ſhould raigne? Who 

- all with one voyce, acknowledged and accepted him for 
their King: then the Archbiſhop of Canterbury cooke him 
by the hand, and placed him in the throane of eſtate, the 
Archbiſhoppe of Yorke aſſiſting him, and all the aſſemblie 
teſtifying their owne ioy, and wiſhing his. Then the Arch- 
biſhop made an oration, and tooke for his theame, this place 
of Scripture : See, this is the man whom I ſpake to thee of, this 
ſame ſtall raigne auer my people, 1. Reg.9.17. After all this 


he was proclaimed King of England, and of France, and 


Lord of Ireland: and the common people which is yoide of 
cares, not ſearching into ſequels, but without difference of 
right er wrong inclinable to follow thoſe that are mighty, 
with ſhoutes and clamours gave their applauſe, not all vpon 
iudgement, or faithfull meaning, but moſt onely vpon a re- 
ceiued cuſtome to flatter the Prince whatſoeuer he be, Vet 
leaſt the heate of this humour ſhould allay by delay, it was 
foorthwith proclaimed in the great Hall, that vpon the 13. 
day of September next enſuing,the Coronation of the King 
ſhould be celebrated at Weſtminſter. Theſe matters being 
thus diſpatched, the King proclaimed, aroſe from his ſeate, 
and went to White Hall: where he ſpent the reſt of the day 
in royall feaſting, and all other complements of ioy: not- 


withſtanding there appeared in him no token of ſtaxelyneſſe 


or pride, norany change in ſo great a change. 
Vpon Wedneſday next following, the procurators, before 
mentioned, went to the preſence of King Richard, being 


within the Tower; and declared vnto him the admiſſion 


of his reſignation, and allo the order and forme of his depo- 
| fition * 
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fition : and in the name of all the ſtates of the realme , did 
ſurrender the homage and fealty which had beene dye vnto 
him; ſo that no man from thence foorth would beare to 
bim faith and obedience, as totheir King, The King anſwe- 
red that he nothing reguarded theſe titular circumſtances, 
but contented himſelfe with hope, that his couſen would be 

gracious Lord, and good friend vnto him. 

So vpon the 13. day of October, which was the day of 
the tranſlation of Ed ward the Confeſſour, the Duke was 
wich all ac cuſt omed ſolemnities , by the Archbiſhoppe of 

Canterbury, ſacred, annointed and Crowned King at Weſt- 
minſter by the name of King Henry the fourth: vpon the 
very ſame day, wherein the yeere before, he had beene ba- 
niſhed the Realme. Hee was annoynted wich an oyle, 
which a certaine religious man gaue vato Heury the firſt 
Duke of Lancaſter (Grandfather to the King by the mo- 
chers fide ) when hee ſerued inthe warres of King Edward 
the third, beyond the ſeas; together with this Propheſie, 
that the Kinges which ſhould bee annoynted there with, 
ſhould bee the champions of the Church. Duke Henry 

deliuered this oyle in a golden voll to Prince Edward, the 
eldeſt ſonne of King Edward the third z who locked vp the 

ſame in a barred cheſt within the Tower, with intent to be 
annoynted there with, when he ſhould bee crowned King: 
but the Prince dying before his Father, it remained there, 
eyther not remembred, or not regarded, vutill this pre- 
ſent yeere; whercin the King, being vpon his voyage in- 
to Ireland , and making diligent ſearch for the ie wels and 
monumentes of his progenitours, found this Violl and 

Prepheſie : and viiderftanding the ſecret, was deſirous 
to bee anoynted againe with that oyle: but the Archbi- 
ſhop of Canterburie perſwaded him, that both the fact 
was vnlawfull, and the precedent vnſeene, that a King 

ſhould bee anoynted twice: wheteupon he brake of that 

purpoſe, and tooke the Violl ww him into Ireland: and 


when 
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when hee yeelded himſelfe at Flint, the Archbiſhoppe of 
Canterburye demaunded it of him agayne and dyd re- 
ceaue and reſerue the ſame, vntill the coronation of 
King Henrie; who was the firſt King of this realme;that was 
anoynted there with. : | 
I am not purpoſed ro diſcourſe , eyther of the autho- 
ritye , or of the certaintys of theſe 1 : but wee 
may eaſily obſerue, that the greateſt part of them, ey- 
ther altogether fayled , or were fulfilled in another ſence, 
then as they. were commonly conſtrued and taken. Du. 
ring the raigne of King Hemrie the fourth, execution by 
fire was fiſt put in practiſe within this Realme , for 
controuerſies in poyntes of religion: in any other extra- 
ordinarye matter, hee did as much make the Church 
champion, as ſhew himſelfe a champion of the Church: 
but afterwardes his ſucceſſaurs were entytuled Defen- 
ders of the foth and howe in action they veryficd the 
lame, I referte to remembraunce and reporte of later 
times. | 
Now it had beene confidered , that the tytle which 
was deriued to King Herrie , from Zdmund, whome 
they ſurnamed Crouchbacke, would bee taken but for 
a blynde and idle ieſt: for that ic was notorious that the 
ſayd Edmund, was neyther eldeſt ſonne to King Henry 
the thyrd (as it was plainely declared by an acte of Par- 


lament ) nor yet a miſſhapen and deformed perſon : but 


a goodly Gentleman, and valiant commaunder in the 
field, and ſo fauoured of the King his Father, that hee 
oaue him, both the heritages, and honours. of Simone 
Mountfort Earle of Leiceſter, of Ferrare Farle of Dar- 
by, and of John Barron of Monmuthe , who to theyr 
owne ruine and deſtruction, had deſplaied ſeditious en- 
ſignes againtt the King, And further to aduaunce him to 
the marriage of Blanch Queene of Naueme, he created him 
the firſt Earle of Lancaſter, and gaue vnto him the coun; 
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ty, Caſtle, and trowne of Lancaſter, with the Forreſtes of Wi- 
reſdale, Lounſdale, Newcaſtle beneath Linne, the Manner, 
Caſtle and Forreſt of Pickering, the Manner of Scaleby , 
the towne of Gomeceſter, of Huntendone, &c. with many 
large priuiledges,and high titles of honour. 

Therefore King Hexry vpon the day of his Coronation, 
cauſed to be proclaimed, that he claymed the Kingdome of 
England, firſt by right of conqueſt : Secondly, becauſe King 
Richard had religned his eſtate, and deſigned him for his 
ſucceſſour : Lafily, becauſe he was of the bloud royall, and 
nexc heyre male vnto King Richard, . 55 

Heres malus indeed (quoth Edmund. Mortimer Earle of 
March vnto his ſecret friends) and ſo is the Pirate to the 
Marchant, when hee deſpoyleth him ef all that hee hath. 
This Edmund was ſonne to Roger Afortimer who was not 
long before ſlaine in Ireland, and had been openly decla- 
red heyre apparent to the Crowne, in caſe King ie hard 
ſhould dye without iſſue; as deſcended by his Mother Phi- 
lip, from Lionell Duke of Clarence, who was elder brother 
to Iobs Duke of Lancaſter, King Henvies Father: and ther- 
fore the ſayd Edmund thought himſelfe, and in deed was, 
neerer heyre male to the ſucceſſion of the Crowne, then 
he that by colour of right clayming it, carried it by dynt 
of force, | =, 

But ſuch was the condition of the tyme , that hee 
ſuppoſed it was vaine, for him to ſtirre, where King Richard 
could not ſtand: Whereupon he deſſembled, eyther that 
he ſaw his wrong; or that hee regarded it; and choſe ra- 
ther to ſuppreſſe his title for a time, then by vntimely op- 
poſing himſelfe, to haue it oppreſſed and depreſſed for euer: 
to this ende hee withdrewe' himſelfe farte from London, 
to his Lordſhippe of Wigmore, in the Weſt partes of the 
realme, and there ſetled himſelfe to a priuate and cloſe life: 
Idlenes and vacancy from publike affaires, he accompted a 


vettue, and a deepe point of wiſedome to meddle wich 
O 2 nothing, 
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nothing, whereof no man was chargeable to yeeld a rec- 
koning . In reuenues he was meane, in apparell moderate, 
in company and traine not exceſſiue, (yet in all theſe honou- 
rable and according to his degree) ſo that they which eſtee- 
med men by out ward appearance only, could ſee in him no 
great ſhe w, eyther of wit and courage in his minde to bee 
feared, or of wealth and honour in his eſtate to be enuyed. 
And thus while ſt a greater enemy was feared, he paſſed vn- 
regarded; making himſelfe ſafe by conterapt , where no- 
thing was ſo daungerous as a good opinion; and raking vp. 
thoſe coales in obſcuritie for a time, which ſhortly after ſer 
all the realme on fire. 3 
King Heurie preſently after his coronation, created his el- 
deſt loune Lord Henrie being then about xiii. yeares of age, 
Prince of Wales, Duke of Corne wall, and Earle of Cheſter, 
and ſoone after he created him alſo Duke of Aquitaine. Afe 
terwards it was enacted, by conſent of all the ſtates of the 
realme,afſembled together in the Parliament, that the inhe- 
ritance of the Crownes and Realmes of England and of 
Fraunce , and of all the dominions to them appertaining, 
ſhould be vnited and remaiae in the perſon of King Hen- 
rie, and in the heires of his body lawfully begotten : and 
that Prince Henrie his eldeſt ſonne, ſhould bee his heyre 
apparant, and ſucceſſour in the premiſſes: and if he ſhould 
dye without lawfull iſſue, then they were entayled to his 
other ſonnes ſucceſſiuely in order, and to the heyres of their 
bodyes lawfully begotten. 
The inheritance of the Kingdome being in this ſorte ſet. 
tled in King Heryie and in his line, it was mooued in the 
Parliament what ſhould be doene with King Richard. The 


Biſhop of Caerliel, who was a man learned and wiſe , and 


oue that alwayes vſed both libertie and conſtancie in a 
good cauſe; in his ſecret iudgement did neuer giue allow- 
ance to theſe — yet diſſembled his diſlike, vnt ill 
he might to ſome purpoſe declare it: therefote now being 
in 
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in place to be heard of all, and by order of the honſe)to be 


incerrupted by none, hee roſe vp and with a bold and pre- 


4 , 
» F 


whereof will aſſuredly procure, eyther fafe quiet, or daun 


ſent ſpirit, vttered his mind as followeth. 
This queſtion (right honourable Lordes) concerneth 
a matter of great conſequence and weight: the determini 


erous diſturbance, both to our particular conſciences, and 
alſo to the common ſtate. Therefore before you reſolue 
vppon it, I pray you call to your conſiderations theſe two 
things: Firſt, whether King Richard bee ſufficiently depo- 
ſed or no: Secondly, whether King Heurie be with good 
iudgement or iuſtice choſen in his place. For the firſt point 
we are firſt to examine, whether a king, being lawfully and 
fully inſtitute d by any iuſt title, may vppon impuration ey- 
therofnegligence, or of tyrannie, be depoſed by his ſubiects: 
Secondly, what King Richard hath omitted in the one, or 
committed in the other, for which he ſhould deſerue ſo hea- 
vie iudgement. I will not ſpeake what may be doone in 
a popular ſtate, or in a conſular; in which although one bea- 
reth the name and honour of a Prince, yet he hath not ſu- 
preme power of Maieſtie; but in the one, the people haue 
the higheſt empire; in the other, the Nobilitie, and chiefe 
men of eſtate; in neyther, the Prince . Of the firft ſorte 
was the common wealth of the Lacedzmonians, who af- 
ter the forme of gouernement which Liewrgns framed , of- 
tentimes fined, oftentimes fettered their Kings, and ſome- 
times condemned them to death: ſuch were alſo in Ce- 
ſars time, the petie Kings of euery Citie in Fraunce z who 
were many times arreigned vpon life aud death, and (as 
eAmbiorix Prince of the Leodienſes confeſſed) had no 
greater power ouer the people, then the people had ouer 
them, Of the ſecond conditien were the Romaine Em- 
perours at the firſt; of home ſome; namely, Nero and 


. 1 
A | caligula. | 
CHMaximines were openly condemne d, others were fodainly Tacitus, in 


e 


a 
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ſurpized by iudgement, and authoritie of the Senate : 


and ſuch ate nowe the Emperours of Germany, whome 
the other Princes by their Ariſtocraticall power, doe not 


| onely reſtrayne, but ſometimes alſo remooue from 


theyr imperiall ſtate: : ſuch are alſo the Kinges of Den- 
marke, and Sweuthand, who ate many times by the no- 
bilitye deiected, eyther into pryſon,, or into exile: ſuch 
like wiſe are the Dukes of Venice , and of ſome other free 
ſtates in. Italy: and the chicfeſt cauſe for which Lewes 
Earle of Flanders was lately expelled from his place, was 
for drawing to himſelfe cogniſance in matters of life and 
death, which higb power neuer pertayned to his dig- 
me. :/;. * 3 2 31811. f 7 
In theſe and ſuch like gouernements, the Prince hath 
not regall rightes , but is himſclfe ſubie& to that power 
which is greater then his, whether it be in the Nobility or in 
the common people. But if the Soueraigne Maieſty by in the 
Prince, as it was in the three firſt Empires, and in the King - 
domes of Iudea and Iſraell; and is now in che kingdomes of 
England, Fraunc e, Spaine, Scotland, Muſcouia, Turky, Tar- 
taria, Perſia, Aethiopia, and almoſt all the Kingdomes of 
Aſia and Afticke: although for his vices he bee vuprofita- 
ble to the ſubiectes, yea hurtfull, yea intollerable: yet can 
they lawfully neyrher harme his perſon, nor hazard his po- 
wer, whether by iudgement , or cls by force: for neyther 
one, nor all Magiſtrates haue any authority ouer the Prince, 
from whome tall authority is deriued, and wheſe onely 
preſence doeth ſilence, and ſuſpend all inferiour iuriſdicti- 
on and power. As for force, what ſubiecte can at- 
tempt, or aſſiſt, or counſaile, or conceale violence againſt 
his Prince, and not incurre the high and heyneus crime of 
tre aſon ? „ „ ä J ne 
It is a common ſaying, thought is free: free indeede 
from puniſhment of ſecular lawes, except by worde or 
deed 
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deed it hreake foorth into action: Vet the ſecret. thoughts 
againſt the ſacred, maieſty of a Prince, without attempt, 
without endeuour, haue beene adiudged worthy of wad ; 
and ſome who in auriculer confeſſion, haue diſcourred their 
treacherous deuiſes againſt the perſon of their Prince, haue 
afterwardes beene executed for the ſame, All lawes doe 
exempt a madde man from puniſhment :.; becauſe, theyr 
actions are not governed. by theyr will and purpole,:, and 
the will of man being ſet aſide, all his doings are indif- 
ferent ; neyther can the body offend without à corrupt 
er crronious minde: yet if a mad man draw hys {word ypon 
his King, it hath bin adiudged te deſerue death, And leaſt, 
any man ſhould ſurmiſe that, Princes for the maintenance 


of theyr owne ſafety and ſoueraigpety, are the onely au- 


thors of theſe judgementes; let ys. a little conſider the par-* 


ternes and preceptes of holy. Scripture. Nahnuchadnezaer. 


King of Affria waſted all Palcftine-with fire. and ſw] q 
oppugned Hieruſalem a long time A and at the laſt e püg : 


ned it: flue the King: burac the; Temple ? tooke away 


the holy veſſelles and tregſure: the reſt, hee petmitted to 
the cruelty and ſpoyle of hi; vamercifull ſeldicrs ; Who de- 
filed all pla ces with; xape and ſlaughter, and ruinated to the 


ground that flouriſhing . e >a Mere 
dy. butchery the people which cf 7 heled Ca ride” | 
y-burchery,, the peop! eg ; ptide, 


into Chaldæa : and there er I en Image, and 
commaungded that they which refuſed to worſhip it, ſhould 
bee caſt intaolier e i vl Ale ba 3H 
. What crueltye , what iniuſticę, what, impiety is com- 
able fe ch and. ycr, God each Nane aduexxer 
is ſeruant, and promiſeth him byre and wages for his 
ſeruice: and the Prophetes Jeremiah and. B 
g ynto the Ie es to praye fot the | 
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with bitter termes abhorreth the diſloyalty of Zedechia,be- 
cauſe he reuolted from Nabuchadnezzer, whole homager 
and tributary he was. What ſhall we ſay of Saul: did he not 
put all the Prieſtes to execution, becauſe one of them did re- 
lieue holy and harmeleſſe Dauid ! did he not violently perſe- 
cute that his moſt faithfull ſeruant and dutifull Sonne in law? 
during which purſuite, he fel twice into the power of Dauadz 
who did not onely ſpare, but alſo ___ the King ; and re- 
prooued the pretorian ſouldiers for their negligent watch, 
and was touched in heart for cutting away the lappe of his 
garment: and afterwards cauſed the meſſenger to be ſlaine, 
who vpon requeſt and for pitty, had lent his hand (as he ſaid) 
to help forward the — death of that — wn, » 
, * for the contrary examples: as that of Je- 
—— roms eue e bs who ſlue [choram and Ahazia Kings 
| helped Neroe (although in joue) to hill ef Iſraell and Tuda : they were done by 
himſelfe, So did Scierm kill all che k x&preſſe oracle & revelation from God, 
Fillers of Pertinax his- predeceſſonr 2 564 are no more ſer do wne for our imi- 
_— r pre _ tation,thentherobbing of the Egypti- 
pi us Emperour of Grecia cauſed all ans, or any other perticuler and priui- 
thoſe to be ſlaine, who had made his ledged commundement, but in the ge- 


Eather Emperour, by killing Les At»: nerall precept, which all men muſt ordi- 


men uu. And Alexander the g 


; bas rf 
to cruell execution, thoſe chat 2 


| — bes ; — — Are — e. 
Naine Derizs dib m. | = cites alſo, & our very thouphres 
— = — Lich Jury ud be- 
5 On vnto Princes; 1 — — — or euill, the lav 

cut. 17. 12. of God ordaineth : that he whic wweptiionſly again 
Plates. ie ruler of the people ſhall dye : and al Prophet 32.7 fore 
Exod.:2.28, biddeth, totoueh the Lords anointed. Thon ſhalt not (ſaith 
At23.5- the Lord) rayle vpen theindges, neither pal cual againſt the 
Rem. 1371. 73. ruler oft people. And the Apoſtles do demaund further that 
. euen our thoughtes and ſoules bee obedient to higher 
" ea powers. And leaft' any ſhould imagine that they meant 
1. Tini. fa. of gdod Princes onely, theꝝ ſpeake generally of all; and fur- 


ther 


* 
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ther to take away all doubt, they make exprefſe mentiou of 


the euill. For the power and authoritie of wicked princes is 
the ordinance of godʒand therforeChriſt told Pilate, that the 
power which he had was giuen him from aboue; and the 
Prophet Eſay calleth Cyrw, being a prophane and heathen 
Prince, the Lords anoynted. For God flirreth vp the ſpirit 


euen of wicked Princes to doe his will; and ( as /ehoſbaphat. 1 Chron. 36:22 * 


ſayd to his rulers )they execute not the Iudgement of man, 
but of the Lord: in regard whereef David calleth them 
Gods; becauſe they haue their rule and authority immedy- 
atly from God: which if they abuſe, they are not to bee ad- 
iudged by theyr ſubiects, for no power within theyr domi- 
nion is ſuperior to theirs : but God reſerueth them to the 
ſoreſt tryall: Horribh and ſodaivly (faith the Wiſeman ) will 
the Lord appeare vnto them, anda hard indgement feallthey 
hane. 

The law of God commaundeth , that the Childe ſhould 
be put to death, for any contumely done ynto the patents: 
but what if the Father be a robber? if a murtherer? if for all 
exceſſe of villanyes, odious and execrable both to God and 
man ? ſurely hee deſerueth the higheſt degree of puniſh. 
ment , and yer muſt notthe Sonne lift vp his hand againſt 
him, for no offence is ſogreat as to be puniſhed by particide: 
but our country is dearer vnto ys then our parentes: and 
the Prince is pater patria, the Father of our Countrey : and 
therefore more ſacred and deere vnto ys, then our parentes 
by nature, and muſt not be violated, how impetious, how 
impious ſo euer hee bee: doth he commaund or demaund, 
our perſons or ourpurſes, we muſt not ſhunne for the one, 
nor ſhrinke for the other: for (as Nehemiah ſaith ) Kinges 
baus dominion ouer the bodyes and auer the cattle of their ſub- 
iecles at their pleaſure, Doth be enioyne thoſe actions which 
are contrary to the lawes of God ? we muſt neyther wholy 
obey, nor violently reſiſt, but with aa conſtant courage ſub- 


mit our ſelues to all manner of puniſnment, and ſhewe = 
P ud. 
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ſubiection by enduring, end not performing: yea the 

Church hath declared it to bee an hereſie, to holde that 

a Prince way bee ſlaine or depoſed by his ſubiectes, for 

any diſorder or default, eyther in liſe, or elſe in govern. 

ment, there will be faultes fo long as there are men: and 
as wee endure with paticnce's barren yeere, if it hap · 

pen and vnſeaſonable weather , and ſuch other defectes of 
nature, ſo muſt wee tollerate the imperſections of ru- 
lers, and quietlye expecte, eyther reformation, or elſe a 

change · 

Bur alas good King Richard, what ſuch eruelry? what 
ſuch impiety hath he cucr committed?examine rightly thoſe 
im putations which are layde againſt him, without an 
falſe circumſtance of aggrauation, and you ſhall finde 
nothing obiected, eyther of any truth, or of great mo- 
ment. It may bee that many errours and ouerſightes haue 
eſcaped him, yet none ſo grieuous to bee termed tyran- 
ny; as proceeding rather — vnexperienced ignorance, 
or corrupt counſaile , then from any naturall and wilfull 
mallice. Oh, howe ſhall the world be peftered with ti- 
rantes , if ſubiectes may rebell vyppon every pretence of 
tyranny ? howe many good Princes ſhall daylye bee 
ſuppreſſed by thoſe, by whome they ought to bee ſup- 
ported? if they leauy a ſubſedy, or any other texati- 
on, it ſhall be claymed oppreſſion : if they put any to death 
for trayterous attempts againſt theyr — it ſhall bee 
exclaymed cruelty: if they doe any thing againſt the 
luſt and liking of the people, it ſhall bee proclaimed ty- 
rannie. 5 

But let it be, that without authority in vs, or deſert in 
him, king Richard muſt be depoſed: yet what right had the 
Duke of Lancafter to ihe Crowne? er what reaſon haue 
wee without his righrto glue it to him? if hee make title as 
heyre vnto king Richard, them muff he yet ſtay vntill kin 
Richards death; for no man cin ſucceed as heyre to one tha 

| liueth. 
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liverth.Butir is well knowne to all men, who are not eyther 
wilfully blinde or 2 ignorant, that there ate ſome now 
aliue, lineally deſcended from Lionell Duke of Clarence, 
whole ofſpring was by indgment of the high Court of Par- 
lament hoden the vñl. yeere of the raigne of King Richard, 
declared next ſucceſſout to the Crowne, in caſe King Ki- 
chard ſhould dye without iſſue. Concerning the tytle from 
Edmmwnd Cronchbacks, I will paſſe it ouer,ſecing the authors 
thereof are become — of ſo abſurde abuſe, both of 
theyr owne knowledge, and our credulity. and therefore all 
the clayme is now made, by right of conqueſt; by the ceſſi- 
on and graunt of King Ri. * ;and by the generall conſent 
of all the people. It is a bad wooll that can take no colour: 
but what conqueſt can a ſubiecte pretend againſt his Soue- 
— — the watre is inſurrettion, and the victory high 
and heynous treaſon? as for the refignation which King Ris 
chard made, being a pent priſoner for the ſame cauſe ; it is 
an ae exacted by force: and therefore of no force and 
validity to binde bim: and ſeeing chat by the lawes of this 
land, the king alone cannot alicnate , the auncient iewels 
and ornaments pertaining to the Crowne , ſurely hee can. 
not giue away the Crowne it ſelfe , and therewithallthe 
kingdome, | 7 

Neither haue we any cuſtome, that the people at pleaſure 
ſhould electe theyr king: but they are alwayes bound yoro 
him; ho by rigftroFbloudis near ſuccefſour; much lefſe 
can they cotifirme and make godd that title, which is hefote 
by violence vſurped: for nothing can then be freely doone, 
when liberty is once reftrained by feare. So erent 
terrour of his legions, obtayne the fawe of Pele to c 
made, whereby hee was created Uiffaear 'for'foureſed? 

ecrerrandÞy like impiefllon of feste Ce chiſed'thie1a\ 
Ferpier be prownlge, by whit wal de eee 
diQator: but both theſe lawes werd after watdes ac udged 
void. As for the depofing of King Ealvkrdttien.itismo mor 
h P 2 
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to be vrged, then the poyſoning of King leb, or the mur- 
dering of any other good and lawfull Prince: wee muſt liue 
according to lawes, and not to examples: and yet the king - 
dome was not then taken from the lawfull ſucceſſour. But if 
we looke backe to times lately paſt, we ſhall finderhat theſe 
titles were more ſtronge in King Stephen, then they are 
in the Duke of Lancaſter: for king Henry the firſt being at 
large liberty, neytherreſtrained in body, nor conſtrained in 
minde, had appointed himto ſucceed: ( as it was yppon 
good credite , certainly affirmed.) The people aſſented to 
this deſignement; and thereupon without feare, and with- 
out ſorce, he was anoynted King, and obtained full poſſeſſi- 
on of the realme. Vet Henry (Sonne of the Eatle of An. 
jowe ) having a neererright by his mother to the Crowne, 
(norwithſtanding his father was aſtranger & himſelfe borne 
beyond the ſeas)rayſed ſuch rough warres vppon King Ste- 
phen, that there was no end of ſpoyling the goods and ſpil+ 
ling the bloud of the vohappy people, beſides the ruynes 
— deformities of many Cities and holdes ; vntill his law- 
ſul inheritance was to him aſſured, It terifieth me to remem- 
ber how many floriſhing Empires, and Kingdomes haue bin 
by meanes of ſuch contentions eyther torne in peeces with 
deteſtiue diuifion, or ſubdued to forren Princes, vnder pre- 
rence of aſſiſtaunce and ayde: and Ineede not repeate howe 
ſore this realme hath heeretofore beene ſhaken with theſe 
ſeuerall miſchieues: and yet neyther the examples of other 
countries nor the miſeries of our on, are ſufficient to make 
vs to beware. Po 
O Engliſh men, worſe bewitched then the fooliſh Ga- 
lathians; our vnſtayed mindes and reſtleſſe reſolutions, doe 
nothing els. but hunt after our owne. harmes :. no people 
haue more hatred abroad, and henelefſe quiet at home: in 
other countries the {woord of inuaſion hath been ſhaken a. 
ginſt vs: in our one land, the fire of inſurrection hath bin 
kindled among vs;& what are theſe innouaſions, but ws 
ones 
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ſtones to ſharpen the one, and bellowes to blow vp the o- 
ther. | 
Certainely I feare that the ſame will happen vnto vs 
which Aeſope fableth to haue been fallen vnto the Frogges; 
who being deſirous to haue a King, abeame was gi- 
uen vnto them: the firſt fall whereof did put them in ſome 
feare, but when they ſaw it lye ſtill in the ſtteame, they in- 
ſulted thereon with great contempt, and deſited a king of 
quicker courage : then was ſent vnto thema Storłe, which 
flalking among them with ſtately Reps, continually deuou- 
red them. The mildneſſe of King Richard hath bred in vsthis 
ſcorne, interpreting it to be cowardiſe and dulnes of nature: 
the next heyre is likewiſe reiected: I will not ſay. that wyth 
greater courage we ſhall finde greater cruelty; but ifeyther 
of theſe ſhall heereafter be able to ſet yp theirſide,and bring 
the matter to tryal by armes, I doe aſſuredly ſay, that which 
— ſocuer ſhall carry the fortune of the field, the people 
oth wayes muſt goe to wracke. And thus haue I declared 
my minde concerning this queſtion, in more wordes then 
your wiſedom, yer fewer then the weight of the cauſe doth 
require : and doe boldly conclude, that wee haue neyther 
power nor policy, eyther to depoſe king Richard, or to clet 
Duke Hewrie in his place; that king Richard remaineth ſtill 
our Soueraigne Prince, and therefore it is not lawfull for vs. 
to giue iudgement 2 him; that the Duke whom you call 
king, hath more offended againſt the king and the realme, 
chen the king hath done, eyther againſt him or vs; for being 
baniſhed the realme for ten yeres by the king and his coun- 
faile (amongſt whom his owne Father. was chieſe) and 
ſworne nottoreturne againe without ſpeciall lycenſe: 
he hathnot onely violated his oath; but with impious armes 
diſturbed the quiet of the land, and diſpoſſeſſed the Kyng 
from bis royall eſtate, and now demaundeth judgement 2- 
gainſt his perſon, without offence proued, or defence heard: 
if this iniury, and this periury doth nothing moue *. 5 | 
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both our private and common dangers ſomyhat wichdraw 
vs from theſe violent proceedings. | 

This ſpeach was diuerſlie taken, as men were diuerſſy af. 
feed berweene feare, hope, and ſhame : yet the moſt parte 
did make ſhew for kin 1 „and thereypon the Biſhop 
was preſently attached by the Earle Marſhall, and'commir 
ted to priſon in the Abbey of S. Albones, Whoſe counſaile 
and conieQure then contemned, was afterwardes better 
thought ypon; partly in the life time of King Heurie, during 
who raigne, almoſt no yeare paſſed without great ſlaugh- 
ters and executions: but more eſpecially in the times ſuccee- 
ding, when within the ſpace of xxxyi. yeares, twelue ſet bat · 
tailes vpon this quarrell were fought within the realme by 
Engliſh men only : and more then foureſcore Princes of the 
royall bloud ſlaine one by another. 

Then itwas concluded, that king Richardſhould be kept 
in a large priſon, with all manner of Pcincely maintenance: 
and if any perſons ſhould conſpire, to reare warr for his de. 
liuerance, that he ſhould be che füt man who ſhould ſuffer 
death for that atte mpt. Then the Actes of the Parlament 
hol den at Weſtminſter, jn the zl. yeare of King Richard, were 
reviued ; and the Parlament houlden the xxi. yeare of king 
Richard was wholy repealed: and they who were . 
by that Parlament, were reſtored againe to their fame and 
honour, and to their landes without ſuing lyuetie, and to 
ſuch goods wherof the King was not aoſyyered; except the 
tents and iſſues yyhich had in teceiued out ofof their land 
in the meane time. Herevpon Richard Batle of Warvvicke 
vvas deliuered out of priſon, and the Earle of Arundelles 
ſonne recouered his inherſtance: many others alfo that vvete 
baniſhed or impriſoned by King Richard, vyere then ful- 
= reſtored agame, to their Countrie, libertie , ande- 
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It vvas further prouided, that lone of thoſe vyhich came 
in ayde of King Henri againſt King Richard; ſhould for 


that 
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that cauſe he impeached or troubled, Alſo the King gave 
to the Earle of Weftmerland the Countie of Richmond; 
& to the Earle of Northumberland he gaue the Ile of Man, 
to be houlden of him by the ſeruice of bearing the ſworde, 
where with he entred into England. Diuers other of his fol- 
lowers he aduaunceth to offices of higheſt place and charge, 
ſome vpon iudgement and for deſert, but moſt patt to win 
fauour, and pethappes proiecting a plot for friends, if times 
ſhould change: for in many actions men take more care 
to preuent teuenge, then to leade an innocent and harm- 
leſſe life. ä | b t 

It was further agreed, that the procurers ofthe death and 
mur cher of Thoma late Duke of Glouceſter, ſhould be ſear. 
ched out and ſeuerelie puniſhed, And judgement was giuen 
againſt the appellants of the Eatle of Wat wicke and the 
Earle of Arundel}, that the Dukes of Aumerle; Suſſex, and 
Exceter, the Morqueſſe of Dorſet, and the Earle of Glouce- 
ſter who were pteſent , ſhould looſe their degtee of honout 
for them and their heyres: that they ſhould likewiſe looſe all 
the Caſtles, Mannors, Lordſhippes, 8&c.then In their hands 
which ſometimes apperteined to thoſe whom they did ap- 
peale, and that all the letters patents & charrers which t 
had cõcerning the ſame, ſhould be ſurrendred into the Chi- 
cetie, and there be cancelled: that for all other their Caftles, 
Manuors, Lordſhips, poſſeſſions, and liberties,they ſhould be 
at the grace and mercie of the King : that they ſhould giue 
no liueries, nor keepe any tetinue of men, bur ueb 
officers as were meerelie neceffarie far their degree: that if 
any of them ſhould adhere to Richard the depoſed King, in 
giving him ayde or encouragement, againſt the indgement 
of his depoſition, then he ſhould incurte the paines sad for- 
feitures of high treaſon. And becauſe it was a clamotous 

mplaint amoug the common people, that mauy officers 
had committed greeuous extortions and wrongs, eyther by 
the o pen maintenance or ſecret corniuence of theſe 2 
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Firſt thoſe officers were remooued, and that corruption ta- 
ken away with integritie, which briberie had wrought, in 
placing(for money)men of bad qualitie, in high degrees of 
office and ſeruice : then proclamations were made, that if 
any man had been oppreſſed by theſe Lords, or by any of- 
ficers vnder them, be ſhould prooue his complaint, and re- 
ceiue recompence. It was made a queſtion whether it was 
not meete that theſe noble men ſhould be put to death: the 
importunity of the people, & the perſwaſion of many great 
men drew that way, but policie was againſt it, and eſpecial. 
ly the opinion of clemgncie , which ſeemed needfull to the 
ſetling of a new riſen ſtate. | 
In this parlament alſo the Lorde Fitæ water appealed the 
ſayd Duke of Aumerle, ſonne to the Duke of Yorke, vpon 
points of high treaſon: likewiſe the Lord Morley appealed * 
Jahn Montacute Earle of Saliſburie, and more then twentie 
other appeilants waged battaile; but the king purpoſing to 
lay the foundation of his realme by tauour and not by force, 
gaue pardon and reſtitution alike to all, vppon ſureties and 
band fer their alleageance:andina ſweet and moderate ora- 
tion he admoniſheth, and as it were intreated the one part, 
that ould griefes and grudges ſhould not be renued, but bu- 
ried together with the memoric of former times, wherein 
men were forced to doe many things againſt their mindes: 
the other part he deſired to be more regardfull of their acti⸗ 
ons afterward, & for the time paſt, rather to forget that euer 
they were in fault, then to remember that they were pardo- 
ned. No puniſhment was laide vppon any, ſaue onely the 
Earle of Saliſburie and the Lord Morley, who had beene in 
eſpeciall grace and favour with King Richard: theſe two 
were committed topriſon , but at the ſute of their friends 
they were ſoone releaſed: the reſt the King receiued freelye 
to fauour, but moſt eſpecially the Duke of Aumerle,andt 
Duke ef Exceſter, Lord Gouernour of Calice. The Duke of 
Aumerle was couſen germane to both the kings; Ieh 2 
| lan 
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land Puke of Exeter. was halfe brother to k ing Richard and 
brother in lae to King Hewriezwhole ſiſter, the Lady Eli- 
cabeth he had taken to wife. The greateſt matter that was 
enforced againſt them, was their loialtie vnto King Richard: = 
(a grievous xrime among robels) becauſe they. did not only 
Romacke and ſtorme at his deiection, but ſtirre alſo more 
then others, and aſſaye to raiſe forces on bis behalfe. The 
Dukes bouldly confeſſed the accuſation, that they were in- 
deed vnfortunately faithfultro King Richard; but as thoſe 
who once are falie, doe feldome afterwards prooue ſoundly 
firme, ſo they that haue ſhowed ihẽſelues true to one prince 
may the better be truſted by any other. The King did rather 
admit chis as a defence, then remit it as a fault: afſirming, 
that · ſuch examples were not to be mifliked of Princes: ſo 
entred with them into great termes of friendſhip? and pur 
them im place neereſt his perſon, endeauouring by courteſie 
and liberalitie, to make them faſt and faithfull vnto himꝛthis 
factwas diuerſly enterpreted, according to mens ſeueral diſ- 
pelitions, ſome admiring the kings moderation others diſ- 
liking and diſullowing hie conſidencepand indeed althougti 
theſe meanes haue to this purpoſe preusiled with ſome, yer 
the comon courſe mey mooue ys commonly to conit dure, 
that there is lietle aſſurance in reconciled enemies: whoſe 
affect ons (forthe moſt part) are like vnto Glaſſe; which 
boeing once cłached, can never bo made other wiſe then 
crazedand vnſoumm l EDS 200 V 
Furthermore, to qualiſie all preiudiee and. hard opinion 
which other princes might chaunce to conceiue, King Hen- 
rio diſpate hed Embaſſadours to divers countries neere vnto 
him, to male it knowne by what title; an by what fauour 
and deſire of ll the people heatreyhed the lingdome. To 
the court ef Rome hee ſent lobi Treuam Biſnop of Here- 
ford, Sir ſsbw Cheyney Knight, and Iohn Cheywey Eſquire: 
into N Walter Shirlowe Biſhop of Durham, 


and Lord Thomas Pearey, Earle of Worcefter : into * 
4 e 
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he ſent Teh» Treuer Biſhop of 8. Aſſaphes, and fir Faw 
Parre:and into Almaine he ſent the Biſhop of Bangor, and 
certaine other, Moſt of theſe Princes (as in a matter which 
little concerned eyther their honour or their harme)ſeemed 
eythet not to regarde what was doone, or eaſely to bee 
perſwaded that all was done well. But Chartes King of 
Fraunce, was ſo diſtempered at this diſhonourable dealing 
with his ſonne in lawe King Richard, that by violence of his 
paſſion, he fell into his oulde panges of phrenſie: and ac the 
laſt by helpe of Phiſicke returning to the ſobrietie of his 
ſences, he purpoſed to make ſharpe warre ypon that diſloy- 
all people (as he termed them) for this iniurie againſt their 
law full and harmleſſe Prince. Many noble men of Fraunce 
ſhewed themſelues verye forwarde to enter into the fer- 
uice, but eſpecially the Erle of Saint Paale, who had ma- 
ryed King Richards halfe Siſter, So letters of defiance wete 
ſent into England, and great preparation was made for the 
watre. | 
Likewiſe the newes of theſe nouelties much abaſhed 
the Aquitanes (whe: were at chat time vnderthe Engliſh 
ſubiection) and plunged their thoughts in great perplexi- 
ties. Some were grieued at the infamous blemiſh of che 
Engliſh nation, who had deſteyned their honour with the 
- ſport of ſuch diſloyall dealing: others feared the ſpoyle of 
their goods, and oppreſſion of theit liberties by the French- 
men; againtt whoſe violence they ſuſpected that the tealme 
of England, beeing diſtracted into eiuill factions, eyther 
would not attend, or ſhould not be able to beare them out: 
but the Citizens of Burdeaux were chiefely anguiſhed in 
reſpect of King Richard, partlie ftetting at his iniurie, and 
partlie lamenting his intortunitie ; becauſe hee was borne 
and brought vppe within tbrie Cirtie, And thus in the 


violence, ſome-oftheir anger, ſome of their griefe , and 
— of their feare, in his ſort they did generally com- 
plaine. 16V un vn eh.. 


. O good | 


N. Henrie the fourth. 115 
O good God (ſayd they) where is the world become? —- 
ſaintes are turned to Serpents,and Doues into diuels, The 
Engliſh nation which hath been accompted fierce onely a- 
gainſt their foes, and alwayes faithfull to their friends; ate 
now become both fierce and faithleſſe againſt their lawfull < 
and louing Prince, nnd haue moſt barbarouſlie betrayed + 
him. Who would euer haue thought that Chriſtians, that < 
ciuill people, that any men, would thus haue violated all re- 
ligion, all lawes, and all heneſt and orderlie demeanureꝰ 
And although the heauens bluſh at the view, and the earth 
ſwear at the burthen of fo vile a villanie, and all men pro- 
claime and exclaime ypon ſhame and confuſion againſt \ 
them: yet they neither feele the hortour, nor ſhrinke at the < 
ſhame, nor feare the reuenge; but ſtand vpon tearmes, ſome x 
of defence for the la wfulneſſe of their dealing, and ſome of < 
excuſe ſor the neceſſitie. Well; let them be able to blinde 
the worlde, and to reſiſt mans reuenge; yet ſhall they neuer 
be able to eſcape eyther the fight or vengeance of Almigh- 
tie God; which we daily expect, and eatueſtly deſire to be 
powred-ypon them. Alas good King: Richard, thy nature 
was too gentle, and thy gouern:mear too milde for ſo ſiffe . 
and ſtubborne a people: what King wil euer repoſe auy truſt + 
in ſuch vnnacurall ſubiectes, but fetter them with Lawes + 
as theeues are with Irons? What 4 can \ 
recouer their credite? What time wyll bee ſufficient ro. 
blotte out this blemiſh?. What other action could they 
haue doone, more io yfull to their enemyes, more woe- 
full to their friendes, and more ſhamefull to themſclues? < 
Oh corruption of time:? Oh conditions of men. :: 
The Frenchmen were nothing diſcontented at this dif. 
contentment of the Aquitanes; ſuppoſing that oppor- 
eunitie was then offred, to get into their poſſeſſion the 
Dutchie of Guian , if either power or pollicie were theres 
to applyed. Hereupon Lewes 4 Burbon came downe 
| „ Mi technng ' bur woe B@ 
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to Angiers, who from therice ſent many meſſengers to the 
chiefe cities of Guian, and by faire ſpeeches and large pro- 
mies, folicited the people to change alleageance : on the 
conttarie fide, fir Nobert Knowles Lieutenant of Guran; ende- 
uoured with all diligence to repreflerhe marinous;" 10 flay 
the doubtfull, to conſume the good, and rorreteirre all in ors 
der and obediences but heprofrted very litile, whether by 
the weakeneffe of his owne arme, or ſtiffenecke of the pes. 
pte it is not certainely aſſured. Neither did the Duke of ur- 
bose much preuaile, when it was conſidered, how ponde- 
rous the-yoake of Fraunce was aboue the Enplith ſubiecti- 
onꝛſot all men were wel acquainted with what tributes and 
raxations the Frenchmen were charged, hauing in euerye 
countrie Lĩeutenants and Treaſurours aſſigned, the one to 
drawe the blond, the other the ſubſtauce of che flauiſh ſub. 
iects, whoſe crueltie md couetouſneſſe laide holde without 
exception vppon all, che one tormenting by force, and the 
other vndooin 6 by lawe. Thus ftood the Aquitanes vppon 
tickle tearmes berweene obedience and reuolt, as a ſhippe 
which the winde driverh one way, and theride another:do- 
firoas they were to diſpleaſe the Eogliſn, but loath ro en- 
danger and vndoe themſelues. 

Vppon aduertiſement whereof, King Henyie ſent into 
Guian the Lord Thomas Percie Earle of Worceſter , whom 
he knew to bee fairhfull yrie@ him, and expert in matters 
of charge, hauing it his 'companie a firong and ſeraice- 
able band of Souldiers : who'not by vnſeaſonable expro- 
bating their fault, bur by resſon convincing it, partlye 
with his wiſdome and credite fo perſwaded, and partlye 
with ks authleritie end forces fo tertiſiec the wavering 
people; that be Wane them to his opinion, and confirmed 
chern in their alleagearice ; the grauer ſorte with reſpect of 
datie and faith, the reſt with tegarde and feare of daun- 
ger. Then he receiued oathes of obedience vnto King 
Henrye, and planted Ecrtaine ſtrong garriſons in places of 

| chiefe 
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_ ehlefe import, wirfiout thoſeftarion ifthey remained quiet; 
and yet of farce to tepteſſe them if they Mould rebell. This 
done, he returned againe into England, where hee ſhewed 
an excellent example of moderation, is ſeeming rather 
to haue found then to haue made the Aquiranes dutifull 
ſubiectes. | r D 30603 194 4 f? 

No ſooner could this ftir be ſtinted, but another more 
daungerous and deſparate did feorthwich arife: for dinerfe 
noble men who eyther had diſſembled, or did repent the 
furtherance that they vſed to the aduauncement of King 
Hewrie did confpire together to compaſſe his deſtruction: 
the hy ſtorles of that time doe vary, concerning the cauſes of 
this conſpiracy; whether it were for fauour to King Richard, 
as the nature of man is inclinableto beholde ſodaine miſ- 
fortune with a pittifull eye; or for enuy to King Henrie, aa 
commonly we can endure exceſſiue fottune; no where ſo< 
little as in thofe that haue beene in equall degree with our 
ſelues: or whether ypon diſhonours receiued in the late 
Parlament, or vpon diſdaine to ſee others goe before them 

in the Princes favour, many ſought to revenge theyr vniuſt 
anger with lewde diſloyaltie: likewiſe it is nor aſſuredly 
knowne by what meanes the workers thereof weredrawne 
together, and the ſecret deviſes of ſome imparted to the 
relt : wherher one of them did perſwade another to enter 
into the action, of whether all were induced by the fame 
vnconſtant diſpoſitiun and light seceunt of fa t which 
being orice falſed ro King Richard, was afterwendes vp- 
pon euery light diſcontentment, lyttle reſpetted to any: 
but concerning theſe matters, the moſt current report is 
this. | aden £21 bas if. 11e 
There was at that time an Abboref Weftminſer:;: one 
that applyed his ſtudies}, not as the moſt part, to cloake 
idleneſſe and ſlouth ynder the glorious tytle of religion, but 
to enable himſelfe for counſaile and direction in publique 
affayres ; who for the genetall opinion of his wiſedome 
: Q 3 and 
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and integritie,was in good fauour and credit with King Ri- 
- chard, and did accompany him in his laſt voyage into Ire- 
land. | | | 

This Abbot called to his remembrance, a ſpeach which 


hee heard once fall from King Henrie, when hee was but 


Earle of Derbie, and not yet come to any great ſtayedneſſe, 
eyther in yeares ot iudgement; that Princes had too little, 
and religious men too much. 

At that time the riches of the church were 22 ſo 
great, that mavy began to looke vpon them with an enui- 
ous eye; but leaſt eouetouſneſſe ſhould ſhe w it ſelfe with 
open face, policie was pretended, and the exceſſe thought 
daungerous, both to the King and alſo to the 5 8 ve- 
rie like to cauſe want to the one, and wantonneſſe in the 
other. 

Heereypon many billes had beene put vppe in the par- 
laments houlden in the reigue of King Richard, that proui- 
ſion might be made to repreſſe the increaſe of religious poſ- 
ſeſſions: namely, that inquiſition and redreſſe might be had 
againſt ſuch religious perſons, as vader the licence to pur- 
chaſe ten pounds yearlic, did purchaſe foureſcore, or a hun- 

dred pounds: and alſo againſt ſuch religious perſons as cau- 
ſed their villaines to take to their wiues fee women inheri- 
table, whereby the landes came to tl religious mens 
hands: yea it was mooued in open Parlament , that the 
king ſhould ſeaze into his hands, all the temporoll liuings 
of religious houſes, as becing rather a burthen then a be- 
nefite vnto religion. : 

Vppon theſe. and the like petitions , the Archbiſhop of 
Canterburie, and the Archbiſhop of Yorke, for themſelues 
and the Cleargie of their Prouinces, were oftentimes com- 
pelled to make their ſolemne proteſtations in open Par- 
lament, that if any thing were attempted in reſtraint of 
the libertie of the Church, they would in no wiſe aſſent 
but vtterlie withſtand the ſame; the which their protefta- 
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tions they required to be enrouled. | 

So 9 loue to King Richard, and partly vppon 
feare, leaſt King Henry would bee as ready to inuade, 
as hee was to enueigh againſt the richeſſe of religious 
houſes: this Abbet was the firſt man that blewe the coales, 
and put fewell to the fire of this confederacy. And firft 
hee obferued a farre off, then hee ſearched more neere- 
ly and narrowly (and yet warely too) howe the myndes 
of certaine Noble men were affected, or rather infected 
agaynſt King Henry; tempering his ſpeeches in ſuch ſorte, 
that if matters ſorted to his minde, hee myght take them 
vpon him, if his courſes were etoſſed, hee myght cleerely 
diſclayme them: at laſt hee inuited to his houſe vppon a 
daye, in Michaelmas teime, thoſc whome; hee had 
ſounded to bee moſte ſounde for his purpoſe: the chieſe 
of whome were ſuch as in the Parlament before had 
in ſome ſorte beene touched in reputation, although 
by pardon and reconcilement the harme did ſeeme to 
bee cloſed vp : theyr names were Jahn Holland Duke of 
Exceter, of whome mention hath beene made before, 
Thrmas Holland his brothers Sonne, Duke of Surrey , Ed- 
ward Duke of Armele, John Montacnte Earle of Salisbury, 
Hugh Spencer Earle of Gloceſicr , [obn Biſhoppe of Cacr- 
liele, Sir Thomas Blunt, and AMagdalkn one of King Rich- 
ard; Chappell, who in all pointes both of feature and fa- 
uour; ſo neerely re ſembled King Richard, that the Lordes 
diſſembled afterwardes that hee was King Richard in- 
deede. ; | 1 
-' Theſe and ſome others were highly feafted by the Ab- 
bot: and after dinner they withdrewe! themſelues „ into 
a ſecret Chamber to counſaile: heere, the Duke of Exce- 
ter, who was moſte hotly bent eyther to reſtore, ox to 
reuenge the. cauſe ot his depoſed brother, declared vnto 
the reſt, the alles geapce that they bad ſworne vnto King 


Richard; the honours and preferments Whereunto they 
were 


were by him aduanced: that therefoxe they were houade 
both in conſcience by the one, and is kindaede by the o- 
ther, to take his part againſt all men: that King Heuriegon-· 
trary to both, had diſpoyled him of his ray all dignizie;ang 
vuiuſtly poſſeſſed himſelſe thereof, hileſt they ſtoodloo 
king on, and ſhewed ney ther the dbedience of ſubiectes, 
nor loue of friendes, as though they were men who kne we 
to doe any thing, better then to defend, aud if neede were 
ro dye for their lawful Prince and loving patron: that King 
Henrie by violent inuading, or fraudulent inſinuating him- 
ſelfe, into the Kingdome of his naturall and leige Prince, 
was but a tyrant, and vſurper, and ſuch a one as it was law- 
full for any man, by any meanes to throw downe, without 
reſpect whether he were a good man or euill, for it is law. 
full for no man, vpon pretence and ſhe we of goodneſſe to 
draw ſoueraignty vnto himſelfe: that the lawes and ex- 
amples of belt gouerned common wealths , did not onely 
permit this action but highly honoured it with ſtatues and 
garlandes, and tytles of nobility, and alſo re warded ig with 
all the wealth of the ſuppreſſed tyrant: that this enterptitæ 
would be very profitable,and almoſt neceſſarie to the eam · 
mon wealth, by extinguiſhing thoſe warres which the Scots 
menaced, the Frenchmen prepared, and the Welſhmen had 
already begun-ypon this. occaſion and quarrell: that hee did 
not diſtruſt but it might be accompliſhed by open armes, 
bur he thought it more ſure for them, and for the common 
wealth more ſafe, to put firſt in prooſe ſome ſecret policie: 
and to that purpoſe he deuiſed, that a ſolemne luſtes ſhould 
be challenged, to be kept at Oxforde, in Chriſtmaſſe holy- 
dayes, bet weene him and twentie on his part, and the Earle 
of Salisborie and twentie on his part, to which king Henri: 
ſhould be inuited: and when he was molt intentiue inregar- 
e er militarĩe diſport, he ſhould ſodainly be ſurprized 
by men, which without ſuſpition might ar that time hee af. 
ſcmbled, both for number and pteparation ſufficient ſot the 
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exployt, and.chereby King :Richaydpreſearly be reſtored, 
both to his liberty, and to his ſtat e 
This deuiſe was no ſooner vttered, then allowed and ap- 
plauded of the reſt of the confederates: and ſo reſoluing 
ypon the encerprize, they tooke an oath vpon the Euange · 
liſtes, the one to bee true and ſecret to the other, euen to 
the houre and point of death: the Lords ulſo made an In- 
denture ſextipartite wherein they bound themſelues, to doe 
their beſt aſſay, for the death of the one king and deliue- 
rance of the other: this they ſealed and ſubſeribed, and deli - 
uered to cutry Lord a counter - pane of the lame: and further 
they concluded what forces ſhould be gathefed, by whom, 
howe they ſhould be vrdred and placed, and to whofe truſt 
the execution ſhould be committed. [uy 

When all thiages were thus contrived, and theyr hun- 
gry ambitious mindes were wellfilled with the vaine winds 
of hope and deſite: the Duke of Excerer came to the King 
at Windſore, and deſired him for the loue that hee bare to 
the noble feates of Cheualry , that hee would youchſafe to 
honour with his preſence the martiall exerciſe, that was ap- 

ointed betweene him and the Earle of Saliſbury, and to 
be the iudge of their performances if any controuerlie „ 
ſhould ariſme.. 5 | $64 
Tpbe king ſuppoſing that code intended indeed, which 
was pretended in ſhew , eaſily yerlded to kis requeſt. Tbe 
Duke ſuppoſing gras FRA now halfe performed , _ 7 
ted to his houſe, ſs did the other confederates: hete 
they buſily beſtirted themſtlues, in rayſiag ten, and 175 
paring horſe and armour for the-accompliſhinear of thy's 
acte. 

When the Dutebeſſe of Exteter, king Hewries Siſter, 
perceiued the drift of the deuiſe, and ſaw that the Duke was 
vppon his iourney: las god Lady howe was ſhee diftrac-. 
ted in minde, with a ſharpe conflicte of her conceipres? 
ro ; one 
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one waye ſhe was moeued with nature towardes her bros 
ther; another waye ſhee was more ſtrongly fired}, with 
loue towards her Lord and husband; and both wayes ſhee 
was deuided in dutie. And what ( ſayd ſhee ) is this loue 
then againſt nature? or aboucir? ſhall I bee vndutifull to 
my Prince? or is no dutie comparable to the dutie of a 
wife? heigh ho: in what perplexities ( wretched woman) 
am I plunged, to ſee my two deereſt friends in this caſe of 
extremitle, that (it is daybefull which but) certaialie one 
muſt be ruined by the other. Heerewith ſuch a ſhower of 
reares ſtreamed downe her. cheekes , that. it drowned her 
ſpeech;and ſtopped the paſſage of further complaint: which 
when the Duke eſpyed, hee ſtepped vnto her, and ſeazing 
ſofdlie yppon her hand, vſed theſe words. What Beſſe? is 
it kindneſſe to me or kindred to yout brother that thus hath 
ſer your eyes on floate? Content your ſelfe women, for 
- .wharſocuer the euent ſhall be, it cannot be euill to you, nor 


worſe to me then now it is. For ifmy purpoſe prevaile; and 


my brother bee reftored againe to his crowne, both of ys 
ſhall be ſure neuer to decline: if it bee prevented, and your 
brother continue ſtill in his eftate, no harme ſhall be doone 
vnto you, and I ſhall be then ſure of that deſtruction which 
I doe now continually dread: the feare whereof in expec- 
ting, is a greater torment then the paine in ſuffering, 
When hee had thus ſaide, hee kiſſed her, and ſo leaving 
her to the torture of a thouſaud thornie thoughts, he tooke 
his iorney towards Oxforde, with a great company both of 
Archers and Horſemen, There he found all the reſt of his 
complices, well armed and banded, except onely the Duke 
of Aumerle, | | Fo! 
The King alſo hearing that both the Challengers and 
defendants were in a readinefle , determined the daye fol- 
_ lowing to ride co Oxforde, according to his promiſe and 
appointment. 16> . Lune 
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. Now the confede rates much maruailed at the ſtay of the 
Duke of Aumerle, ſome onely blamed his ſlackneſſe, others 
began to ſuſpect it, euery man coniectured as he was diuerſ. 
ly eded betweene confidence and feare: and in this con- 
fuſion of opinions, they ſent vnto him in poſte, to know the 
cettaine truth. Before the meſſenger came to the Duke, hee 
was departed from Weſtminſter towards Oxford, not the 
direct way, but went firſt to ſee his Father theDuke of York, 
and carried with him his counterpane of the. Indenture of 
confederacy. As they ſate at dinner, the Father eſpiedir in 
his boſome, and demaunded hat it was ? the Sonne him 
bly craued pardon, and ſaid that it nothing touched him, by 
S. George (quoth the Father) but I will ſee it: and ſo whe- 
ther ypon a precedent ĩealoſie, or ſome preſent cauſe of ſuſ- 
pition, he tookeit away from him by force. When he perceis; 
ved the contents, he ſodaincly aroſe from the table, & with, 
great fierceneſſe both of countenance and ſpeech,yttered to: 
his Sonne theſe wordes., - 70 1 
I ſee traytor, that idleneſſe hath made thes ſo anton 
and mutinous that thou playeſt with thy faith, as children 
doe with ſtickes: thou haſt been once already faichleſſe to 
King Richard, & now again art falſe to King Henry, ſo that 
like the fiſh Sepia, thou troubleſt all the waters wherin thou 
liueſt. Thou knoweſt that in open Parlamenr..I became 
ſuretie and pledge for thy alleageance, both in bodye and 
oods :.and can neither thy dutie, nor my deſert refireine- 
thee, from ſeeking my defiruRion?. ip faith, but I will ra- 
ther helpe forward thine. With that hee commaunded 
his Horſes to bee made readie, and. preſentlye tooke 
his jorneye towardes Windſore, Where the King then 
laye. % „ dig won e ib ved ige 
The Duke of Aumerle had no time eyther to couſulte 
with his friends, or to conſider with himſelſe what was 
beſt to bee doone: but taking * vppon the 1 
. 2 
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he mounted likewiſe on horſebacke, and poſted towardes 
Windſore another way. It was no neede to force him for- 
warde, his youthfull bloud , and his ſodaine daunger were 
in fleed of two winges, to keepe his horſe in Pegeſta pace: 
ſo that he came to Windſore, & was aliphred'#t'the Caſtell, - 
before his ſtiffe aged Father could come neere. Then hee 
*  entred the gates, and cauſed them to be furely locked, and 
tooke the Keyes into his one hands, pretending ſome ſe. 
ctet eauſe for which hewoulddeliver them vnto the King. 
When he came in preſenee, hee leneeled done and hum- 
blie craued of che King mercie and forgiuebeſſe. The king 
demaunded for what offence? Then ith a confuſed voice, 
and ſad countenance, caſting downe his eyes as alto gether 
abaſhedꝭ partly with ſeare of his daunger , and partly with 
ſhame of his diſeredit; he declared vnto the King all the 
mamer of the conſpiraeie. Ibe King ſeemed neither raſh- 
lie to beleeue, nor negligenilie to diſtruſt thi Dukes reports 
neyther ſtood it with pollicie to enterteine the diſconerie 
with any hate and violent vſaget*therefote with gracious 
ſpeeches he comſottd the Duke, and if this bee true, ſayd 
he, wepardoy your if irdefeined; at your extreamepertill 
e it. NET F TIES fee 
By this time the Duke of Yorke was rapping at the Ca- 
ſtle gates, and being admitred to the Kings prefence, he de- 
liuered to him the endenture of confedetacie; which hee 
had taken from his ſonne. When the King hadreddet, 
and was theteby perſwaded ofthe truerh of 905 mütter, he 
was not a little diſquieted in minde,complaining of the vn- 
conſtant diſpoſition of thoſe men, whom neyther erueltie 


(he ſaid) could make fitme to King Rirburu, nor clemencie 


to him: but yppon diſlike of euery prefent gouernment, they 
were de ſitdus of any change. So being poſlelled with dee- 
per thoughts then to gaze vppon games, he layde his ior- 
ney aſide, and determined to atend at Windſor,whar courſe 


* 


* 


KR Henrte the fourth; 255 
his enemies would take, and Which wa yethey-wobld fer 
forward:knowing right well chatin'ciu}]} We an ddui- 
ſed parience, and opportunitie well taken . the only Wes⸗ 
pons of adusntage; and the- it 19's pech int oe wite 
dome, ts mak — the meane 
time he dire ed bis letters to the Bale of Northumberland 
his high Conſtable, and to the eatle Cumberland his high 
Marſhalf; and to others his moſt uffuced triends concerning 
th-ſe ſoit and vnenpected aceident, . 

The conf6derares all” this ripe herding poihin of the 
Diſke df Avette, and ſceing nd prepat on for the King 
comming, were out of doubvrhiat rheyytdſorrwas betrai- 
ed; Add now confiderin gthir onc@beſ6reth bad beeng 
patdaned, the guilt ofeistheirrebellion , exclided 
frond hope bffutther marties He Not che b 
deſperite, and ſoteſoled'ro/ proſecute} 
wherein their pritie Peaches n fe 
partelled Magdalen (amin'verie likets K way + 
inſtstüte ud Conntentice/ add of yet nt frre 
1 pfadely wii ire} an gave —— Anz 8 
ber, Tera Þy-Fatont e 
pers; he wiveſeafed vᷣut of 4 
ayde'of ng een Th they Lets ail 

atehe meſſen ende e 
beben ad aſſßif H on ide ben kawe, if 

ud eq. 1124)? 1h 200. e =, NWA 

oY Scene eee weſt chene 
able, and on the ſedaine at. #rhey were be- 
fore exceſſively etuklp; rut Wee enlar 
went of King eh, eee tn cid eaſely be 
eeub ici whieWVithag) . cit; „ pei Reroite men 
of no detpe ſeureb the dee Trlene ſndſt Aronge 
lie — nerd /av6d {6 eyther pon ipHotance oftrurh; 

or x delightinirondle, rr fon — in great troops 
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to the Lords: defiring nothing mote then to be the meanes 
whereby King Richard ſhould be reſtored, as ina manner te- 
ſuming their firſt affections and humor: towards lum. Then 
the lords of this aſſociation with great fotee, hut ich gros- 
ter fame, as the manner is of mattets unn aduanced 
forward in battsjle arrays towards Windſort, again} King, 
Hewris,as againſt an enemie of the common fiate;having in 
theyr company. abous ſonie thouſand armed mea. Ihe 
King vpon intelligencg gfcheyꝝ aproache,, ſecrexſpe with a 
few horſe,the next Sunday night afterNewyetes day,depar- 
ted * Windlſors to che Tower af London, end the Ame 
night before it was daye, the confederates came to the Ca- 
Ale of Windſore: where miſſing their expected praye, they 
food doubtfull and deuidedin opinions, which waye to. 
bend their couſe, Same aduiſęd them; wirh all ſpeede to 
| follo bing fo Londenund not to lesue him any leave. 
and libertję, ro nite an arme againſt them: char Winter. 

was ler us in idleand e * in cjuill 
iſcentiags nothing is more ſafe then ſpecde, and greater 

— 4 wayes 3 then Aeg 

— thatwhileſt ſome mere in ſeaxe, ſome in doubt, end ſome ig- 
notant, thę Gtie, yea the realme might eafilye be poſſeſſed: 
and that many armies whoſe futie at the ficft ruſh could ot 
be refilled by delaes did eare ont, and walte ro nothing | 
Others who. wauld ſreme roy conſidergte and wile , hut 
in verye deede were noe better then daftardes, perſwa- 
ded ratber to ſet King, Richard firk ax libeitie, for ifrheir 
counterfeiting ſhould bee diſcouered before they poſſeed 
themſelues of bjs.perſon,, the. people yndoubtedly would 
fall from them to the certaine confuſion of them all. Here, 
fon they gaue oper the ꝑpurſuite, and retired to Cole- 
brooke , and there e time of dooing, in de- 


liberating, beeing ney her couragiouſlye quicke, not con- 
fiderately ſtayed, but faintlie and feareſullyę en 
„ backe: 


[ 
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backe : and whew they once begenne 0 relene;- they de- 


creaſed euerye daye more and mose hoch in power and in 
h * be OEM ATARI. io bye OG) BUT, "MOLE 
"King Henrie the pms one hee was come to 
the Tower, ſent to the Maiorof the Citie to put Souldi- 
ours in armes for hit aſſiſtance, who preſentlyt preſea- 
ted vnto him three thouſand Archers, and three thouſand 
bill men; befides' choſe that were appointed for defence 
of the Citie. The King ſpent vpon him many goad ſpee- 
ches; and liberally loaded him with promiſes and thanks; 
and ſoone after he iſſued out of London, with twenty thou- 
ſand tall men; end came to Hounſlewe Heath a Abiding 
there, and a8 it were daring his enemyes to ioyne iſſus 
im the field : contemming theyr diſorderlye multitude, as a 
vaine terrour of names without forces. But the conſe- 
derates eyther for feare ofthe Kings power, ot for diſtruſt 
of theyr owne;:or elſe lingring; perhappes, after ſome ſue- 
cour' out of Fraunce, refuſed che encounter; and doubt- 
full ris whether they ſhewed: greater courage in ſetting 
the danger, ox cowardiſe in decliniug it when it was pre- 
ſented vnto then. 
So they departed from Colebrooke to Sunnings, a place 


neert Redding, where Queene!:#ſabef King Richards 


wiſe did then abyde: to: whom vppDn the plaine trueth 
before declared, fame had falſlye leſcanted, that King 
ichard was eſcaped out of priſon; and did lye at Pome 
fret with 2 hundred thouſand armed men; and that King 
Henrie for feate of: him, was fledde with his children 
and friendes to the Tower of Londen. All which was 
E 2 as it Was Yainlye toulde: where. 
vppon thee defaced King Henri armes, and plucked 


away his coguiſance from thoſe his ſetuants that attended 

vppon her; and having in ſome ſorte ſatiſſied her wo- 

manhiſh anger; with this harmeleſſe ſpight , ſhee 5 5 
n *. ä 8 ords 
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Lerdes departed togeaberſitſt ta Wollingfarde , and ſrom 
thence to Abington, Giming the people by che way to ʒake 
armour, and to riſe in ayde of King Richard, who was (ſaide 
they) and is, andiſheuld be their Princes; '; iti yl; 2015 
At the laſt they came tu Chicheſtex, and there the Lordes 
tooke cheyr lodgin ge, the Duke of Surrey and the Earle of 
Salisbuticin one Inne; dhe Duke of Rxceter and the Eagle 
of Glouceſter in another; and all the haaſt eneamped in rhe 
fields. But the Bayliffe of the towne, ſuſpecting all chis 
countenance to be but the vaine flaſhe of 4 falſe fite, did in 
the night wich about foure ſcore Archers, heſet and ſerypon 
the houſe here the Duke bf Surrey ard chę Earle of Saliſ- 
butic laye: che were men but of weake veſiſ ance by ua · 
ture but being put vpon neceſſitie, ſhewed great manhogd 
and petſiſtance in defending themſelues againſt the townſ- 
men. The Duke of Exceter and the Earle of Glouceſter be. 
ing in another ute were not able byi force to reſcue their 
aſſaciates; Where vpon a certaine Prieſt oftheir companye 
ſet ciuers houſes in the co wie on five, ſuppoſing thereby to 
diuert the towinſmen from their aſſault, to the ſaving of their 
houſes and of their goods: but this fire greatly inflamed 
their furie, and made them more obſtiaate in theit attempt; 
ctying out that they wN uld neuer labour to reſcue their loſ- 
ſes ban to rruenge them ; and that with the bloud ofthe 
Lords, whoſe flames ſhouſd be quenched. Then there aroſe 
confuſed clameurs and neyſes,all the cowne being in an vp- 
roare and in atmes, ſhooting fiercelie and running vpon the 
Lords with a raſhe and deſperate rage; not cating co looſe 
many whetof they had mahy to ſpare. M11. 03 che bo 
When the Earle of Erceter andæhey that viere with hin 
perceiued the force of the aſſaylants daungerouſſie to en- 
creaſe , and that it was impoſſible for a few to ſuſteine the 
furie of ſo many ſo obſtinately bent: they fledde out of the 
backefide toward: the came, ending to bring the whole 


armie 
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army to the reſcue: but the ſoldiers hauing heard a tumult 

and ſeeing fire within the tone, ſuppoſed that the King 
was entred with all his puiſance: whereupon being ſtrooke 
with a ſodaine and falſe feare, and wanting a commaunder 
of courage to confirme them, they ran away, and diſpeat- 
ſed themſelues without meaſure; and ſo whileſt euery man 
endeuoured to ſaue himſelfe, all were brought to their con- 
fuſion, „ 

Thus the Duke of Surrey, and the Earle of Salisbury, and 
the Lords, & Gentlemen which were in their company, 
were left to defend themſelues againſt the rownſemen as 
they could; who manfullye maintained the fight with great 

bloudſhed of theyr enemies, from midnight vntill three of 
the clocke the next day in the after noone: at the laſt, being 
inferiour both in number and fortune, the Duke and the 
Eatle were wounded to death and taken, and the ſame eue. 
ning theyr heades were ſtricken off and ſent to London: 
rhere were alſo taken Sir Bennet Shelley, Sir Barnard Broß u, 
Sir Shomras Blunt, and 28. other Lordes, Knights and Gen- 
tlemen, who were ſent to Oxford, where the King then lay, 
and there were put to execution. ' 
The Duke of Exceter when he found the army diſperſed 
and fled, fled likewiſe with Sir John Shelley into Eſſex, la- 
menting the certaine. deſtruction which his raſhneſſe had 
precured to himſelfe, and to his friends, but moſte eſpecial- 
ly to King Richard;ifnor as a party, yet as a cauſe of this vn- 
happy tumult; many times he did attempt to haue eſcaped 
by ſea into Fraunce, but he was alwayes driven backe by 
diſtreſſe of weather; and ſo wandring and lurking in ſecret 
places, hee was at the laſt attached as hee ſat at ſupper 
ina certaine friendes houſe, and led to Plaſhy, and there 
ſhortly after beheaded: ſo that a man might probably,con- ' 
iecture that the death of the Duke of Gloceſter was then 
brought in reckoning, who by his counſell and contry- 
. 36 ” ES; uance 
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- vance chiefly, in the ſame place had been apprehended. An 
= excellent example for all thoſe which meaſure their AQi- 
- ens eyther by their pleaſure, or by their power: that re- 
- uenge of iniurous dealing, although it be prolonged , yer 
doth neuer faile, but commeth ſurely although perhappes, 
- flowly. This duke was a man of high parentage, of a franke 
minde, and wealthanſwerable thereunto: openly pm 
worthy ,but his ſecret actions were hardly ſpoken of:he was 
of conſent to all his brothers vices, and of counſaile to ma- 
ny, yet ſomewhat the more cloſe and vigilant man: and 
not ſo much partaker of his proſperity, as violently carried 
wich the current of his miſety. Þ 
The Earle ofGlouceſter fled towardes Wales, but was 
forelayed and taken, and beheaded at Briſtow : Magdalene 
the couuterfeite of King Richard; flying into Scotland, was 
apprehended and brought tothe Tower, and afterward han- 
ged and quartered, with *. Ferby another of King Richard. 
Chapleines. Diuerſe other Lordes and Knights and Gen- 
tlemen, and a great number of meane and baſe perſons, . 
were in other places put to death; inſomuch as the King 
though otherwiſe of a very temperate and intreatable na- 
ture, ſeemed to ſhew too bard and haughty dealing in re- 
uenging his owne injury, or rather maintaining the injury 
that he had done: the heads of the chiefe conſpirators, were 
pitched ypon poles , and ſet ouer London Bridge: in all o- 
ther partes of the realme a ſpectacle both lamentable and 
vgly was preſented to the view and terrour of others: bo- 
dies hewen in peeces, heads and quarters of ynfortunare dif. 
mẽbred wretches putrifiing aboue ground: not al for deſert, 
but masy to ſatiſfy either the malice, or want of King Hew- 
ries ſriends; inſomuch as many graue men openly gave forth, 
that in ſhort time there would becauſe to wiſh King Richard 
again, as being more tollerable to endure the cruelty ofone, 
then of many, and to liue where nothing, then here any 
| thing 
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- thing might bepermitted. 

The Abbot of Weſtminſter in whoſe houſe and in whoſe 
head this confederacy began, hearing of theſe aduentures, 
as he was going betweene his monaſtery and his manſion, 
fell ſodainly into a palſie, and ſhortly after without ſpeech 
ended his life; and although in this enterprize fortune gaue 
policy the check, and by a ſtrange accedent which wiſdome 
could not foreſee, ouerturned the deuiſe, yet is it certainely 
affirmed that this Abbot firſt ſtirred the ſtone, which row- 
ling a long, was like to haue turned king Heuris out of his 
ſeate. The biſhop of Caerliel, was condemned vpon this tre- 
ſon, but the extreamity of his feare, and griefe,cloſed vp his — 
daies, and preuented the violence and ſhame of publicke e- 
ecution. And now king Richard after he had abdicated his 
dignity, did but ſhort time enioy that ſweet ſecurity, which 

he did vainly expect, and firſt all his goods which hee did 
giue in ſatiſfaction of the injuries that hee had done, were 
brought to diviſion and ſhare amongſt his enemies: ſhort- 
ly after he was remooued from the Tower, to the Caſtle of 
Leedes in Kent, and from thence to Pomfret, to the ende 
that by often changing hee might eyther more ſecretly bee 
diſpatched , or more vncertainly found: heere being kept 
in ſtreight priſon, both innocent & ignorant of this offence, 
he was notwithſtãding made a party in the puniſhment. For 
King Henry perceiving that the Lords ſo far prevailed with 
their late ſtratageme, that iftheir ſtomacke had bin anſwe- 
rable to their firength,& their bold beginning had not end- 
ed in faintnes and ſloath, they might haue driuen him to a 
hard hazard;cauſed King Richard to be put to death: inten- 
ding to make ſure, that no man ſhould cloake open rebelli- 
on, vnder the colour of following ſides, nor countenance his 
cõſpiracy, either with theperſon or name ofK. Ricbard: whe- 
ther hee did expreſſely commaund his death, or no, it is a 
queſtion; out of queſtion he 2 ſome liking and deſire 

2 t@ * 
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tothe action, and gaue allowance thereto when it was 
doone. 


The moſt current report at that time went, that hee was 


princely ſetued euery day at the Table, with aboundance of 
coſtlie meates, according to the order preſcribed by Parla- 


ment, but was not ſuffered to taſt or touche any one of them: 
and ſo periſhed of famine; being tormented with the pre- 
ſence of that, whereof he dyed for want, but ſuch horrible 
and ynnaturall crueltie, both againſt a King and a kinſeman, 
ſhould not proceed from King Heurie (me thinke) a man of 
a moderate and milde diſpoſition, nor yet from any other 
minde which is not altogether both ſauage in humanitie, 
and in religion prophane. One wrighter who would ſeeme 


to haue the perfect intelligence of theſe affayres,maketh res 


port, that King Heurie fitting at his table, ſad and penſiue, 
with a deepe ſigh brake foorth into theſe wordes : Haue I 
no faithfull friend that wil deliver me of him, whoſe life wil 
breed deſtiuction to me and diſturbance to the realme, and 
whoſe death will bee a ſafetie and quiet to both? for how 
can I bee free from feare, ſo long as the cauſe of my daun- 
ger doth continue? and what ſecuritie, What hope ſhall 
we haue of peace, vnleſſe the ſeed of ſedition be vtterly roo- 
ted out. | 


— Vyppon this ſpeech a certaine Knight called Sir Pierce of 
/ Extone, preſently departed from the Court, accompanyed 


with eight tall men, and came to Pomfrete, and there com- 
maunded, that the Eſquire who was accuſtomed to ſewe, 


and take the aſſay before King Richard, ſhould no more vſe 


7 


that maneer of ſeruice: and let him( quoth he) no w eate wel, 
for he ſhall not eate long. King Richard ſate downe to din- 


ner, and was ſerued without courteſie or aſſaye, whereat he 
meruey led, and demaunded of the Eſquire, why he did not 


his dutie?the Eſquire anſwered, that he was otherwiſe com- 
maunded by Sir Pierce of Extone, who was latclye —— 
: | rom 
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from King Henrie, The King being ſomewhat mooued ax. 
this acte and anſwere, tooke the carving knife in his hand 
and ſtrucke the Eſquire there with lightly on the head, ſay⸗ 
ing, the deuill take Henrie of Lancaſter and thee together: 
with that Sir Pierce entted the chamber, with eight men in 8 
harneys, euery one hauing a byll in his hand Wherevpon 19 
King Richard perceiuing their drift and his owne daunger, 8 
put the table from him, and ffepping ſtoutlye to the formoſt 
man, wrefted the bill out of his hand, wherewith(alchough, 
ynarmed and alone) he thanfully defended himſelfe a good . 
ſpace, and ſlew fowre of his aſſaylants. Sir Pierce lept to the 
chaire where king Richard was wonte to ſit, whileſt the reſt . 
cbaſed him about the chamber. At the laſt being forcedto- 
wards the place where Sir Pierce was, he with a ſtroake of 
his Pollax feMed him to the ground: and foorthwith he was 
miſerably rid out of his miſerable life. It is ſaide that at \ 
the 'pointe of his death, hee gathered ſome ſpirit, and 
with a fainteand feeble yoyce, groaned foorth theſe \ 
wordes, 1 
My great grandfather King Edward the ſecond, was in 
this mannerdepoſed, impriſoned, and murthered;by which, 
meanes my grandfather king Edward the third obteyned 
poſſeſſion of the crowne; and now is the puniihment of that 
iniurie powred vpon his next ſucceſſour. Well, this is right \ 
for mee to ſuffer , but not for you to doe: your King fora 
time may ioye at my death, andenioye his defire ; butler -* 
him qualifie his pleaſures with expectation of the like iu- \ 
ſtice: for God who meaſureth all our actions by the ma- 
lice of our mindes, vill not ſuffer this violence vnreuen- 
ed. | | 
Whether theſe words proceeded from a diſtempered de- 
fire, or from the judgement of his foreſight, they were not 
altogether idle and vaine. For Sir Pierce expecting great 


fanqur and rewards for his vngracious ſeruice, was — ; 
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of both, and not only miſſed that countenance for which he 
hoped, but loft that which before he had: ſo odious are vi- 
ces euen where they ate profitable. 
Heerevpon hee grew at the firſt diſcontented, and af- 
terwardes mightely turmoyled and tormented in conſci- 
„ ence, and raging againſt himſelfe would often exclaime, 
that to pleaſure one vnthankefull perſon, he had made both 
himſelfe and his poſteritie, hatefull and infamous to all the 
world, 


King Henrie with great diſcontentment and diſquiet 
held the kingdome during his life: and ſo did his ſonne 
King: Henrie the fifth : in whoſe time by continuall warres 
- againſt the Frenchmen, the malice of the humour was other. 

| wiſe exerciſed and ſpent, But his ſecond ſucceſſour Kin 

/ Henry the ſixth was diſpoſſed thereof, and together wit 
his young ſonne Henry impriſoned and put to death, eyther 
by the commaundement or conniuence of King Eawardthe 
fourth, 

And hee alſo eſcaped not free; for hee dyed not with- 
out many and manifeſt ſuſpicions of poiſon : and after his 
death his two ſonnes were diſinherited, impriſoned, and 
/ butchered by their cruell Vncle the Duke of Glouceſter, 
/ who being a tyrant and vſurper, was lawfully ſlaine in the 
field; and ſo in his perſon( hauing no iſſue) the tragedie 
did end. Which are moſt rare and excellent examples, both 
of comfort es them that are oppreſſed, and of terrour to vi- 
\ , olent dealers; that God in his ſecret iudgement dooth not 
, alwayes ſo certainely prouide for our ſafetie, as reuenge our 
; Iniuries and harmes: and that all our vniuſt actions haue a 
, daye of payment, and many times by waye of retaliati- 
on, euen in the ſame manner and meaſure wherein they 

were committed. EY 

And thus was King Richard brought to his death, by 
violence and force as all wrighters agree, although all 
agree 
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agree not vppon the manner of the violence. Hee was 
a man of perſonage rather well proportioned then tall, of 
great beautie, and grace, and comlineſſe in preſence ; hee 

was of a good ſtrength, and no abie& ſpirit; but the one 
by caſe, the other by flatterie were much abaſed, Hee de. 
ſerued many friends, but found fewe, becauſe hee ſought 
them more by liberalitye, then vertuous dealing, Hee was 

merueilons infortunate in all his actions, which may verye 

well bee imputed to his negligence and ſloath; for hee 

that is not prouident can ſeldome proſper, but by his 
looſeneſſe will looſe, whatſoeuer fortune, or other mens 
laboures doe caſt yppon him. At the laſt hee was driuen 
to ſuch diſtreſſe, that hee accompted it as a benefite, to bee 
disburdened efhis royall dignitie, for which other men 
will not ſticke, to put theyr goods, and liues, and ſoules in 
hazarde. 

Hee liued three and thirtie yeares, and raigned two and 
twentie. His dead body was embaulmed, and ſeared, and 
couered with Lead all ſaue his. face, and carryed to Lon- 
don; and in all the chiefe places by the waye, bis face 
was vncouered and ſhewen, that by viewe thereof no 
doubt ſhould bee made concerning his death. At London 
hee had a ſolemne obſequie kept in the Cathedrall Churgh 
of Saint Paule, the King beeing preſent, and all the chiefe 
men of the Cittie. 

Then hee was conueyed co Langley Abbey in Bucking= 
hamſhire , about twentie miles from London, and there 
obſcurely enterred by the Biſhop of Cheſter , the Abbot of 
S. Albenes, and the Abbot of Waltham, without preſence 

of noble men, without confluence of the common people, 
and without the charge ofa dinner for celebrating the fune- 
ral: but after ward at the Commaundement of King Herry 
the fifth, his body was taken vp, and remooued to Weſtmia- 


Ker, and honourablye entombed amongſt e 
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with Queene Anne his wife, in ex pi ation(as it is like) of his 

Fathers violent and vnfaithfull dealing. Se hee whoſe life 

was al wayef tumultuous and vnquiet, could not readily find 

reſt for his bones, euen after death. It was not amiſſe in re- 
ard ofthe common wealth that he was dead: yet they who 

cauſed his death had ſmall reaſon to reckon it among theyr 
ood deedes. | 

And thus doe theſe and the like accidents dayly happen 
to ſuch Princes as will be abſolute in power, reſolute in wil, 
and diſſolute in life, 

This yeere Humfrey the ſonne and heyre ofthe Duke of 
Glouceſter,dyed of the plague,as he returned out ot Ireland 
where King Richard had left him priſoner; and ſhortly after 
the Dutcheſſe his mother with violence of griefe ended her 
dayes:this yeere alſo dyed Themas Moulray the exiled duke 
of Norfolke,whoſe death would much haue been lamented, 
if he had not furthered ſo many lamentable deaths: but he 
ouerkued his honour, & ſaw himſelfe accounted a perſon in- 
famed and of no eſtimation, Likewiſe about this time, Iohn 
Duke of Brittaine deceaſed , who had taken to wife Mary 
daughter to King Edward the third, and by her had no iſſue 
but by Jean his ſecond wife he left behinde him three ſons, 
Tohn, Richard & Arthur:this Ioan was ãfterwards maried to 
K. Henrie, as hereafter ſhall appeare. Alſo this yeere & dmund 
Duke of Yorke departed this life, his honour not ſtayned, 
his fame not touched: he was a man very circumſpect and 
wary in his cariage, not careleſſe of a good fame, nor greedy 
aft er a great: of other mens wealth not deſirous, leberall of 
his owne,and of the common (paring: he did not by obſti- 

nate oppoling himſelte agiinft the current of the time, raſh. 
ly haſten; eyther his fame oi his fall, but by moderation at- 
tained ſafely that degree of praiſe, and honour, which others 
aſpiring vnto by deſperate courſes, wanne with ambitious 
death, without any other profit at all. He left behinde him 
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two noble ſonnes, expreſſe reſemblencers of his integritie: 
Edward, who ſucceeded in his dignitie, and before was cal- 
led Duke of Aumerle, and Richard Eatle of Cambridge. 
Edward, in the change of the tate, neither conſtantlye kept 
his fidelitie, nor ſtoutlie maintained his treaſon, Rehard 
tooke to wife the daughter and heyre of Roger Mortimer, 
whoſe mother Phil was ſole daughter and heyre to Lis- 
vel Duke of Clarence, the third ſonne of King Card the 
thyrd, by which title and diſcent, his poſtetitie claimed the 
Crowne and Kingdome of this realme from the ſaccefſours 
of King Hewrie , as heereafter more at large ſhall be decla- 
red, | 
Charles King of Fraunce loft no time al this while in ma- 
King preparation to inuade England: and to that end had 
now rayſed an armieroyall, which was brought downe into 
Picardie, and ina readineſſe to haue beene tranſported. But 
it is very like that this haſte forthe deliuerance of King Rs. 
chard did the more haften his death: yppon newes whereof 
theFrenchmen perceiuingtheir purpoſe for his reftitution to 
be to ne purpoſe, gave ouer the enterpriſe; ſome being grie- 
ued that the occaſion was loſt of making ſpoile of ſo plenti- 
ful a countrie,others being well content to be diſcharged of 
that hope together with the hazard whervpon it depended, 
Shortlie after the French King ſent a ſolemne Embaſſage io- 
to Eugland, to treate, or rather intreate, that Lady Iſabel 
his daughter, who had bin eſpouſed to King Richard, might 
with her dowrie bee reſtored to him againe. King Herrie 
moſt honourablie receiued theſe Embafſadours, and gaue in 
anſwere, that he would ſpeedelie ſend his Commiſſioners to 
Calice, which ſhould fullye commune and couclude with 
them, both of this and other weightie affayres concerning 
both the realmes. 

Not long after he ſent Edward Duke of Yorke,and Hen- 
rie Earle of Northumberland to Calice : Alſo the _— 
. T ing 
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King ſent the Duke of Burbone and certaine others to Bul- 
leine. Theſe Commiſſioners did often meete, ſometimgg at 
one place, and ſometimes at another: the Frenchmen eſpe. 
cially required, that Lady Iſabel ſhould be reſtored, ſhew. 
ing that King Charles her Father had giuen in charge, that 
this before all matters, and without this nothing ſhould be 
concluded. On the other fide the Engliſhmen deſired that 
ſhe might be married to Hewrie Prince of Wales King Heu- 
ries eldeſt Sonne, a man anſwerable to her in equall degree 
both of bloud and of yeeres : but the French King denyed 
that he would any more ioyne affinity with the Engliſhna- 
tion, whoſe aliance had onceſo vnfortunately ſucceeded:the 
they centred into ſpeech of a perpetuall peace, but heereto 
the Frenchmen would not agree. In the end it was conclu- 
ded that Lady Iſabel ſhould be deliuered to King Charles 
her Father but without Dower ; becauſe the marriage be- 
tweene King Richard and her, was neuer conſummate: by 
reaſon wherof ſhe was not douable by the very treaty of the 
marriage.Alſo the ſurceaſe of armes which foure yeeres be- 
fore had beene made with King Richard for the terme of 
30yeeres, was continued and confirmed for the time then 
ynexpyred. Some authors afficme that a newe truce was 
taken, but theſe alſo are at difference: for ſome report 
that it was during the life of both the Kinges, others that 
it was but for a ſhort time, which bath the more ap- 
paraunce of truth, by reaſon of the open hoſtilitye which 
the yeere following did breake foorth betweene the two 
realmes. 

Shortly after King Henrie ſent the Lady Iſalel vnder 
the.conduReof Lorde Thewes Pearcy Earle of Worceſter, 
in royall eſtate to Calice: ſhe was accompanied with a great 
troupe of honoutable perſonages, — men and women; 
and carried with her all the Iewelles and plate which ſhee 
brought into England, wich a great ſurple-ſage of rich gifts. 
A beſtowed 
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eſtowed vpon her by the king: at Calice ſhe was receiued 
by the Eatle of S. Paule, Liuetenant for the French King 
in Picardy, and by him was conducted to king Charles her 
Father, who afterwardes gave her in marriage to Charles, 
ſonne to Lewes Duke of Orleance: and ſo was eyther reſt 
or reſpite of wars procured in Fraunce, whileſt neerer flirres 
might be brought to ſome ſtay. 

For within the tealme, the fire and fury of the late ſedi- 
tion was ſcarcely quenched and quiet, but (that the come 
mon wealth ſhould not ceaſe to be torne, by multiplying of 
diuiſions, one ſtreigbt ſucceeding another) the Welſhmen, 
vpon aduantage of the douhiſull and vnſetled eſtate ofking 
Henris, reſolued to breake and make a gefeRion;before ey- 
ther the King could groun@his authority, or the people 
frame themſelues to a new obedience: and having learred 
that common cauſes muſt be maintained by concord, they. 
ſought by aſſemblyes to eſtabliſh an affociation: and to ſer 
vp their owne principality againe. 

To this purpoſe they created for theyr Prince, Owen 
Glender an Eſquire of Wales, a faQicus perſon, and apt to 
ſer vp diuiſion and ſtrife: and although hce was of no 
great ſtate in birth; yet was hee great and ately in flo» 
macke: of an aſpiring ſpirit, and in wit ſome what aboue 
the ordinarie of that vntrained people: boulde, craftie, 
actiue, and as hee liſted to bend his minde, miſchieuous 
or indufirious in equall degree, in defires immoderate, 

and raſhlye aduentutous, in his young yceres bee was 
brought vp to the ſtudye of the Common Lawe of the 
Realme, at London: and when hee came to mans eſtate, 
beſides a naturall fierceneſſe and hatred to the Engliſh 
name, hee was particularlye incenſed by a priuate — 
for certayne landes in controuerſie, betweene the Lord 
Gray of Ruthen and him; wherein his tytle was ouer- 
throwen; and being a man by nature not of the myldeſt, 
bed T a x Ly 
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by this prouocation he was made ſauadge and roughʒ deter- 
mining eyther to repayre or to revenge his loſſe, by ſettin 
the whole ſtate on fire. Alſo his expence and liberalitie had 
bin too exceſſiue for a great man to endure, which brought 
him to bareneſſe too baſe for a meane man to beare: and 
therefore he muſt of neceffitie doe and dare ſomewhat, and 
more daunger therewas in ſoft and quiet dealing , thenin 
hazarding raſhlie, Heerewith opportunitie was then like- 
Wiſe preſented: for troubleſome times are moſt fir for great 
— and ſome liketyhood there was, whileſt the King 
and the Lordes were hard at variance, that harme might ea- 
ſelie be wrought to them both. Vpon theſe cauſes his deſire 
was founded, and yppon theſe troubles his hope. But that 
his aſpiring and ambitious humour might beare ſome ſhew 
of honeſt meaning, he pretended to his countrymen the re- 
. coucrie of theyr free eflate, the defire whereof was ſo natu- 
rally ſweete, that euen wilde Birdes will rather live hardlye 
at large in the ayre, then bee daintily dyeted by others in 2 
Cage; and opportunitie was at that time ficlie offered, or 
elſe neuer to be expected, to rid them of theyr thraldome. 
falſelie and colourablie intituled a peace; whileſt the one 
Kings power was waining, and the other not yet fullye 
weren, and either of them grew weake by waſting the o- 
ther: neither was their any difference which of them ſhould 
preuay le, ſith the warre touched both a like, inſomuch as the 
ouerthrow would ruine the one, and the victorie the other: 
So hee exhorted them to take courage and armes: and firſt 
to kill all the Engliſh within their territories , for libertie 
and Lordes could not endure togetherithen to refume their 
auncient cuſtomes and lawes , whereby more then armes 
common- wealths are eſtabliſhed and enlarged : ſo ſhould: 
they bee a people vncorrupt, without admixtion of fot- 
re ine manners of bloud ; and ſo ſhould they forget ſerui- 
tude, and eyther live at libertie, or elſe perhaps, bee Lordes 


oder. 
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ouer other, 

Heerevpon many flocked vnto him, the beſt for loue of 
libertje, the baſeſt for defire of bootie and ſpaile, inſomuch 
as in ſhort time hee became commaunder of competent 
forces to ſtand openly in the fielde. And being deſirous to 
make ſome proofe of his proweſſe, hee ſharply fer yppon his 
ould aduerſarie Reigno/d Lorde Grey of Ruthen, whoſe 
poſſeſſions he waitedand ſpoyled: flew many of his men, 
and tooke himſelſe priſener; yet gaue him faire and friends 
lie enterteinment,and promiſed him releaſment, if he would 
take his daughter to wife. This hee defired,not ſo much for 
neede of his abilitie or ayde, as ſuppoſing that the name and 
countenance of a Lorde,would give reputation to the houſe 
that was then but in riſing: But the Lorde Greye at the firſt 
did not ſo much refuſe as ſcorne the offer: affirmipg that he 
Vas no warde, to haue his marriage obtruded yppon him. 
Well (ſayde Owen Glendere ) although = bee not my 
warde, yet are you in my warde: and the ſuing of your liue- 
rie will coſt double the marriage money that elſewhere you 
ſhall procure, They Lord Grey being not very ricke to diſ- 
charge his ranſome, and ſeeing no other meanes of his deli- 
uerance, at the laſt accepted the condition, and tooke the 
damoſell to wife; notwithſtanding his deceitfull Father in 
— trifled out che time of his enlargement vntill hee 
d eq. 

"The Welſhmen being cepfident yppon this ſucceſſe, be- 
gan to breake into the borders of Hereford-ſhire, and to 
make ſpoyle and pray of the Countrey: againſt whom Lord 
Edmund Mortimer Earle of Marche, who for feare of King 
Hewrie had withdra ne himſelfe (as hath beene declared)wo 
Wiggmore Caſtle, aſſembled all the Gentlemen of the 
Countrye, and meeting with the Welſhmen, the ioyned 
together a ſharpe and cruell conflict: not in forme of a looſe 
skirmiſb,but Randing Rill and maintaining their place, they 
N T 3 endes- 
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endeuoured with maine might to breake and beare downe 
one another. The courage and reſolution of both ſides was 
a like, bur the Welſhmen were ſuperiour both for number 
and direction: for they were conducted by one knowne lea- 
der, who with his pretence euery where aſſiſted at neede, en- 
flaming his Seldiours, ſome with ſhameand reproofe, otherg 

- With praiſe and encouragement, all with hope and large 
promiſes : but the Engliſhmen had no certaine genersll, but 
many confuſed commaunders, yea euery man was 8 com- 
maunder to himſelfe, pre ſſing forward or drawing backe, as 
his owne courage or feare did mooue him, Inſomnch as no 
doubt they had taken a great. blow that day by theyr il goe 
verned bouldneſſe, had not Owen Glendor preſently vppon 
the breaking vp of the field, ceaſed ro purſue the execution, 
and ſhewed himſelfe more able to get avictorie, then skilful 
to vſe it, But euen to his fide the victorie had coſt bloud, 
and many of thoſe which remayned, were eyther wounded 
or wearie: the night was neere alſo , and they were in theit 
enemies countrie; by which meanes our men had libertie 
to retirerather then runne a way, no man being hoat to fol- 
low the chaſe, They loſt of their company about a thous 

ſand men, who ſould their liues at ſuch a price, that when 

/ manhood had doone the hardeſt againſt them, certaine 
manniſh,or rather deuiliſn women, whoſe malice is immor- 
tall, exerciſed a vaine revenge vppon their dead bodyes; 
in cutting off their priuie partes and theyr noſes , whereof 
the one they ſtuffed in their mouthes, and preſſed the 
other berweene their buttocks ; and would not ſuffer their 
/ mangled carcaſſes to be committed to the earth, vntill they 
/ Were redeemed with a great ſumme of money, By which 
_ cruel couetouſneſſe, the faction loſt reputation and cre. 
dite with the moderate ſorte of their owne people; ſuſ- 
pecting that it was not libertie but licentiouſneſſe which 
was de ſired: and that ſubie ction to ſuch vnhumaine 
3 mindes 
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mindes would bee more inſupportable then anye bon» 
dage. 

fa this conflict the Earle of Marcbe was taken priſonet 
and fettered with chaines, and caſt into a deepe and vile 
dungeon. The King was ſolicited by many noble men, to. 


vic ſome meanes for. his deliuerance; but hee would not 


heare on that eare; hee could rather haue wiſhed him and 
his two ſiſters in heauen, for then the onely blemiſh to his 
title had beene out of the way: and no man can tell whether 
this miſchaunce did not preſerue him from a greater miſ- 
chiefe. 

Owen Glinder by the proſperous ſucceſſe of his actions, 
was growne now more harde to be dealt with, and hautelie 
minded, and ſtood euen vppon termes of equalitie with the 
King: where vpon he proceeded further to inuade the Mar- 


ches of Wales on the Weſt fide of Seuerne; where hee burnt. | 


many villages and townes, flew much people, and returned. 
with great prey and praiſes of his adherents. Thus he ceaſed 
not this yeere to infeſt the borderers on every fide, amongſt 
| whom he found ſe weake reſiſtance, that he ſeemed to exer- 
ciſe rather a ſpoile then a warre. For King Henrie was then 
detained with his chiefeſt forces, in another more dangerous 
ſeruice, which befides theſe former vexations and hazards, 
this firſt yeere of his reigne happened vnto him. 

For the Scottes knowing that changes were times moſt 
pee for attempt, and yppon aduantageof the abſence of all 
the chicfe Eugliſh borderes, partly by occaſion of the Par- 
' lament, and partlie by reaſon ef the plague which was very 

grieuous that yeere in the North 1 of the realme: they 
made areadeinte the conntrey of Northumberland, and 
there committed, great hauocke and harme. Alſo on a cer- 
taine night they ſodainly ſet yppon the Caſtle of Werke, the 
captain wherof fir T howas Graꝝ, was then one ofthe knights 
of the Parlament: & having ſlaine the watch partly a ſleep 8 
N 
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partlyc amazed with feare, they brake in and ſurpriſed the 
place: which they held a while, and at the laſt ſpoyled and 
ruined and then departed, Whileſt further harmes were 
feated this paſſed with light regarde. But when great per- 
rils were paſt, as if noe woerle miſfortune could haue be- 
fallen, then was it much ſorrowed and lamented, And in 
revenge thereof, the Engliſhmen inuaded and ſpoyled cer- 
taine Ilands of Orkney: and ſo the loſſe was in ſome ſorte 


repayred: yet (as in repriſals of warre it commonlye fal- 


leth out) neyther againſt thoſe particular perſons which 
committed the harme , nor for thoſe which ſuffred it: but 
one for another were both recompenced and reuenged. 
Againe the Scottes ſer foorth 2 fleete, ynder the conduct 
of Sir Robert Logon, with direction to attempt as occaſion 
ſhould be offered: his firſt purpoſe was againſt our Fiſher. 
men; but before hee came to any action, he was encountred 
by certaine Engliſh ſhips, and the greareſt part of his fleete 
taken, Thus peace ftill continuing betweene both the 
realmes , a kinde of theeuiſh hoſtilitie was dayly praiſed, 
which afterwardes brake out into open warte yppon this 
occaſion. | | 
George of Dunbarre Earle of the Marches of Scotland, 
had betrothed Elixabetb His daughter to Danid, the ſonne 
and heyre apparant of Robert King of Scottes, and in regard 
of that marriage to bee ſhortlie celebrated and finiſhed, hee 
delivered into the Kings hands a great ſumme of money 
for his Daughters dowrie. But Archibald Earle Dow= 
glaſſe diſdaining that the Earle of Marches bloud ſhould be 
preferred before his, fo wrought with King Robert, that 
Prince Dauid his ſonne refuſed the Earle of Marches 
Daughter, and tooke to wife Mariel Daughter te the 


Earle Dowglaſſe : Earle George not vſed to offers of diſ- 


grace, could hardlye enforce his pacience to endure this 
ſcorne: and firſt hee demaunded reſtitution of his money, 
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pot ſo much for care to obteine, as for deſire to picke an oc- 
caſion of breaking bis allesgeance. The King would make 
to him neyther payment nor promiſe , but trifled him off 
with many deluſorie and vaine delay es: M herevppen hee 
fled with all his familie into England, to Henrie Earle of 
Northumberland, intending with open diſloyaltie both to 
reuenge his indignitie, and recover his loſſe. The Engliſn- 
men with open armes enterteyned the opportunitie: with 
whoſe helpe and aſſiflance the Earle made divers incurſi- 
ons into Scotland, where he burnt many Townes, and ſlue 
much people, and daylye purchaſed with his ſworde, great 
aboundance ot bootie and ſpoile. 

Heereyppon King Robert deprived the Earle of his ho- 
nour, ſeazed all bis goods and poſſeſſions, and wrote vnto 
King Hewrie , as hee would haue the truce betweene them 
any longer to continue; eyther to deliver vnto him the 
Earle of Marche and other traytoursto his perſon and ſtate, 
or elſe to baniſh them the realme of England, King Hemrie 
perceiving ſuch iarres to iogger betweene the two realmes, 
tha: the peace was already as it were out of ioynte, determi- 
ned not to looſe the benefit of the diſcontented ſnbiects of 
his enemie : wherevppon hee returned aunſwer to the He- 
ralde of Scotland, that hee was neyther wearie of peace nor 
fearefull of warrs, and ready as occaſion ſhould change, ey- 
ther to holde the one, or hazard the other: but the worde of 
a Prince was of great weight; and therefore fithe hee had 
graunted a ſafe conduQte to the Earle of Marche and his 
companie, it were an impeachment to bis honour, without 
juſt cauſe to violate the ſame, Vppon this anſwere the King 
of Scottes did preſently proclaime open warre againſt the 
King of England, with bloud, fire, and ſworde. 

King Hemrychought it pollicie, rather to begin the warre 
zn his enemies countrie, then to expectit in his owne , be- 
cauſe the land which is the ſeate of the warte, dooth com- 
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monly furniſh both ſides with neceſſary ſupply ; the friend 
by contribution, and the enemie by ſpoyle. Therefore ſen- 
ding certaine troopes of horſemen before him, both to eſpie 
and to induce an vncertaine terrour vppon the enemie, hee 
entred into Scotland with a puiſſant armie; wherewith hee 
burnt many illages and Townes, caft downe diuerſe Ca- 
ſtles, and ruined a great part of the townes of Edenborough 
and Lith,ſparing nothing but Churches and religious hou. 
ſes: ſo that in all places as he paſſed, the ſpectacle was ougly 
and griſlie which hee left behind him; bodyes torne in poe- 
ces, mangled and putrified limmes, the ayre infected with 
ſtincke, the ground imbrued with corruption and bloud, 
the countrie waſted, the Graſſe and Corne troden downe 
and ſpoyled; inſomuch as a man would haue ſayde that 
warre is an exerciſe not of manhood, but of inhumanitie. 
They that fledde before the armie, filled all places with 
feare and terrour , extolling aboue truthe the Engliſh fore- 
ces, to deminiſh thereby their ſhame in running from 
ſhame. 

In the end of September the King beſieged the Caſtle 
of Maydens in Edenborough ; wherein were Dauid Duke 
of Rothſaye Prince oft he tealme, and eArchibalde Earle 
Dowglafle; the inconſtancie of the one, and ambition of 
the other, were principall cauſes of all this warre. 

During this ſiege, Robert Duke of Albonye, who was 
appointed gouernour of the Realme, becauſe the King 
was ſicke and vnable to rule, ſent an Herauld vnto Hen. 
rie; aſſuring him vppon his honour, that if hee would 


abyde but ſixe dayes at the moſt, hee would giue him 


— and eyther remooue the ſiege, or looſe his 
lte. g 


The King was well pleaſed with theſe tidings, and re- 
warded the Herauld with a gowne of ſilke and a chaine of 
gould,and promiſed him in the worde of a Prince, to abide 
there 
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ns * expect the gouernour, during the tyme by him 

refixed. 

The fixe dayes paſſed, almoſt fixe tymes ouer and no 
more ne wes was heard of the Gouernour, eyther by pre- 
ſence or by meſſenger. Winter came on, and victuaile 
fayled, the Country was cold and fruiteleſſe, and it ray- 
ned euery day in great abundance: ſo that partly by hun- 
ger, partlye by diſtemperature of rhe weather, the Soul. 
diers began to dye ofthe Flixe; it is verie like that theſe 


accidentes ſtayed the Gouernour from performing his 


promiſe , for pollicy was againſt it, to hazard his men 
in the fielde, when winter and want, two forceable foes, 
had ou the charge vppor} his enemies: certaine it is, 
that they mooued the King te remooue his ſiege, and to 
_ out of Scotland, without any battaile or skirmiſh 


Both the Wardens of the Marches were all this time in | 


Scetland with the King: ypon which aduantage the Scots 
did breake into Northumberland, and burnt certaine towns 
in Bamborough ſhire, The Engliſh men were ſpeedilie 
vp in armes; but the Scottes more ſpeedily made theyr 
returne , or elſe no doubt they had been met with and en- 
countered, 

Agayne when King Henry had diſcharged his armie, 
the Scottes being defireus not ſo much of lyfe as of re- 
venge, made a {odayne roade into England, vnder the 
conduct of Sir Thamas' Halibartos of Dirleton, and Sir 
Patricke Hebburne of Hales: bur all the harme which 
they wrought dyd rather waken then weaken the Eng- 
liſhmen: and they themſelues were ſomewhat encou- 
raged, but nothing enryched, by that which they 

6s Eng pil r: 
N Not long after, Sir Patricke Hebbarne , beeing lifted vp 
in 'delire and hope, reſolued to vndertake 4 greater 
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enterpriſe: the people, whichare eafilye ledde by proſpe- 
rous ſucceſſe, in great companies reſorted to him; but hee 
was loath to haue mare fellowes in the ſpoyle, then hee 
thought ſhould neede in the daunger:therfore with a comg 
peteat armie of the men of Loyghdeane, he inuaded Nor- 
thumberland, where hee made great ſpoile, and loaded his 
Souldiours with priſoners and pray. There was no que tion 
made what perrill might bee in the recurne: Therefore they 
marched looſelie and licentiouſlie, as in a place ot great ſe- 
curitie, not keeping the mſelues to their enſignes and ordert: 
but the Earle of N »rcthumberlands Vice-war den, and other 
Geutlemeu of che borders in good arraie, ſet ypp3n them at 
atowne in Northumberland called Neſbitt, The Scortes 
rallied as well as the ſodainenes did ſerue, and valianclie re- 
ceiued the charge;ſo that the battaile was ſharpe and cruel, | 
and continued a good time, with great mortalitie. In the 
ende the enemies ranckes grew thinne, as being rather con- 
fuſedly ſhuffled together. then orderlie & firmelie compac- 
ted: and when the Vice- warden felte them weake in the 
ſhack and yeelding vnder his hand, with a companie which 
he purpoſelie reteyned about him for ſodain diſpatches aud 
chauaces of warr, he fiercely charged and diſordered them, 
Sir Patricke Hebburne being cleane deſtitute both of coun- 
ſaile and courage, ranne vp and dowae from one place to 
another, commuunding many things, and preſently forbid. 
ding them againe; and the leſſe of force his ditectioas 
were, the oftener did hee change them: anone (as it hap- 
peneth in loft and deſperate caſes) euerye man became a 
commaunder, and none a putter in execution: ſo the rankes 
looſed and brake, and could not bee reunited, the victor 
hoatly purſuing the aduantage. Then might you haue ſeene 
a gricuous ſpeRacle,purſuing,kiling wounding and takin 
and killing thoſe that were taken, when better were offed; 
euery where weapons,and dead bodyes, and mangled lims, 
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laye ſcattered: and ſometimes in thoſe that were ſlaine, ap- 
peared at their deack both anger and valure. Sir Patricke 
Hebhurne thought of noching leſſe then eyther fleeing or 

eeldiag, but thruſting among the thickeſt of his enemyes, 
— ende d his life. Many other of his linage , and 
the flower of all Loughdeane were like wiſe ſlaine. There 
were alſo taken Sir loha and William Cockburne, Sit Willians 
Baſſe, Iohn and Thomas H iblincton Eſquires, and a great 
multitu de of commoa Soldiours, Oa the Engliſh 6 
ſide no great number was ſlaine; and thoſe 5 
of no great ſeruice and degree. And | 
with theſe troubles the firſt © | 


yecre of King Henrie the 
fouxth ended. 
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